-

Aqumas sophomore tells peers

. By Rob Cullivan
Fér Lynn Wesley, fire prevention is a relative
matter. The Aquinas Institute sophomore was
msp;ted {0 enter the Western New York Fire-
~man's Association beauty pageant last July by

and her uncle before making her speech. ‘(I

thought if) by some chance that I did win I

would be representing him (Tim) when he be-
came a fireman, and my uncle too. That just
* gave me such a thrill,”” she said, smiling.
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diences to warm up to Wesley. She recently
completed a tour of area grammar schoels,

peaki(ng to fourth- through sixth-graders on the -

topics' of fire prevention and vandalism. Last
October, before Halloween, she spoke to stu-

: her tmcle, Roger Damon, 4 past chief of the . Wesley géts her chance to represent her réla-  dents at Iroquois Middle School in West Iron-
’ Gatdg-Clnlx Fire Department. ‘ tives and the association at .as many as three dequmbout peer pressure to vandalize on a
i~ © Wesley was crowned queen of the pageant on  spedking - engagements a week at locations  night traditionally devoted to mischief. Young-
i July 29, winning in a field of 15 girls from  throughout Monroe County. But her interest in - sters, who might scoff at other authority fig-
) throughout western New York. Each contestant  fire' prevention goes beyond her royal duties.  ures, tend to listen to her because she has obser-
% had to deliver a speech on a fire-related topic,  According to her mother, Susan, theswhole fa-  ved the consequences of poor fire prevention,
: . perform a skit demonstratmg her personahty mily will drop what it’s doing to respond to a  she said.
and maode] an evening gown. neighborhood fire — watching on as Tim assists The beauty queen has also educated senior ci-
* In hexi Wt;ireW%lef); dlsc;:ssegl the condxé th?rgulver Ridge volunteers. him tizens on ﬁtZeqsafety. She was one. of several
tions c;ﬁ m men thce wi enf ey ;espon e family’ sl ez:lgernessng) sees secallucceeded kers at a a fire safety seminar for semjor ci-
to a call and the reasons.they cite for volunteer-  can sometimes lead to sacrifices. Susan n izens last October 4 at the Mapledale Party .
ing, *Their responses (to her question) were _ a particularly bitter cold night when Tim and
‘t!%tﬁrﬁ nnpohasbee qufanu] f 'thpth yed fire only that h House ii Rochester. *‘I'm really amazed at how /7
at firefighting n in my y.for a e others arrived at a fire only to realize that he little they know,”’ she said, noting: that Her au-
long ume, and it makes me f?cl proud fobe able  had forgottep his gloves at homie. Although she dience was aimed at teachmg audience members °
. to sérve my community, ’Wesley told the  was dressed lightly, Lynn began walking back k
- b how to escape burning buildings and use smoke
o Judge:s to theirjhouse to retrieve her brother’s gloves. ;. ..o R
> efighting is a family. affmr for‘ Wesley, - |As they stoed there, Susan and her husband,
whﬁ: 17-year-old brother, Tim, is a member |Clement, realized how cold it was and got in Currently, Wesley is taking a break from her g . 3
efighting Explorer Post 286. Tim, a senior  jtHeir car to pick up their daughter. By the time  ‘busy routine, which will pick up again in Fe- Linda Dow Hayes __ Courier-Journal
at Aquinas, wants to fdllow in hjs uncle’s foot- ey caught up with her, she was frostbitten. ““It  bruary. Following the end of her reign next ~ Lynn, Wesley, a sophomore’ at Aquinas -
steps and has applied to join the Ridge-Culver k us a few days to warm her up again,”” Su-  July, she hopes to continue her involvement in Insti{ute, won the title of queen for the
Volynteer Fire Association when he turns 18. an sai ¢ the community by organizing groups devoted to ~ Western New York Volunteer Fireman’s
His sister remembered thinking about him | Fortmately, it doesn’t take as long for au-  fire prevention. Association last July.
5 _ _ _ . . | - /
7 - - Yfriendship became®a victim of a natural parting.  an inoperable and virulent form of cancer In what I need and want. )
. . -?coul ’t understand why it bad to happen that = two years, slic was dead. “Do not let your hearts be ‘troubled. You
CO m ln way. 1 was angry, sad and spiteful all at énce, During those two years, we had many special  have faith inGod; have faith also in me’’ (John
ks d id because 1 didn’t want to be hurt  times. My mother didn’t ask, **Why me?’’ She  I4:1). This is a Scripture verse I memorized for
Vo Fnaxn : asked, *“Why not me?"’ Then she tried to live ~ my church group. I repeated .jt like a lucky .
: e, f A N ’ ,hWhen the first boy I ever told I loved dumped  each day to the fullest. She fought to live but charm, as if it had a magical power to protect
’ g ei ‘me, I couldn't believe it. I walked through my prayed, ‘‘Thy will be done.”’ me from all that could go wrong.
e days like a robot. I don’t remember any of my. I, on the other hand, flailed against the cards One day the significance of the word “let"
mis ses; but T must have studied because I have dealt me. Surely there was some right combina-  struck me. I have a choice whether or fot my
2 . trmiscnpts N tion of things to do that would §3ve her. Above  troubles overwhelm me. I can let them. Or I can
¥ _ By Linda Rome I remhember that the spaces betwee, my cry-  all, I did got want to lose her. not let them. I can put my faith in God and his
There are many endings in life: the natural  ing e longer and longer until only an oc- Yet through her death, I grew. I learned that Son, or I can put my faith in the world and my-
proggession of the seasons, changes of age,  casional song set me off. Accepting thepainand ~ God can bring good out of darkness and peace  self.
. grawings up and away. Sometimes it is difficult  then lefting go of it was the first step to healing. out of pain. And I learned to ‘“‘let go and let Leuing go is a hard discipline. It means ac-
to agcept the finality of these passages because * Many circumstances are beyond our cortrql:  God’’ because he knows better than I about  ceptance. It means choice. It means faith.
they do not jibe with our mentat images of how _ Accidents, illness and death are all supposed to .
our ljves-are sppposed to be. " happen to other people, not to us.-And when gram tt
> When 1 wass}l 14, my best friend started dating.  they do, we hardly can believe it. : M CQuald J esut t H lg h SChOOl tremenc
She walked between classes with het new boy- On the day my mother was to arrive for her b h l Colema
- friepd instead of with me, and met with him  first gx‘;andson s first birthday party, I got a tele- Sl b bl aguy w
after* school to study — the way we used to  phone Fall My mother had had emergency sur- 10 lrt c ntro e avalla e ¢ didn’th
togqtgxer She had less time for me and our  gery the night before. She was diagnosed with d C ll h CAR
: & , , * in didcesan Catholic high schools? i od
w— The Ca:
them by an apathetic public, it is no wonder that DAVE. l\ﬂENTEMP Semor then ha
s p e Q kln g adole:c&:x;hs often vote ignorantly, haphazardly AS Obviously, I-go-to Mc Quaxd and, i cadia a
or not a _ * Teurna
This is not to say that the vote should not be Teens d.ance Yith Catholic doctrmg ! do * be ?In the
lieve my school could possi stribute
given to this age group in order to prevent such birth 3 Séan Tr
’Ut meaningless voting from affecting elections. . contr .I also really dpn t tl'unk that - conds ¢
Rather, we must work to encourage young citi- See It birth contro] in the schools is a,good idea, The Cas
zens 'to participate intelligently in our democ- as it would ¢nly encourage sex. The schodl mark, v
> m— racy, In high school, ‘teachers should devote is a place of learning, not of sexuality. game fo
) _ By Scott Rhatigan part ‘of their cdurses to giving students an MIKE B . . ished th
*, Bishop Kearney High School understanding of our goverriment and present- I beli Isgotl:j’] S:mor be faced th - double
p day issues. Colleges are vital to this effort be- PAUL LEFROIS, Senior ieve that the facts must aced that te
de?tlg iigfliﬁnhgﬁylﬁ:egﬁﬁﬁﬁﬂé causg the greatélr part of this segment of saciety I think that birth control in the schools is teens do have: sex. When they have sex, g ce%arplé
. “derfocracy in action” to the youth of -our - is enfolled in college. Local and state politicians positive response to a real and present they run the risk of contracting diseases or tournan
i natiofs. It gaye those who could defend the coun- should speak to classes about'the benefits of vot- .1 oor. "Equcation does not seem j~  getting pregnant. Anything that will pre- ® Greece
! ing. Teachers could present election issues to ~ . & . ) 1o wor vent either one of th 11 worth i
g uya kight to say who would govern it. It may the classes and organize group reglstranon and D Ppreventing pregnancies and the spread of Sol ?‘ of the abgve is ,v’ve wo! i took col
. . also have been a mistake. " voting. P disease. But legally you must be 18 to have it. So say, Give us condors. buﬂd“%g
o The segment of the population affected by _sex. If you're under age, you're commit- A cad . |, defensiv
o this law & those between 18 and 21 — do not These efforts may seem wasteful because of ting statuatory rape — even if both partici- cademy seeks teen actors + keep the
! vote as frequently as do others. Therefore, poli- |, thq poor voting history of this part of our popu- pants are under 18. So I don’t think that High-school—age boys are invited to audition points ai
3 ncxams do not address the issues affecting this. lation. Such measures are, howe;ver, .the)least funding could be m sed to distribute birth for male roles in Nazareth Academy’s spring Lack
: grougrexcept to mollify parents’ concerns. With  we can do to preserve democracy for the fiiture. lg . h 0 Cistribute bt musical, “Camelot;’ January 9 and 10 from 3-6 —and{l
such jnattention and-the poor example set for  Voters today will be voters tomorrow. 2 control in the schools, as it would encour- ;. to gradt
x mi* ARRRRARKARAAARAARAAA KRR AAARAAAAAAhkk dk ¢ 2ge the violation of a law. I think- that this For more information, call Sister Mary rely on
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