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BK fpuitting\ it together’

By Richard A. 1{_11 ey

Coming into the 1988-89. girls basketball
season, second-year Blshop Kearney coach
Donna Sortino lgoked at the Ioss of Kelly Cur-
cio — the Fighting Kings’ leac?ing scorer during
the previous season — as sort of a blessing.

The Kearney mentor admltt?d that she would
sorely miss Curcio’s outstanding offensive ca-
pabilities (15.3 points per l)game), but she
thought her players had becamg a bit too depen-
dent bn the now-graduated Fxghtmg King.

e relied a little {00 mi¢h on Kelly; the
offense centered onher,”’ Sortino said in a pre-
seasoEx interview. '*“The scoring should. be
spread out a lot more this year,;

Unfortunately for Sortino, relentless man-to-
man pressure by such anate~Par0ch1al League
opponents as Our Lady of Mercy, Cardinal
Mooney and Aquinas have been giving her team
fits this year. The ngs whos ve been seeing
man-to-man defenses in their sﬁeep, have failed
to break the 40-point barrier ih more than half
of their games and have even,gcored below 30
points on several occasions. *.{

““The problem with the offense is that it takes
five players to really get it gomg, and we ha-
ven’t had that,’4 Sortino said.

Until last weekend. Bishopi 1Kearmey', which °

came into the Greece Athena iQirnament having
lost five out of its last six games, scored 50
points in a first-round win ovef Gates-Chili and
“then 54 in the championship game against Hor-
seheads (Section 4) to win the’ tgurnament title.
-For Sortino, the wins — 'the rejuvenated
offense — were just what fhe d octor ordered

on Saturday, Jan. 28. Séniof §
Brink (17 points) and junior .
peints) combined for 30 of Keat

Sgrtino believes the emerge.
ppg) and Pero, along with se
Pam Buddendeck and forward Sally Gillespie,
could make the Kings a tough opponent come
sectionals.

‘“This helps our confidence, pot just because

‘Mercy, Mooney to battle

we won the tournament, but because we beat a
team with a reputation like Horseheads,’’ Sor-
tino said.

Kearney looked impressive in its ﬁrst-round
win over Gates Chili as well. Three BK players
reached double figures — Brink, Pero and

Eileen Jensen all scored 10 points — as the

Kings thwarted the Spartans, 50-36, on Friday,
Jan. 27. )

The tourney also provided the Kings a break
from relentless man-tg-man pressure — a la
Mercy and Mooney. '

“‘Losing five out of six games is never easy,
but we were coming off the toughest part of our
schedule,”’ said Sortino, pointing to two re-

sounding defeats at the hands of Mercy in addi--

tion to losses against Aquinas, Mooney and
Marshall ‘In practice, we did a ot to motivate
the tam and get the offense back on track.”’

It worked. Taking nothing for granted, Sor-
tino believes her team has a chance to keep its
winning ways with upcoming games against
Franklin, Nazareth and Aquinas. AQ beat
Kearney 27-24 back on Jan. 12, but the Kings
were without Brink (flu). The Kings then close
out the regular season with the Eastridge Tour-
nament, which they won last year.

In other games involving Private-Parochial
League teams, Our Lady of Mercy (13-0) con-
tinued its unblemished season with a 65-44 non-

Julic Buntich led the Monarchs with 28
points. Kathy Robinson scored’ 17 points and
collected seven steals for Mercy.

Mercy upended Marshall, 72-48, in a non-
league game played the day before.

The Monarchs were scheduled to play at Car-
dinal Mooney (14-2) this Thursday, Feb. 2.
Mercy has dealt Mooney its only two losses of
the season, with one coming in double oveitime

at the Mercy Invitational at Nazareth College

back on Jan. 7. Mercy (7-0 league) handled
Mooney (5-1 league) again on Jan. 12, beating
the Cards 54-45 in a Private-Parochial League
game played at Mercy.

Kathy Boughfon’s club closes out the regular
season with games against Franklin (Feb. 4) and
Fairport (Feb. 8) before competing in the
Brockport tournament on Feb. 10 and 11.

Cardinal Mooney ran its winning streak to
five with wins over Franklin and Kearney last
week. The Cards routed the Quakers, 57-35, in
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You’re Never
Too Old To

Hear Better.

Chicago, Ill. — A free offer of
special interest to those who
hear but do not understand
words has been announced by
Beltone. A non-operating mod-
el of the smallest -hearing aid
Beltone has ever developed will
be given absolutely free to any-
one requesting it.

It’s yours for the asking, so
send for it now. It is Gt a real
hearing aid, but it will shew you
how tiny hearing help can be.
The actual aid weighs less than

. an eighth of an ounce, and it
ﬁts' completely into the ear
canal. .

_ These models are free, so we
suggest you write for yours now.

~ Again, there is no cost, and cer-
tainly no obligation. Although
a hearing aid may .not, help
everyone, more and more peo-
ple with hearing losses are be-
ing helped. For your free
sample send your name, ad-
dress, and phone number today
to: Department 89087, Beltone.
Electronics Corporation, 4201

- West Victoria Street, Chicago,

Illinois 60646.
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a 'non-league’ game played at Franklin on
ursday, Jan. 26. .
] gainst visiting Ke;%ney on Tuesday, Jan.

24, junior forward Marjisa Shackelford scored

18 points as the Cards defeated the Kings,

48-34.
pAquinas improved to 9-7 for the season with a

Friday, Jan. 27. Dan Bates™ Little Irish were
down by eight points in the fourth qu
Tammy Rice and Amy Reynders
comeback win. Rice finished with 18 points —

Q‘O

ers poured in 14 points. Six of Reynder’s
pomts came in the decisive fourth q T.
"Over in Section 4 Class C, Elmira Notre

" Dame proved just how far it has cbme this

ght in the fourth quarter alone — while Reyn= .

Linda Dow Hayes/Courier-Journal

Rrahchel Brink (45) of Bishop Kearney dribbles past Horseheads defender Melissa Mor-
er (13) in the championship game of the Greece Athena Baskegball Tournament.

“season with a 57-40 win over visiting Hornell

on Saturday, Jan. 28.
Jeff Sobkowski’s Crusaders. (10-7 overall,

- 4-5 league) nipped Hornell by one point in the

previous meeting between the two Sullivan
Trail Conference teams back on December 22.

Sobkowski kept his fingernails this time
around, as ND jumped out to a 16-2 lead after
one quarter and led 30-12 at intermission.

Notre Dame led 36-25 after three quarters.

Kathy Lynch paced ND with 19 points. Mel-
issa Jaskolka and Julie Cox scored 13 and 10
points, respectively.

Sobkowski’s team will face tougher competi-
tion this week, with scheduled games against

- Corning West (Jan. 31) and Elmira Free Acad-

emy (Feb. 3). ND edged CW, 40-32, earlier in
the season, but fell to EFA, 48-26.
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SPRING GROVE; PE
L (717) 225-5715

eSupervised Studytomputers

Boys grades 9-12 and Post-Graduate.

Call or write for information:

NSYLVANIA 17362

®Conducted be the Franciscans

St. Francis Prep provides an atmospher-of educational support in a Christian
enviroment to help your son achieve his fullest potential. '

Mr. Patrick R. Tansill, Director of Admissions -
" St. Francis Prep School, Bex C, Spring Grove, PA 17362 (717)225 5715
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Excellent sports/activities
098% College Acceptance
*English as a second language
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