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Church leaders see new hope for Mideast peace 
By Jerry Filteau 

WASHINGTON (NC) — New signs of 
hope and difficulty in the Middle East drew 
the attention in November of church leaders 
seeking peace in the region. 

A decision by the Palestine National 
Council to proclaim a Palestinian state in the 
Israeli-occupied West Bank — and in the 
process implicitly recognizing Israel's right to 
existence and security — was hailed by 
church leaders as a step toward eventual 
peace. 

Lebanon, however, moved into a third 
month of a political crisis occasioned by 

_ Parliament's inability to elect a new presi­
dent. Maronite Patriarch Nasrallah P. Sfeir 
of Lebanon, who has played an increasingly 
prominent peace-seeking.role there, has been 
asked to nominate presidential candidates. 

Pope John Paul II November 19 called for 
* a new Italian initiative, for peace in the 

Middle East, saying the "conflict and 
division" there place "an intolerable 
mortgage of the future of entire peoples." 
The call came in a meeting with Italian Prime 
Minister Ciriaco de Mita. 

The next day at his Sunday Angelus talk in 
St. Peter's Square the pope urged prayers for 
peace and unity in Lebanon at this 
"particularly crucial moment in its history." 

That day's issue of L'Osservatore 
Romano, the Vatican newspaper, praised 
Palestine Liberation Organization leader 
Yasser Arafat for his "political bravery" in 
pushing for a Palestinian statehood resolu­
tion recognizing Israel. It called the resolu­
tion a "promising development." 

The Palestine National Council, meeting in 
Algiers, Algeria, voted 253-46 to declare an in­
dependent state based on U.N. Resolution 242, 
adopted hi 1967, which in part calls for "re­
spect for and acknowledgement of the sover­
eignty, territorial integrity and political 
independence of every state in the area and 
their right to live in peace within secure and 
recognized1 boundaries" 

Although the council, a kind of 
parliament-in-exile of Palestinian Arabs, did 
not explicitly recognize Israel in its action, it 
was the first time it had approved any 
measure even indicating acceptance of an 
Israeli state. 

As part of its new program, the council 
also called for withdrawal of Israel from the 
occupied territories of Gaza and the West 
Bank, including East Jerusalem, which Israel 
annexed in 1980 when it unilaterally declared 
an undivided Jerusalem as its capital. The 
council declared Jerusalem the capital of the 
new Palestinian state. 

Israel categorically rejected the council's 
program. 

»Archbishop Renato R. Martino, papal 
nuncio to the United Nations, expressed 
guarded hopefulness about the council's 
actions. He said the Vatican hopes that 
recent "signs of good will" might lead to 
"the realization of hopes and also to a fresh 
approach to longstanding questions." 

He reiterated the Holy See's support both 
for the right of Israel "to exist within secure, 
internationally recognized borders" and for 
the right of Palestinians to "their 

homeland." 
Latin-rite Patriarch Michel Sabbah of' 

Jerusalem, the first Palestinian to hold that 
position, issued a statement November 15 
saying he "wished success for the new state" 
and "welcomed any attempts which would 
bring peace and bring justice to the Palesti­
nian people." 

The political stalemate in Lebanon 
brought a statement of "support and solidar­
ity" for Patriarch Sfeir from Archbishop 
John L. May of St. Louis, president of the 
National Conference of Catholic Bishops, 
during the bishops' meeting in Washington. 

In September, the term of President Amin 
Gemayel expired. Christian members of 
Parliament, which elects a new president, 
refused to accept the sole candidate which 
Syria and the United States had agreed on 
and sought to have elected. 

Christians in Parliament boycotted the 
presidential balloting, arguing that it was 
unsafe for them to travel to the Parliament 
building in Syrian-controlled West. Beirut. 

With the Christians absent, Parliament 
lacked a quorum and had to postpone the 
elections. 

In October, 30 Christian members of 
Parliament asked Patriarch Sfeir to propose 
a list of four or more candidates for 
president. By a longstanding unwritten 
agreement the president must be a Maronite 
Catholic. 

Patriarch Sfeir was to negotiate with all 
parties in selecting candidates. 

On November 8, Richard Murphy, U.S. 
assistant secretary of state for the Middle 
East, urged the Maronite community to 
designate a short list of candidates. 

In a sharp reaction in mid-November the 
Lebanese bishops' Catholic Center for In­
formation said that "the conflict paralyzing 
the Lebanese state is not a problem of 
candidates" but "the military occupation, 
mainly Syrian, of 70 percent of the Lebanese 
territory, preventing the (members of 
Parliament) to meet and choose freely a 
president." 
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ity, which is stewardship." People in the dio­
cese will give when they feel a sense of direction 
and participation in programs, he continued, 
noting that "participation is the most impor­
tant part!' 

Several other DPC members praised the con-
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cept of stewardship, and asked if the diocese 
was- doing anything to encourage it. Father 
Mulligan pointed out that a stewardship pro­
gram already exists under the leadership of 
Patrick Sullivan, director of the Thanks Giv­
ing Appeal. 

As discussion of the seven task force recom­
mendations came to a close, Mancini suggest­
ed that the DPC should again focus on them 
in later meetings to provide input as plans for 
implementation are being developed. 

"When I saw seven concrete recommenda­
tions, I thought this is something we know 
(Bishop Clark) is interested in, topics that had 
to do with the diocese? Mancini explained. 

Mancini said that as a member of the Joint 
Executive Council, he had met with Bishop 
Clark several years ago to discuss the role of 
the DPC, and that the bishop had said that 
the pastoral council should work on what in­
terested the bishop. "With the amount of mon­
ey the diocese is talking about spending on 
these recommendations, it's obvious that these 
are things the bishop is interested in" the DPC 
member said. 

Father Mulligan ended the discussion of the 
seVen recommendations by noting that the Pri­
ests' Council had similarly asked "to be active­
ly involved at a point in which their input has 
meaning!' He added1 that the recommendations 
would be an appropriate topic for the DPC, 
as a consultative body, to address. 

Earlier in the day, DPC members heard an 
update from Father Tomasso regarding the 
progress of the regional assemblies and parish-
planning sessions. The priest reviewed some of 
the information he'd given to the DPC at their 
September 17 meeting, reporting that the pro­
gram has met enthusiastic support thus far and 
that the four training sessions that had already 
taken place had been attended by 280 people 
— far more than expected. Parishes were asked 
to send five people to the training sessions, but 
many were sending eight to 10 people, and 
some as many as 12 representatives. 

In addition to the eight main "training 
tracks" regional-assembly participants are fol­
lowing, Father Tomasso said a bi-lingual track 
for Hispanics, a track for the hearing impaired 
and a track for use on college campuses were 
being developed. Also under discussion is a 
track for hospital and prison chaplains. 

Father Tomasso also announced that a de­
sign team was being formed to oversee the 
Commitment to Ministry process begun at the 
assemblies and the hundreds of meetings the 
process will involve. The first meeting of the 
team is scheduled for November 29. Among 
those invited to participate are DPC members 
Carolyn Schulte, Northeast Region; Edward 
Bell, Southeast Region; and DPC chairperson, 
William Sponn, Southwest Region. 

The DPC also heard the executive commit­
tee decision that bingo would no longer be an 
agenda item for the body. Vice-chairperson 
Rita Goebert of the Yates/Ontario Wayne Re­
gion read a statement from the executive com­
mittee, stating that the question of parish use 
of bingo should be resolved by the individual 
parishes, not by the council. 

Goebert explained that DPC members had 
previously asked for bingo to be put on then-
agenda. The DPC had discussed bingo in the 
past, but had come to no resolution. The ex­
ecutive committee decided that because of 
limited time for the DPC to meet and because 
of the complexity of the bingo issue, that the 
body would be wiser to spend its energies on 
other issues and discussions. 

"lb get involved in an issue that would be 
rather touchy with parishes is inappropriate for 
us in the short time that we have to meetT Goe­
bert concluded. 
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