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participate in Operation Rescue (demonstra­
tions) and still be pro-life," he said. "You 
have to be willing to accept the legal 
consequences. It's an agonizing process for 
most of these people because they have such 
a high regard for just laws.'' 

The priest said, however, that he disagreed 
with the statement's assertion that "the 
primary goal of civil disobedience is to 
educate people." 

"The primary purpose is to save a life; 
education is a secondary purpose here," 
Father Mugavero said. "That's where (pr.o-
life demonstrations) are different from civil 
disobedience. We're simply trying to save 
lives." 

Father David P. Simon, who was among 
170 people arrested at a Vestal clinic back on 
October 28, echoed Father Mugavero's reafc-
tion. 

"The Church is a sleeping giant; maybe 

Rite 
Continued from Page 5 
clear arms race, abortion, birth control!' 
Webster said. "We all interpret the Church ... 
but we try to give people all the ideas that are 
out there, and we try to tell people where does 
the official Church teaching fall." 

Generally, candidates and catechumens as­
sessed both the quality and the quantity of in­
formation presented in the sessions as 
excellent. To help avoid gaps in candidates' and 
catechumens' knowledge of the Church, Bil-
lington pointed out that Webster schedules 
several one-on-one interviews with each per­
son throughout the year. 

"She asks 'Are we getting the information 
to you that you need?" he said. "There were 
some questions I had about policies and proce­
dures. She wrote them down and incorporat­
ed those right into the program. Later, I found 
out that other people had had some of the 
same questions!' 

Candidates and catechumens can neverthe­
less envision some improvements. Some are put' 
off 'by the large number of people currently 
taking part in teaching sessions. Others, includ­
ing Houlihan, wish for closer rapport between 
RCIA participants and other congregation 
members. "I wish there was more sharing 
among people, I wish we knew each other bet­
ter ... and I wish more people from the con­
gregation could participate^' she said. 

A lack of involvement on behalf of most of 
the parish also worries Webster. Yet no matter 
how many sessions the RCIA team schedules, 
members cannot meet every need or answer ev­
ery question that will arise in a candidate's or 
catechumen's life of faith. 

"We tell them right up front that we aren't 
going to answer every question they have about 
the Catholic Church. We don't have all the an­
swers — not even those of us with master's 
degrees!' Webster said. "So what's the RCIA 
for? To teach them about Church teachings 
and practices, and about where to look for an­
swers to their questions after the process is 
finished." 
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numbers of potential candidates for the priest­
hood, Father Valenti is not content with the 
status quo. In January, another discern­
ment/support group will start at St. John Fish­
er College. This group will consist of both men 
and women exploring vocations, both ordained 
and non-ordained. "I hope that's going to be 
another means of recruiting to the priesthood!' 
Father Valenti said. 

In addition, Father Valenti intends to recruit 
newly ordained priests to help discover more 
possible vocations to the priesthood. These pri­
ests will help to begin identifying potential 
priest candidates who are still, in grammar 
school. Several of those priests are stationed 
in the Southern Tier, and the vocations direc­
tor hopes to form some sort of vocations sup­
port group in that region of the diocese. 

Still, Father Valenti recognises that even with 
additional efforts, the numbers of today's 
seminarians will not equal those of previous 
generations. 

"I don't think we're going to have large num­
bers!' the priest acknowledged. "But there are 
some strong, strong candidates for the priest­
hood — men of faith, men of commitment, 
men filled,with the desire to serve. I think 
they're going to serve and serve well. 

"Although they're not large numbers!' he ad­
ded, "look what Jesus did with just 12!' 

this will start to awaken people," said Father 
Simon, who is pastor of St. Margaret Mary's 
Parish in Apalachin. "Everyone is afraid of 
offending one another, but (rescue missions) 
have proven to be a clear way to publicize the 
issue. Look at all the national debate taking 
plaee, if nothing else." 

Father Simon said that he, like Father 
Mugavero, agrees with the paper's acknowl­
edgement that rescues are only one of many 
ways to show oppose the decision to legalize 
abortion in America. 

"You've got to ask yourself, 'What are 
you doing?'" Father Simon said. "If you 
don't want to get involved in this manner, 
then what about another way?" 

David E. Long, executive director of 
Project Life of Rochester, said he was "very 
encouraged" by the diocesan position paper. 
In recent months, Long has been trying 
increase Catholic participation in rescue 
missions. 

"The position sounds like it is very 
supportive," said Long, who in recent 
months has organized several pro-life de­
monstrations in the Rochester area. "It's 
bold in the positive sense. There is a strong 
caution to stay non-violent, which is the basis 
of our group." 

Long — reached for comment Monday 
evening, Dec. 12, after a Brighton judge 
postponed sentencing the Project Life 
director in Connection with a pro-life de­
monstration in September — added that he 
was most happy for diocesan Catholics who 
are already involved with the pro-life mov­
ement. 

"They can feel more relieved now that 
they know they're being supported," Long 
said. 

Long and Gerald Crawford, who were 

convicted last month of third-degree criminal 
trespass, resisting arrest and other charges 
stemming from the September protest, were 
sentenced by Brighton Town Justice John J. 
Ark to 30 days in jail and a $1,000 fine. Both 
have refused to pay the fine. 

On Monday, Dec. 12, Ark postponed the 

two men's hearing, saying lie wanted to wait 
for a pre-sentencing report from probation 
officials before deciding their sentences. 
Long and Crawford could face up to a year 
in jail. 

Sentencing has been re-scheduled for Jan. 
9. 
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ranged for the legislature's president, Demo­
crat Kevin D. Murray, and Republican 
legislator Phil Fedele to visit the center, locat­
ed in the Edgerton Recreation Center on 
Rochester's north side 

"We met some of the individuals benefiting 
from the program and people directly involved 
in running the program!' Murray said of the 
visit. "We felt the program was justified!' 

Legislature Democrats subsequently includ­
ed $20,000 for the Action Center in a package 
of amendments to the finalized $599 million 
budget, which was approved by a 17-12 vote 
November 29. 

Geri Chaput, recently elected as president 
of the Monroe County Federation of Repub­
lican Women, was among those who helped 
obtain initial county funding for the Action 
Center. When that funding was threatened, 
Chaput readily agreed to help restore it. 

"It would be one thing if there wasn't the 
money!' she said. "(But) if they had $180,000 
for GeVa Theatre, I felt that it wasn't right to 
take away from the disabled" 

Despite the success of Dechaine's lobbying 
efforts, the Action Center still must meet a 
nearly $4,000 deficit in a budget she describes 
as "barely adequate. 

"We are still very distressed that we can't-get 
United Way funding and that we can't get more 
county funding!' Dechaine said. "We are serv­
ing Monroe County residents who can't pro­
vide these servicesv/or themselves!' 

SvwtMf cfatvi HtticU evttH 3 catvaUutt (ocatautA 

Younglove-Smith 
F u n e r a l H o m e , I n c . 

1511 Dewey Avenue 

458-6200 

Farrell-Ryan 
F u n e r a l H o m e 

51 W. Ridge Road 

254-3403 

Burns-Hanna 
F u n e r a l H o m e 

1795 E. Ridge Road 

467-5745 

GORDON SMITH • JAMES RYAN • THOMAS PLUMB • NORMAN MEYERS 

Funeral Directors 
of the 

Rochester Diocese 

Those who wish to have arrangements carried out in accordance with the ideals 
of their faith, contact the funeral directors listed below for pre-need or at-
need services and counseling. 

ROCHESTER 
Set your mind at ease, make FUNERAL arrangements with specialists 

at our home or in your home. 
• NULTON • MATTLE 

ASHTON-SMITH (716) 381-3900 • PAYNE NtJLTON 

ROCHESTER HILTON 

Crawford Funeral 
Home, Inc. 

'Serving the Greater Rochester Area' 
Located at 495 N. Winton Rd. 

(Between Atlantic & Humboldt) 
(716) 482-0400 

Sehauman*Sulewski 
Funeral Home Inc. 

Edwin Sulewski 
2100 St. Paul Street 

Rochester, N.Y. 14621 
(716) 342-3400 

Hedges Memorial 
Chapel, Inc. 

Serving Rochester and il 's Suburbs 
Rufu» H. Hedges • Robert W. Shaver 

James A. Aiello 
770 East Main St. 454-7070 

T h o m a s E. B u r g e r 
F u n e r a l H o m e I n c . 

735 East Ave., Hilton 392-7100 
Thomas E. Burger, Pres. 

"Serving St. Leo's Parish Community" 

IRONDEQUOIT GREECE 

Dreier-Giltner 
funeral Home Inc. 
Edward H. Dreier-Atan E. Ciltner 

1717 Portland Avenue 
Rochester, N.Y. 14617 

(716) 342-8500 

Paul W. Harris 
funeral Home Inc. 

Richard P. Harris Charles E. Davis 
570 Kings Highway S. 

(corner> Titus) 
(716) 544-2041 

Arndt funeral 
Home 

1118 Long Pond Rd. 
(Miulh . .rAlmilrn L inr ) I'arLir.u lor „ „ r KKJ 

Greece, N.Y. 14626 
Ronald John Arndl 

(716) 225-6350 

Vay, Schleieh 
and Meeson 

Funeral Home Inc. 
--(;*<-.-.-.-'. Urg<'-i J I K I * \ 1 . . . | C.mplrrr f-'j.tl " 

2692 Dewey Avenue 
Greece, N.Y. 14616 

(716) 663-5827 

GATES 

May funeral Home 
George L May Jr., Raymond L Welch 

2793 Culver Rd. 
Rochester, N.Y. 14622 

(716) 467-7957 

Sehauman-Sulewski 
funeral Home Inc. 

Edwin Sulewski 
2100 St. Paul Street 

Rochester, N.Y. 14624 
(716) 342-3400 

Alvah Halloran 
and Son, Inc. 
funeral Home 
H. Daniel Halloran 

2125 Chili Avenue 
(716) 247-7590 

DiPonzio funeral 
Home, Inc. 

(Across from St. Theodore's Church) 
219 Speocerport Road 
Rochester, N.Y. 14606 

254-6672 

Michael R. Yackiu 
funeral Home 

1270 Norton Street 
Rochester, N.Y. 14621 

(716)544-5000 
If no answer 342-9300 

Gabello funeral 
Services 

2309 Culver Road 
(near Norton) 

467-3210 
AJ. Gabello, Jr. 

RMCHART MONUMENT CO. 
UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT 

348 Cres twood Blvd. , Roches t e r , N.Y. 14624 
(off Buffalo Rd. near the Diocesan Pastoral Center) 

(716) 235-4490 

HART MONUMENT CO. 
2301 Dewey Avenue 
Opposite Holy Sepulchre Cemetery 

Since 1856 865-6746 


