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lumnists 
Reverence for the Blessed Sacrament 

By Father Paul J; Cuddy 
Father Pat Seelman, TOR, is the pastor of 

St. Francis of Assisi Parish in Auburn. TOR 
stands for Third Order Regular, a branch of 
the Franciscans. He is a great "devotions 
priest!' Recently, he had Forty Hours devotion 
for his people in cooperation with Father 
Richard Nangle, his associate. An added plus 
to the church is a small religious goods stand, 
with rosaries, medals and sundry religious ar
ticles, and a selection of devotional books. 
Striking the eye especially is a pile of "The Im
itation of Christ;' by Thomas a Kempis. This 
small book has for centuries been the most 
read Christian book after the Bible. It is return
ing to favor after being booted out for a gener
ation by the iconoclasts. 

The Forty Hours was conducted by Father 
Bart O'Brien, who has been retired from the 
"active priesthood" by reason of having 
reached the magic age of 70. His inactivity in
cludes giving retreats, conducting sundry reli
gious exercises, assisting as a supply at needing 
parishes. He is "a priest for all occasions!' 

The Sunday night instruction was on rever
ence toward the Lord present in the Blessed 
Sacrament. He noted that in recent years, the 
awful reverence we have had toward the sacra
ment has gradually been eroding into a casual-
ness which takes away the sensible and spiritual 
consciousness of the Sacramental Lord, with 
a weakening and even loss of faith. 

In his instruction, Father O'Brien pointed 
out many things to be concerned about 
Among them are: making the Sign of the Cross 
with care, thought, and reverence; approach
ing to receive the Sacred Host with hands fold
ed in an attitude of devotion, different from 
a secular stance; a devout attention at the Con
secration. Then, regarding genuflections, he in
structed that we should genuflect with right 
knee to the floor, looking at the tabernacle 
where the Lord is reserved. 

Since the tabernacle at St. Francis is still on 
the altar of the Blessed Sacrament in the cen
ter, as was traditional until recent guides direct
ed that the Eucharistic Lord should be parked 
out of the way so as not to be a distraction to 
the gathered community, his direction to gen
uflect to the floor is relevant But I don't know 
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what is supposed to be done when the Eu
charistic Lord is isolated to some roomette or 
to the backs of the gathered people. Perhaps 
he will add an explanation in his next dis
course. 

Quite puzzling is his direction: "Now, if you 
weigh over 175 pounds, do not try to genuflect. 
Simply make a reverent bow!' A man, tall and 
spare, could well weigh over 200 pounds and 
have no trouble genuflecting. Most of them do 
quite successfully. 

One thing I wish Father O'Brien would add 
to his list of directions is about Communion 
with non-Catholics present, which is usual at 
weddings and funerals. Most non-Catholics are 
not champing at the bit for Communion at a 
Catholic Mass. They just want to know what 
they should do. One priest expressed it quite 
well at a large funeral where there was a great 
mixture of Catholics, Protestants of many 
denominations, a few Jews, and non-religious 
people. Just before the homily, he said: "On 
the occasion when there is a mixture of Cathol
ics and non-Catholics at, Mass, people want to 
know what is expected at Communion time. 
Holy Communion is reserved only for prac
ticing Catholics. The National Conference of 
Catholics Bishops has directed: 'Because the 
Eucharist signifies a oneness of faith, life and 
worship as a community, reception of the Eu
charist by Christians not fully united with us 
would imply a oneness which does not exist, 
and for which we must pray! I nave found that 
most people just want to know what they 
should do, and are more at ease to have the 
record clear!' 

Perhaps Father O'Brien, who with Father 
Albert Shamon is one of the best instructors 
in the diocese, will develop that theme at some 
future date. 

If abortion is murder, who pays? 
By Father Richard P. McBrien 

In a recent letter to The New York Times 
(October 23), Dr. J.C. Willke, president of the 
National Right to Life Committee, took excep
tion to an editorial that had criticized then-Vice 
President George Bush's stand on abortion. 

In his first debate with Governor Michael 
Dukakis, the vice president was asked wheth
er he favored criminal punishment of a wom
an who has an abortion. It was one question 
for which he was obviously unprepared. 

The vice president conceded that "of course 
there's got to be some penalties to enforce the 
law!' but he admitted that he hadn't "sorted 
out" what they should be or on whom they 
should be imposed. Governor Dukakis chained 
that Bush was "prepared to brand a woman 
a criminal for making this decision." 

The damage-control squad, under the direc
tion of the vice president's campaign manag
er, James Baker, went to work immediately. 
The next morning, Baker told a press confer
ence that Bush "would not wish to see a wom
an labeled as a criminal, notwithstanding his 
view in favor of right to life!' 

"Frankly;' the campaign manager continued, 
"he thinks that a woman in a situation like that 
would be more properly considered an addi; 
tional victim, perhaps the second victim. That 
she would need help and love and not 
punishment!' 

Baker reported that the vice president would 
favor some punishment of the person perform
ing the abortion, but he did not indicate what 
penalty Bush had in mind. 

The Times editorial of September 29 sug
gested that Bush's position would not "satis
fy pro-lifers who want sinners behind bars!' 

Dr. Willke challenged that interpretation. 
The Times, he charged, hadn't done its "home
work!* He noted that during the first 200 years 
of this nation's history, when abortion was ille
gal, not a single woman who had an abortion 
was put in jail or even indicted. 

"But the 'hit man'̂ was!' he declared. "Abor
tionists were charged, convicted and sent to 
prison. 

"I have no doubt," Dr. Willke continued, 
"that's the way it will be again. I don't know 
of a single pro-life leader who would punish 
the mother!' 

I find that position astonishing. On what 
moral or ethical grounds does Dr. Willke ex
empt a woman who procures an abortion from 
personal responsibility for her action? • 

Essays in 
Theology 
The Catholic Church certainly does not. Its 

newly revised Code of Canon Law is clear and 
straightforward on the point: "A person who 
procures a completed abortion incurs an au
tomatic excommunication" (canon 1398). 

Bush regards the woman as an innocent 
"second-victim!' and apparently Dr. Willke 
buys that line. Is she somehow forced to hand 
over her unborn child to the abortionist's dead
ly instruments? Is she dragged kicking and 
screaming into the clinic? 

On the contrary, she sometimes has to fight 
her way through noisy lines of anti-abortion 
demonstrators. Will our "bleeding heart" 
right-to-lifers also regard as innocent "second 
victims" those 10,000 women in China and 
France who have already procured abortions 
via the new RU 486 abortion pill? 

Who is the morally culpable party in a pill-
induced abortion? Do we send only the drug
gist to the slammer? 

The fact of the matter is that those in the 
pro-life movement have always characterized 
abortion as murder, plain and simple. 

They want that street killer to go to jail, and 
to even be executed. But the woman who has 
an abortion? She gets off scot-free. 

What about the physician? How many years 
in prison would be appropriate for such a mur
derer? They don't want to say. They haven't 
"sorted it out" yet. 

What about the nurses? Or the taxi-driver 
who provides transportation to the clinic? 
They're all accomplices to murder, aren't they? 
What criminal penalty do they deserve? The 
pro-lifers don't even talk about them. 

It's time to go back to square one. What is 
abortion? Is it murder or is it something oth
er than murder? If it's murder, then let's treat 
it like murder — all .along the moral and legal 
line. 

If we're not prepared to do that — and the 
evidence is that not even the pro-lifers are — 
then let's start cleaning up our language — and 
our political posters. 

TRADING STAMPS 
S&t l Green. Top Value. Blue 
Chip. Plaid. Gold Bond. Red 
Holden, Big Bonus, Eagle. 
Quality. Family Discount, Big 
Dollar, LMC & BW coupons, 
Gold Strike and Shur-Value can 
help provide for the education 
of a needy Sioux Indian child. 
Please send yours to: St. 
Joseph's Indian School. Box 
02F8, Chamberlain. SD 57326. 

/6 entistry Is Not Expensive? 
Neglect Is! 

Glen A. Mclntyre, D.D.S. 
SUITE 216, 564 RIDGE ROAD EAST 

In the Eastridge Medical Center, between Hudson & Seneca 

342-0240 
This is our 13th year of concerned 

dental care and treatment 
We accept aft insurances and Medicaid 

In addition, we also accept MasterCard and Visa 

KATHY SHADDERS 
HAIR DESIGNS 
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With 
This 

Coupon 

._. CLIP 
PERM SPECIAL 

NOW $ 0 7 9 5 

ONLY MM 
$27 ! Expires 

12/31/88 

Includes Cut. Blow Dry Or S«t. Plus Our Famous 45 Day 
Guarantee. Thfs Is Not A Cheap Budget Perm It Is The Best FVrm 
Made Today And Will Be Applied By Our Experienced Stylists There 
Is No Such Thimj As A Hru/y Perm WE GUARAN1 KK IT' 

I 

I Kathy Shadder's Hair Design j 

•CLIP- CLIP-

j SHAMPOO & CUT ! ! SHAMPOO & SET | 

] $6-95 as ; | $6.95 * ] 
i Kathy Shadder's Hair Design I I Kathy Shadder's Hair Design j 

Locations: Hours Open: 
• 3499 Naato* Ave (24S-M54) Man Fn VIM otnipm Sai.ntm sPm 

_ • SMthtOWm P U n (Z72-04M) Mun hri 'MKI ' l l l l p m Sal.X S p m 

• CahMf-aMfl* Mats (34Z-M15) Mon-l-n »oo •MM p m Sal H1KI SfXtpm 

• M M Dmray A*a. (M3-1M7) Mmi-Wed x:«i 'mipm Th hi H.MI im. Sat "mi aim 

We're a FAMILY SALON that meets everyone's needs. 
We cany over 30 professional lines of hair care . 

products at the guaranteed lowest prices. 

Together 
we can 

a 
difference. 

Please help us put food on the tables and toys under the trees of 
less fortunate Rochester families this holiday season. Donate $5 

in canned foods, toys, or a cash gift and in return for your 
generosity, Greater Rochester Cablevision-will offer you a 

FREE CONNECTION 
Plus 2 weeks FREE service. 

Vbur donations will be distributed 
through the Salvation Army 
and the Clown Service Fund. inc. 

Call 987-6300 

GRC Hurry, otfer expires December 22. 1988 
Some restrictions may apply. 


