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“his favor, hewas ready to take charge of the .
~ him these insts

- By Father Richard C. McBrien
According to sources close to the vice presi-
dent’s * successful presidential campaign,
George Bush’s strategists targeted three voting
groups as key to an electoral victory: women,
evangelical Protestants in the South, and Catho-

. lics.

The president-elect worked hard at cultivat-
ing all three constituencies, but he seemed to
pursue the Catholics with special determination.

He made well-publicized and highly con-
troversial appearances at the University of No-
tre Dame and at Seattle University, a Jesuit in-
stitution, and spoke at a number of smaller
Catholic institutions as well, including several
high schools. ,

Mr. Bush’s campaign managers also ‘sche-
duled some crucial photo-opportunity sessions

- with Catholic bishops: Archbishop John May of

St. Louis, president of the National Conference
of Catholic Bishops; Archbishop John F. Whea-
lon of Hartford; and Cardinal John Krol, retired
Archbishop of Philadelphia. "

Mr. Bush even appoirited a campaign liaison
for Catholics, Mr. Dinesh D’Souza, a young
journalist with.strong conservative credentials.

Governox‘%Michael Dukakis ' did speak at
Georgetown and the University of Seranton,
both Jesuit ‘institutions, but otherwise showed
no spetial interest in Catholics as a distinct vot-
ing bloc. -

Although exit polls disclosed that Governor
Dukakis won)|the Catholic vote by-a clear mar-
gin, they | revealed that abortion had been a
significant|issue for many.

Conservatiye pro-life Catholics were angered
by the governor’s stand on abortion, and they
voted for Yi President Bush overwhelmingly.
But that was to be expected.

What the Dukakis campaign may not have an-

ticipated was the uneasiness felt by many
middle-of-the-road and moderately liberal
Catholics pver the platform’s and the candi-
date’s abortion stance.
- These Catholics largely agree with the gov-
€rnor on tl‘pe egal aspects of the abortion con-
troversy, but|they are convinced that the issue
has a moral ension as well.

Neither the platform nor the candidate dis-
played muchi sensitivity to that moral dimen-
sion, or else they confined their moral analysis
to an mation of the woman’s sovereignty
over her own body. . :

The nationdl Democratic Party and its candi-

Tbe{m misreading the minds of their
Catholic
it may hate todo so, the party is going to have to
take another Jlook at abortion before the 1992
election. Whien it does, it had better not seek

counsel only from lefi-wing Catholics who fol-

ituents on this issue. As much as -
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Neglected middle-ground Catholics

Essays in
Theology

low a straight pro-choice line.

There is a large middle ground in the U.S.
Catholic community that both parties have been
neglecting. The Democrats seem to regard left-
of-center Catholics as genuinely representative”
of the Church on an issue like abortion.

Why else, for example, would Catholic
members of Congress have invited Marquette
Professor Daniel Maguire ‘rather than Father
Richard McCormick, SJ, formerly of George-
town and now of Notre Dame, to address them
on this issue earlier in the decade?

The letter of invitation, co-signed by then-
Congresswoman Geraldine Ferraro, included
materials provided by the pro-choice organiza- -
tion Catholics for a Free Choice. The whole ep-
isode came back to haunt her during her 1984
run for the vice presidency.

The Republicans, on the other hand, seem to

think that only right-wing Catholics are gen-
uinely representative of the Church. Why else
would Mr. Bush have selécted someone like
Dinesh D’Souza to be his campaign liaison with
Catholics? . .
. Mr. D’Souza was associated during his col-
lege days at Dartmouth with the independently
financed conservative studént newspaper that
has been embroiled recently in national con-
troversy and has servéd as editor of the often
stridently conservative Journal Crisis.

More to the point, he has been a strong and -
persistent critic of the U.S, Catholic bishops’
pastoral letters on peace and the economy, and
of the work of key staff members at the bishops’
conference — Father J. Bryan Hehir in particu-
lar. s N e
If Mr. Bush had selected a middle-of-the-
roader instead of a hard-line conservative to
tend his relations with U.S. Catholics, his de-
signee might not have won him any more Catho-
lic votes, but he or she would have at least given
him an accurate picture of the Catholic com-
munity and its values —more accurate certainly
that Mr. D’Souza seems to have provided.

In an interview with National Catholic New
Service at the end of the camipaign, Mr. D’Sou-
za said, ‘‘The (Bush) campaign made an effort
to identify with Catholic valites.’’ His examples
of Catholic values? Abortion, voluntary school
prayer, and tuition assistance.

Compare that list- with the U.S. Catholic
Bishops’ consistent- ethic-of-life agenda and
you see how far off the mark it is.

The story of Gideon, Part two

|
7 | By Cindy Bassett
Nearly every available man in the entire
country prepared to join Gideon’s army. Soon,
more than 30,000 men were assembled and
preparations' began for the battle against the
Midianites. Bven so, Gideon was still not con-
vinced that they would be able to defeat their
enemies. So he went alone to pray to God.
“Lord, please forgive me,”” Gideon prayed.
*‘I know that|you promised to use me to rescue

the Israelites |from the Midianites. We will be

outranked by| them 13 to 1. If you could just
give me a s sign that you are with me, I'll
lead your

some wool agp the ground outside. If, in the
morning, the i(wool is covered with dew but the
ground remajns dry, I’ll be certain of your
promise.” |
* The next n:brning, it was just as Gideon had
asked of the Llord, but his faith remained weak.
‘“‘Lord, please don’t be angry with me for ask-
ing a second time,"’ he prayed. ‘‘Tonight I'll
put out the fleece again. In the morning, if it is
dry and the ground is wet with dew, I'll be

ready to lead your people against the Midianites -

no matter what the odds."’ .
After God had given Gideon a second sign of

sfore he had done so, God gave
ructions: ‘‘Your army is far too
large. These men will think that they defeated
the Midianites by their own power. Remember
my promise tp you: ‘I will be fighting for you

huge army.

and the victory will be won as if these Midian- -
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ites were only one man.”**

Gideon went before his army and announced:
*“All of those who are afraid to fight the Midian-
ites should rn to their homes.”” After that,
there were only 10,000 men left in Gideon’s

army, but even so, the.Lord told him again that
there were still too many men. After the Lord
n which men to use in the battle,

iple in the battle. Tonight I'll put .
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there were only 300 left. The Israelites were ou-
tranked by the Midianites 450 to 1. .

Gideon surveyed the Midianites camped in
the valley below. Then he commanded: ‘‘Ton-
ight we attack!”’ . :

The 300 men who surrounded the Midianites
in the middle of the night were a peculiar sight.
Each man carried a trumpet;in one hand and a
jar with a torch inside it in thé other hand. When
Gideon gave the signal, each of them blew his
trumpet, broke the jar and shouted: “*A sword
for the Lord and Gideon!”” -

The Midianites, confused by the odd specta-
cle, began attacking each other. The ones who
ran away were pursued by Gideon’s 300 men
and defeated. . ‘

When the battle was over, the Israelites tried
to make Gideon their king. ‘*You have defeated
jour enemies!”’ they shouted. ““You and your
descendants, Gideon, shall rule over us for- -
ever!” . .

““We must never forget that it was the Lord
who defeated the Midianites,”’ Gideon remin-
ded them. * And he alone shall be your ruler.”

The Israelites lived in peace for 40 years until
Gideon died. Today, when someone says they
are ‘“putting out a fleece,’’ that person is asking
God for a small sign as did Gideon.

Scripture reference: Book of Judges,

Chapter 6:36 — Chapter 8:28.

Meditation: One person cannot do much
alone. But one person who has faith in God’s
promises can do just about anything even
when he is outranked by the odds.
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| Call the Covenant House 9-LINE, a hotline for troubled youth and

families, open 24-hours a day, seven days a week,
. from anywhere in the U.S. |
' : © 1-800-999-9999
' The street is no solution.
Old problems get worse, and new ones are created.
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A Trusted Friend
For Over 54 Years
In Heating
- T4
. ‘\ g

1 ADDITIONAL

-} Clean heat -
Exchanger
{1 Clean all burners
. 13 Clean pilot assembly .
and adjust flame
21 Oil motor

24 Hour
Emergency
Service

5o -
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SAVE AN

—
FURNACE SERVICE SPECIAL
.. Check and adjyust
all controls .
.1 Check and adjust l
thermostat
1 Check belts & filters

= |
$34.95

"1 Clean smoke pipe

BRANDTHEATING &
- AIR CONDITIONING

4 237 Winton Rd. N. e —— |

OFF WITH .
THIS COUPON

Discount

Senior Citizen l
288-4270

Any Cleaning
or |
Service Call

l
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Climbing the Great Wall of China ...
ballooning over the Maasai Mara ...
solving a “murder” on the
Orient Express ...

L1/
Judy
Graper

Travel

The ‘Barn ‘Bazaar
Clover Street at Jefferson Road
Pittsford, New York 14534

because we've been . -
there, our capable con-
sultants will be able to

find the perfect combi-
nation of air, sea and

land travel arrangements
to,arrange the vacation
of your dreams.

Call us at 385-3820
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PAINFUL HEEL SPURS?

Q. 1 have painful hesl spurs.

What causes these and how can

1 get relief from them? .
A. Discomfort in the heel can be caused by
hesl spurs, usually & growth of calcium where
the muscles and ligamenits.of the foot attach.
The tearing away of the lining of the heel bone,
along with the healing process forms a layer
of the bony shelf at the bottom of the heel.

Women as well as men are likely td suffer Lower Pai
from this heei pain. The condition is accom- Bock é’"
panied by pain and stiffness in the bottom of R th Poin i
the heel. Especially when getting out of bed * . = on|;neg"‘~5ov: foot Sore
in the morning, or after prolonged periods of C‘;"éu-‘” Ankles

standing on your feet.

Orthotics, designed by Mario, Master Or-
thopedic Shoe Technician, can provide relief
from painful hieel spurs. The painful spur is
floated in air, transfering the body weight for-
ward, from the tender heel, by the use of an
orthotic, a shoe insert.

~

Bunions,
“Toe Cromps

Let Mario Cipriano of
SHOETECH Take Care of
Your Feet In the Perinton

Square Mall, Fairport,

" Follen or
- sore orches

. Sore Heel

Medical

Audiologists

EAST RIDGE HEARING CIR., INC.
_ Stephen T. Hart, M.A., CCC
96 East Ridge Road
Brockport: Lakeside Mem. Hospital
¢ Hearing Evaluations
* Hearing Aid Dispensing * 30-Day Trial

266-4130 . TTY 266-5107

EUGENE ANTHONY CIMINO, M.D.

MEDICAL AND SURGICAL TREATMENT
COMPLETE 4C0Nﬁ'ACT LENS SERVICE

HOURS BY APPOINTMENT .
TELEPHONE (716) 244-2200°

Pediatric Dentistry
Richard H. Powell, Jr., D.DS.
Cheryl Kelley, D.M.D.
370 White Spruce Blvd.-

(near Monroe Community College)

(716) 424-5005

OFFICE HOURS;
TUESDAY 10 - 9

WED, THURS, FRi 10~ 6
SATURDAY 10 - 2

Gastroenterologists

Dr. Louis V. Antignano
GASTROENTEROLY

Call 200 White Spruce Bivd
272-7640 or 244-1900

J. DANIEL SUBTELNY, D.D.S., M.S.
EDWARD SOMMERS, D.M.D.
BRUCE GOLDIN, D.M.D., Ph.D.

Ophthamologists
.OPTHALMOLOGY

OF EYE DISEASES

LAC DE VILLE PROFESSIONAL OFFICES
1972 SOUTH CLINTON AVENUE
ROCHESTER, NEW YORK 118

PENFIELD
OPTICIANS

1822 PENFIELD ROAD
PENFIELD, N.Y. 14526
(716) 381-3410
LARRY WHITESIDE

" LICENSED OPTICIAN

Orthodontists

40 GROVE STREET
PITTSFORD, N.Y. 14534

For information on advertising in
the Courier-Journal’s Medical Directory

Call: Kathy
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