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Bishops, theologians and unity

Treat your sweetheart with
cookies instead of'flowers on
Valentine's?* Day!

Buying • Selling • Appraisals
One piece or entire household
gfe Specializing in: art, potfWM tery, lamps & shades,
J f l H oak furniture, post
\ ^ ^ cards, sterling silver,
*' | toys.
466 Oxford St., Roch., N.Y. 14607

Call:

treate-A Cookie
Basket
2815 Baud M
Fairport, NY 14450
385-6973 • 381-0118
(24 hour notice required,
VISA £ MasterCard accepted), j

716-288-4115

Great for Birthdays & Get Well Gifts / We Deliver!!

BARTOLbMEO

Divorce Mediation

FUNERAL HOME INC

An alternative path
to a divorce settlement
For further information call:

Ibm Hanson
546-7220

PETER W. G^ULLARI
PHILIP P. PJEROTTO
MICHAEL R PEROTTO

Catholic Family Center
50 Chestnut Plaza
Rochester, New York 14604

60th consecutive year o f our family serving yours

1425 Lexington Ave
^, 254-5400

PITT^FORD FISH MARKET
Colony Pittsford Plaza
3400 Monroe Avenue
FOR ALL YOUR
SEAFOOD NEEDS
DURING LENT
We Feature:
• A large selection of fish
and frozen seafoods.
• Hot food to go.

COMPLETE
FISH FRY

$3.49
Includes fries
a i d cole slaw

©PI

381-8190
DAYS A

. to 8 : 0 0 p.m.
t o BsOO p . m .

M o n . , Tims., w a d . , T h u r s . a n d S a t . 9
F r i . 9 : 0 0 a . m . t o 8 : 0 0 p.m.; S u n . fO:

GRANDE-VILLE

FUND RAISING
Ear/i money through
regularly sefieduled
paper

HOME FOR
ADULTS
The Latest Concept In
Residential Living For The
Adult Citizen In A
Park-Like Setting

CALL US
WE'LL HELP YOU
ORGANIZE
MONEY FOR NEWSPAPER

• 24 Hour Staffing
• Latest Smoke &
. Fire Detection
System

RECYCLED NEWSPAPERS ARE A VALUABLE RESOURCE

FORBWCOLI.

• Library
• Lounges
• Chapel
. Gre(jn H()use

• Housekeeping
• Hobby & Craftroom
Services
and more
Future Reservations Now Being Accepted

INCORPORATED
CELLULOSE INSULATION
IECTRA MANUFACTURING

DAILY
SPECIALS
ON OUR
FRESH
&
SMOKED
FISH

CORPORATION

All Inclusive

One Curlew Street, RocfiepUr,r, New Ybrk 14606

With Meals
,Daily Rites From:

FOR OUR QUALIFIED INSULATION
CONTRACTOR INYOUR AREA
(716) 458
1-800-448 9800

M100

lOQOOsemH

• * T I private

For Further
I n f o r m a t i o n Call:

555 MAIDEN LANE
(Near Mt. Read Blvd.)

V w

private

Joseph A . Frate,
Director

621-6160

FEBRUARY SPECIAL
Expires Tuesday, February 28,1989

A HEARING AID
THAT'S WORN
ALL-IN-THE-EAR CALLED
PERSONAL AMPLIFIER

, \

Regular Price $499.50 Each
IF YOU ARE NOT BUYING HEARING AIDS FROM US
MAYBE YOU SHOULD BE!
• accompanied by this advertisement •
W i l l c o m p e n s a t e a losjs up t o 45 d b

IE IS!
NO WIRES-NO CORDS-NO TUBES
Daily 'Hours:
9:30 a.m, to 5 p.m.
SPECIAL
o r c u , H I
Monday f i r u Friday
A u d i p h o n e C o . of Rochester

00

*340

1303 Temple Bldg., Rcjchester, N.Y. 14604
Sinee 11927
454-3571

John T. St. John Jr.
Call for free demonstration
in your home or our office

By Father Richard P. M< Brien
' The church is the people of Go i and the body
of Christ. On both counts, it is a c ommunity.
Communities can't exist, hovever, without
communication. Where commu lication is informed and free-flowing, comix unity tends to
flourish. Where communication is blocked or
distorted by misinformation, community tends
to disintegrate.
The Catholic Church at the noment has a
communications problem becaus: people sometimes circulate judgments that aie not based on
facts', but on preconceived notion >.
Such judgments are made befc re all the facts
are in, and that's why they're called prejudgments — or just plain prejudice.
Prejudice is not limited to one side or another
in a conflict. We're all prone to the temptation
to reach hasty conclusions that are unfair and
even injurious to one another. S nch is the case
when Catholics of a liberal orientation judge all
bishops by the one or two whom they know and
simply don't like.
There was much criticism, for example, of
the public activities of "the bishops" during the
1984 U.S. presidential election campaign.
Many Catholics complained that "the bishops"
came down on the side of the Reagan-Bush
ticket by being so rough on the D emocratic candidate for vice president* Geraldiae Ferraro.
But "the bishops" in this case amounted to
only a handful. The overwhelming majority of"
bishops in 1984 maintained a caeful neutrality
during that campaign, as they did again in 1988.
"The bishops" are also portrayed sometimes
as if they spend each waking hour trying to invent new ways of making life diificult for theologians and for pastoral minister; of every kind.
Apart from the few bishops who feel compelled
to pronounce regularly on the rights of the rmagisterium or the limits of theological inquiry,
the vast majority of them are preoccupied each
day with trying their best to mar age the affairs
of their diocese, encompassing hundreds and
sometimes thousands of employees, properties,
and assorted headaches.
Bishops were ordinary priesis before they
were installed in the episcopal of Ice. Their original vocational choice was not I o administer a
diocese, but to minister to people in a parish setting.
Bishops are, first of all, priests. They find
their vocational fulfillment in presiding at the
Eucharist, proclaiming the Gospel, and ministering to the sick, the handicapped, the eld-

Essays in
Theology
erly, young people, and men and women of
every station in life.
As priests and pastors, for example, their instinct would always be to provide the Eucharist
for anyone who asked for it — even if they happened to be gay or lesbian.
As officials of the churbh, however, they feel
bound to implement policies mandated from on
high. And so they shut down the Masses for
gays and lesbians, but not without much private
pain in their hearts — their pastoral hearts.
Catholics on the other side also make misinformed judgments about theologians. They
judge the whole lot by the one, or two, or three
whom they've read about, or heard about, and
simply don't like. They think that theologians
spend each of their waking hours trying to devise ways of making life difficult for the bishops
and of further confusing the faith.
A
Apart from a very small number of theoloX
gians who are drawn into public -controversy , i often against their intentions and their desires,
most theologians go about their research, their
teaching, and their writing without any reference whatever to issues like infallibility, dissent, collegiality, magisterium, or academic
freedom.
Take another look at the Creed all Catholics
proclaim together at each week's Eucharist.
That's where one finds what's really central and
essential to Catholic faith. And theologians
don't "dissent" from any of it.
We believe that God created all things, including ourselves. We believe that Jesus Christ
is "the only Son of God," that he was crucified, and rose for our salvation.
We believe that the Lord will come again, and
that his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the church, and
one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We believe in the resurrection of the/ dead and life
everlasting.
\
Bishops and theologians proclaim that Creed
together — without hesitation or reservation. If
they differ at all, they differ over things that are
not in the Creed.

Prophecies and Jesus' presentation
By Cindy Bassett
Just as a new day was beginning to take shape
over the city of'Jerusalem, a mail's shouts shattered the stillness. His words seemed to echo
because of the relative calm that exists at that
time of the morning. As soon as he had broken
the peace, two, Roman soldiers hastened to
where the man stood near the temple to silence
him.
"There he i s , " one of the soldiers sald;-pointing. "It's just some crazy old nun."i
"What does he keep yelling?' his companion
asked..
"Something about a new king being born,"
the first soldier replied. "Jus the same, he
needs to be stopped. Such bole statements are,
just the thing to rankle King Herod if they
should reach his ears.''
"Move along now!" the soldi jr ordered as he
grabbed the author of these statements by the
elbow and shoved him.
The old man, whose name was Simeon, did
nothing to resist and the two so diers were confident that they had made a poi: it of Roman authority. He merely turned away from;them both
and headed up the steps to the te triple.
But just before Simeon disaptearedl inside, he
turned back and shouted once more; " A new
king has been born! He will rule the entire
world with peace." ;
One of the soldiers started back angrily after
Simeon, but his companion checked His efforts.
The street was quiet again and empty except for
the young couple with the baby who also headed
up the steps to the temple. If they had seen the
incident at all, they pretended not to have noticed.
As soon as the couple entered the temple, the
young woman turned to her hus band and asked,
"Joseph, do you remember the istory of the boy,
Samuel?"
"Yes, Mary, of course I do, 'j*' Joseph replied.
"He grew up to be a.great prop! let for Israel.
"And how much greater .esus will b e , "
Mary stated. "Samuel's moths r left her son at
the temple with the priest so tru t he could serve
God."
"Mary, what are you saying?" Joseph asked,
his face puzzled.
"After we present Jesus to tr e Lord, perhaps
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we should leave him here at the temple. At least
he would be safe,'' she explained.
"God has already asked you to be his
mother," Joseph said.
According to Hebrew law, every first-born
male must be presented to God at the temple.
Joseph bought two turtledoves for a sacrifice,
and Jesus was presented.
Afterward, as Mary and Joseph prepared to
leave, Simeon came rushing up to them. He
carefully took the baby from Mary and said,
"Now, oh God, I am ready to die in peace. For
today, I have seen your promise to Israel fulfilled. I hold in my arms the light of the world!''
Mary and Joseph were still pondering his
strange words when Anna, an old prophetess,
came and joined them. She was a widow who
spent nearly all of her time at the' temple, fasting
and praying.
"This child is the one that all of Israel has
been waiting fori" Anna proclaimed. "He is
the salvation of the world!''
Simeon blessed them and turned to Mary and
said, "Many in the world will not accept him
and this will be their downfall. But many others
will be saved by his coming. And because of all
that will happen, a sword of sorrow will pierce
your own heart.'' Mary and Joseph marveled at
these events at the temple. They talked of nothing else as they traveled back to their hometown
of Nazareth.
"They recognized Jesus," Mary said. "Even
as a baby they saw the Messiah!"'
"And when Jesus grows up, many more will
know who he i s , " Joseph added.
"For now, we shall serve God with our lives
everyday in Nazareth," Mary said with a smile.
Scripture reference: Luke, Chapter
2:22-40; 1 Samuel, Chapter 1.
Meditation: Do I recognize Jesus in my
daily life?

