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Understanding
By Tom Petronio
Freelance writer
Marriage is a big step. Ask anyone.
But for Charles and Delores Mitchell, that step was also a little embarrassing.
The two had met for the first time
at a wedding in Pennsylvania, then
didn't see each other again for
several years. In 1926, Charlie, who
worked for an insurance company in
Olean, called Delores and arranged
to visit her at her parents' home in
Ridgeway, Pa.
Two years later, they were married.
In order to catch a train to Buffalo
for their honeymoon —"There were
no buses then," Delores points out —
the couple were to be wed at 6:30 on
a cold Dec. 31 morning. Maybe it
was the cold, maybe it was just too
early in the morning, but for some
reason the bride and groom just weren't in sync that day.
"I tripped him at the altar," Delores says with a laugh. "I genuflected, he didn't, and he fell."
That was the only instance in
which it could rightly be said that the
Mitchells' marriage got off on the
wrong foot. Bill, 86, and Delores, 87,
celebrated their 60th anniversary last
year.
Medical problems the couple recently experienced precluded big festivities o n the occasion, but they had
celebrated with style on their golden
anniversary, when their son, Charlie,
Jr., and daughter, Nellie Mull, threw
them a party at the Elks Club in
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Seneca Falls.
Charlie and Delores have done a
good deal of traveling in their six decades together. Charlie's job with an
electric company has taken them to
Ohio and California, and the couple
called both states home at different
times. They have remained residents
of Seneca Falls since Charlie's retirement in 1968.
These days they attend St.
Patrick's Church, and enjoy shopping, reading the newspaper and just
being together.
Kathleen, one of the Mitchells'
four grandchildren, got married recently and received some simple advice from grandma, who is wellqualified as a counselor after 60 years
of happy marriage.
"I told them just to get along, to
understand each other, and to love
each other,' 'Delores says.
The Mitchells' attribute the longevity of their own marriage to heeding that very ordinary philosophy.
"If we have an argument, we settle
it," Charlie says.
"We both like to db the same
things," adds Delores. "And he enjoys my cooking."
Besides, she hasn't tripped him in
60 years.
• • •
Like their Seneca Falls neighbors,
the Mitchells, Louis and Patty Matro
don't feel they've done anything exceptional to maintain a strong marriage for 50 years.
"We just get along like everyone
else, living from day to day," Patty

says. "When we have a quarrel, we
talk it over."
With that philosophy in mind, it's
easy to understand why Louis and
Patty, who both serve as lunch momtors at St. Patrick's School in Seneca
Falls, thought December 31, 1988,
would be just another day at school.
Louis Matro had been watching the
children of St. Patrick's during thenlunch periods every day for eight
years. His wife Patty had been doing
the same thing once a week for four
years. So when a group of students
asked them to go and watch a concert
in the school auditorium that day,
the Matros thought nothing of it.
Nothing, that is, until the students
broke into the adapted refrain of a
familiar song.
"They started singing, 'Happy
Anniversary,'" Patty recalls. "We
were totally surprised. I didn't expect it."
The concert was the students' way
of wishing the Matros a happy 50th
anniversary. Students and faculty at
St. Patrick's also gave the two volunteers a couple of gifts and planned
an upcoming Mass in their honor,
bringing them full circle to the 10
a.m. Mass on Dec. 31, 1938, when
Father Charles^Sullivan united them
in marriage at St. Patrick's Church.
The parish has been important to
the Matros ever since their wedding
day. When he retired from the construction business 22 years later,
Louis took the job as school lunch
monitor. So both husband and wife
were touched by the special honor

couples

they received from the children they
have been looking after ever since
their own children — Lucille^atricia and Thomas, who also gave their
parents an anniversary party — had
grown.
Enduring commitment — like the
Matros' dedication to St. Patrick's
and to each other — is a rare quality
in today's society. But after SO years
of marriage, Patty Matro urges
young couples to hang on despite the
difficulties.
"These days when couples have a
little spat, they're ready to leave. But
if you love each other, you stick
together. Because you're going to
have bad times and good times," she
says.

Sweethearts
Continued from Page 9A
underlying the poem that brought
her and Bill together. If anything,
her belief in that philosophy has been
enhanced by their marriage.
In her poem, "Side By Side,"
Mary Lou describes a dream in which
two people walk together through a
beautiful landscape, feeling nothing
but happiness and contentment. At
the poem's end the dream is over, but
the beauty lives on:
My dreams had vanished
You were there with me
Two people who love each other
Two people side by side.
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"Rochester's All Silk
flower Store"

Specializing in custom-designed
arrangements for that special day.
Thousands of hand-wrapped stems to
select from! free Consultation Service.
Compare our prices and product
quality to your current floral store.
Silk lasts forever!
Also offering one of Rochester's largest
selections of all-silk flowers, plants, and trees.
All Major Credit Cards Accepted
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Wedding Invitations > Favors • Napkins *
Matches • Social Announcements • Etc. . . .

20% DISCOUNT
ON ALL ORDERS
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BARBARA JAGOD2INSKI
621-7340

2779 ty. Henrietta Dd. • 272-7319
Mon.. Wed.. Fri. 10-6
Toss. 10-8. Thurs. 10-9. &at. 10-5

BUSINESS
MEETINGS
SEMINARS
BANQUETS
WEDDINGS
& TRADE

SHOWS

FACILITIES FOR
ALL BUSINESS
& SOCIAL
OCCASIONS!
FOOD & SERVICE SECOND TO NONE
We're newly Remodeled with a beautiful addition
i to serve you better.

Air Conditioned

677 BEAHAN ROAD
ROCHESTER, NY 14624

235-5654
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DAN'S
CRAFTS * THINGS
A COMPLETE LINE OF:
• WEDDING ACCESSORIES • RIBBONS & LACES
• SILK FLOWERS * FAVOR SUPPLIES
• "HOW-TO" INSTRUCTION BOOKS • VEILING
& HEADPIECES • CAKE TOPS • VIDEOS & CLASSES
Call for a FREE appointment with our Bridal Consultant

We Specialize in Helping You" .

352 EMPIRE BLVD.
Between 590 N. and Culver Rd.

654-8388
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OPEN Mom Wed., Art, 10 AM - 5-36 PMA Ttaes. & Thus. 10 AM. -1 RM.
StL 10 A.M. • S RM., Sudiy 1 RM. - 4 P.M.

