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Columnists
Seeking the key to more vocations
By Father Paul J. Cuddy
Young Rob Cullivan is a features writer for
the Courier-Journal. He came to Auburn to interview me as a feature in the December 22 edition. Here is my reaction, with a pursuit at the
end. '
Dear Rob:
That interview in the Courier-Journal wasa
dandy. The large picture of my immense self in
some time to realize how well planned his tours
the large stuffed chair in the St. Alphonsus
were. He struck the correct button when he
Common Room brought many comments. One said: "Most who traveled with him were
person observed: "You looked so relaxed." beyond middle age. They figured if they went
Another said: "You looked so contented." One
with Father, they couldn't get hurt." Our accilady who has always regarded me with a pejora- dent incidence thankfully was low. And the
tive eye shot: "You looked so smug!"
friendships, both with the members of the tour
and with me, were a great bonus.
I liked the way you culled observations from
such diverse men you interviewed. John Dash,
Now to an important point. You are 23,
whose Democrat and Chronicle columns on re- cheerful, outgoing, with an outlandish hairstyle
ligion are always balanced, has — despite his that seems to match those stone-washed jeans
personal liberal tilt — always been fair even
the youth today are affecting. You are bright,
about the institutional Church. Did you know
and I presume- virtuous, and at least average in
that the Baltimore Catechism definition: "The
Catholic practice. Didn't you go to St. John FiChurch is the congregation of all those who
sher College? In the middle of our interview,' I
profess the faith of Christ, partake of the same
asked abruptly: "Why is it that no young men
.sacraments, and are' governed by their lawful
of your "age are drawn to the priesthood? After
pastors under one visible head" was composed
all, priests like me will die off soon. Who will
by St. Robert Belarmirie? It stressed the ipstitu- take our places to serve the people?"
tional Church without regarding the concept of
You gave three reasons for the disinclination:
the Mystical Body, that concept so clear in the 1. celibacy; 2. the disinclination of the young to
Gospels and in St. Paul, which has been part of
make a permanent commitment, as-required by
Catholic doctrine from the beginning. It came
the priesthood; and 3. the great variety of opinto modern times largely through the encycli- tions. When I objected to number two, spying:
cal entitled "The Mystical Body," promulgated ."Marriage equally requires permanent comby Pius XI. '
mitment", you replied somberly: "Yes, and
Deacon Leo Kester is always generous in his see how it's observed." Touche. That is worth
a separate article some time.
observations. I was glad he gave a special plug
for the Catholic Digest, recording that I send 40
What I ask of you is this. Write an article on
subscriptions to great nieces and nephews at
the pros and cons regarding the priesthood from
Christmastime... This is positive advertising.
the viewpoint of men in their 20s, your peers. If
Jack Burke, my barber for 15 years in Web- celibacy and permanent commitment seem
stumbling blocks, how do these relate to the
ster, is a traditional loquacious barber whom I
demands of the Gospel and of St. Paul? As for
greatly enjoyed. He clued me in on local events,
and entertains his clientele with corny jokes like options, I suppose that's one reason why seminaries flourish in the Third'World, viz. relathose of my friend, the late Father Robert
tively few options. But for me, there is no opKress.
—
tion ,so great as the priesthood, to praise God
Milford Voorhees from the Travel Bureau
became a good friend when the Courier-Journal and serve others in the ultimate of vocations,
contracted a travel program with him in 1972. the priesthood.
Although I was titled "Tour Conductor,"
Anyway, do the article plea'se. You may give
the answer we are all looking for.
which was a kind of baggage master, it took me

On the
Right side

The story of Gideon, Part one
By Cindy Bassett
One late night, a young man named Gideon
set himself a strange task. It was a cloudless
evening and the nearly full moon provided only
a sparse bit of light. Even so, Gideon was so determined that perhaps he would have been able
to accomplish his task with no light at. all.
Gideon's actions would have been a peculiar
sight by day. First he moved a huge rock, which
nearly took all of his strength, and then he
proceeded to dig a deep hole. When he was finished, he carefully placed several sheaves of
wheat in the hole.
If Gideon had looked up for even a brief moment from his work, he would have seen the
stranger w,ho sat quietly beneath the oak tree
just a few yards away. As this stranger waited
patiently for Gideon to no|ce him, the scene before him seemed to amuse the stranger Enormously.
As might be expected, when Gideon finally
did see this man, he was so startled that he cried
out and dropped the stick with which he had
been digging.
"Forgive me, I am not here to harm you,"
the stranger said matter-of-factly. "You were
so busy, I thought it better to wait until you had
finished."
Gideon hesitated-a few minutes before saying
anything. He studied the man intently, and then
he said, "Well, I don't suppose you are one of
the Midianites. I would have been killed for hiding even this little bit of grain.''
"No, certainly not, for I have come to tell
you that the Lord is with you!" the stranger announced.
"With me?" Gideon questioned, his face
perplexed. f'There are not many Hebrews living here who would agree with you. For the
past seven years, we feel as though the Lord has
abandoned us to our enemies, the Midianites.
Every year, at harvest time, they come and steal
our crops and livestock and we are helpless
against them. How can you say that God is with ,
me?:'
"You are mistaken, Gideon," the man re. plied, calling him by name. "It is the Hebrews
who have left God by worshiping the false god
of Baal. Even so, God has heard the cries of his
people. Go now and rescue Israel from these
Midianites."
"Me rescue a whole nation of people? That's
impossible," Gideon told him.
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"It will not be you who will defeat your enemies, but the Lord," the man continued. "You
will be able to triumph over the Midianites as if
they were just one man.''
Gideon was still not convinced., "Please wait
for me here until I return," he said.
A short time later, "Gideon came back with
some meat and broth as well as bread that had
been made without yeast. He placed everything,
before the stranger, saying, "If what you have
said is indeed a message from the Lord, please
give me some sort of sign."
"Place the meat and bread here on this
rock," the man instructed. "Now pour broth
over everything."
After Gideon had done so, the man touched
the food with a stick and a fire started and consumed everything. Before Gideon could say
anything, the stranger was gone. Realizing that
his visitor had been an angel, Gideon built an altar to God on the spot.
That same night, Gideon went and destroyed
the altar which the people of the town had built
to honor Baal. When they discovered the next
day that he had built a new altar to God in its
place, they went to Gideon's father. "Your son,
Gideon, must die for his offense against Baal!"
they cried.
"If Baal is truly a god, then he should be able
to defend himself," his father said to the angry
mob. "Besides, even now the Midianites are
preparing to attack us. We should be making
plans to defend ourselves.''
When Gideon heard that the Midianites were ^
camped across the valley, he sent messengers to
all parts of the country. "It is time to defeat our
enemies," the messengers proclaimed. "Come
and join the army of Gideon!"
To be continued...
Scripture reference: Book of Judges,
Chapter 6:1-35.
Meditation: Dear Jesus, help us to rely on
you and not on ourselves to accomplish the
things that you call us to do.
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. • Registered Nurses

• Home Health. Aides
• Homemakers

• Personal Case Aides
• Lie. Practical Nurses
• Nurses Aides

• Live-in Companions

• Reg. Nurse Supervision

7 days a week

• Screened-Insured-Bonded
• Emergency Response Services

1351 Mt. Hope Ave., Roch. NY 14620
Member NYS Assoc, of Health Care Providers, Inc.
Participating Practitioner " T h e Empire Plan"
1987 Attentive Care, Inc., EOE/Emp. 0 p p . Available
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Rochester's Finest
Traditional Men's Store

WINTER SALE
30% OFF

Cliff

Suits - Sportcoqre,- Outerwear

Holleiihaunh

WHITE HEARING AID CENTER
925 Sibley Tower BIdg.

20% OFF
All other seasonal merchandise

'Manhattan™
^ O r C U i t Automatic Signal Processor

SINCE 1 8 7 8

Whillock "Bros.

A hearing aid equipped with the Argosy
Manhattan''' Circuit continuously monitors
the environment and automatically adjusts
your hearing aid to provide maximum comfbrt and intelligibility in muse and quiet.
Let us help you"discover a Custom In-I'heL-ai Hearing Aid, with the Manhattan "' ( H
cuit! Also available malarial aids

24 West Main St.
454-1816
235 Park A v l n u e
(Corner of Goodman)
461 - 2220

454-3270
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Mon.-Fri. 10 aim.-3:30 p.m.
Evenings by Appointment
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Correct
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1989'Catholicttlmanac
No. 259-8, kivar, $13,95;
No. 262-8, cloth with
dust cover, $18.95

When you have thV;fi!|f9 Catholic Almanac, you have the
correct answers to quesThgns on virtually every aspect of
Catholicism around the world. Each year, this unique
resource is completely revised, so yoq. won't want to miss
this newest edition. Order today!
The 1989 Catholic Almanac" \& also available at (Logos and
Trant's bookstores in RochesteV.
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Please send mei
copy(ies)pf the !989Catholic Almanac, no. 259-8,

kivar, at $13.95 each;
.
*
icopy(ies) of the 1989 Catholic Almanac, no. 262-8,
cloth with dust cover, at $ 18.95 each.
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