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What do you want me to do for you?

‘By Cindy Bassett

The roadside just dutside the town limits of
Jericho was a place of opportunity foi a per-
son like me. For anyone traveling to the tem-
ple in Jerusalem must necessarily pass here. It
was very likely that a good Hebrew’s heart
might be moved to give a few coins in passing
to a blind beggar who nearly stood in his path.

~ And just in case the passerby felt no tinges of

sympathy for my plight at first glance, he cer-
tainly could not ignore my loud pleas.

I was long past humiliation. There was just
no other way for me to exist in the world. My
real name is Bartimaeus, but most everyone in
Jericho called me “the blind beggar®’

People mistakenly assumed that my hearing
was faulty because I couldn’t see. But the truth
was 1 heard every insult that these travelers
heaped on my head as they walked along the
road.

They said: “Throw that disgusting creature
a coin or we’ll have no peace]’ or “Why doesn’t
someone put that man where no one will be
forced to look at him?”

I heard other things, too. I knew all of the
gossip of Jericho just from the little snatches
of conversation I heard from those going past
me.

One day, 1 heard people talking about Je-
sus of Nazareth. In fact, they seemed to speak
of nothing else. Some said that Jesus was just
the son of a carpenter who had become a
traveling preacher in the region. Qthers called
him some sort of miracle man.

“I saw it with my own eyes. He raised the
widow’s son from the dead!” )

“He fed 5,000 people with a few loaves and
fishes”

“Jesus talks of a new kingdom — open to
allf”

“But Jesus is a Jew. What kind of kingdom -
would this be?”

“1 understand that Jesus goes around with

The Bible
Corner

sinners and those who break the law!”

For my part, I waited for the day when Je-
sus would come along this road so that I could
decide for myself who he really was. I’d never
been to the temple in Jerusalem, but this dis-
gusting creature did know the Scriptures well.
Could Jesus be the Messiah promised by God
long ago?

I had not long to wait. One day, I heard a
huge crowd approaching. “Is it Jesus?” I asked
someone.

“Yes, it is he)’ I was told.

So I began shouting, “Jesus, Son of David,
have mercy on me!” There were many in the
crowd who tried to silence me, but 1 only
shouted louder until someone said, “Go now,
quickly. Jesus is calling you?

When at last I stood before him, Jesus
asked, “What do you want me to do for you?”

“Master, I want to see]’ I answered.

“Then go, your faith has healed you)’ Jesus
said kindly.

" When the crowd saw the miracle, they all be-
gan praising God. I could see, but that’s not
the real reason my life was changed. Before 1
had ever met Jesus that day on the roadside,
1 .heard him calling to me. And I decided to
follow him all the days of my life.

After his healing, Bartimaeus became a well-
known member of the Jerusalem church.

Scripture reference: Mark, Chapter 10:46-52.

Meditation: Dear Jesus, help us to respond
to your call in our lives and brmg our needs
before you in faith.

Two-track doctrin‘al system

by Father Richard P. McBrien

One of the central issues in the controversy
surrounding,. Father Charles Curran has been
the validity of the distinction between infalli-
ble and noninfallible teachings.

None of the moral teachings at issue in the
Curran case has been taught infallibly. Each
is a product of the ordinary magxstenum of
the Church.

Fat{er Curran and his supporters have ar-
gued that such noninfallible teachings are just
that: noninfallible. That is, they are subject to
error, in whole or in part. Under given circum-
stances, therefore, dissent from noninfallible
teachings is legitimate precisely because those
teachings. are not immune from error.

In their turn, Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger and

 his supporters have tended to collapse the dis-

tinction between infallible and noninfallible
teachings. Theologians, like everyone else, must
render obedience to all of the official teach-
ings of the Church, whether those teachings
be infallible or noninfallible, definitive or non-
definitive. The distinction is of no account.

There is a striking, but heretofore unack-
nowledged parallel between the positions tak-
en by both sides in the Curran dispute and the
positions taken in another ongoing debate
regarding the authority of the Catholic
Church’s social teachings.

In the Curran controversy, the liberals,
progressives, or moderates.— call them what
you will — have insisted on the distinction be-
tween infallible and noninfallible or definitive
and nondefinitive teachings, leaving room al-
ways for dissent from the.latter.

~ In the debate regarding the authority of
Catholic social doctrine, the progressives tend
to follow a “seamless garment” approach.

We aren’t supposed to excuse ourselves from
accepting the Church’s teaching on capital
punishment, for example, just because it has
less doctrinal weight than the official teach-
ing on abortion.

In the Curran controversy, the conservatives,
neoconservatives, and traditionalists reject or
regard as irrelevant the distinction between in-
fallible and noninfallible teachings. These con-
servative Catholics leave no room for dissent
from either kind of teaching.

In the debate regarding the authonty of
Catholic social doctrine, however, these same
conservatives take up the liberal line employed
in Father Curran’s defense; namely, that there
are two levels of teaching and Catholics are
only bound to accept the higher, or .more
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définitive, level.

According to this argument, there is no room
for disagreement with, much less dissent from,
any aspect of the Church’s teaching on abor-
tion, but good Catholics can find all kinds of
legitimate reasons for excusing themselves
from adherence to the Church’s official teach-
ings on capital punishment, warfare, economic
justice, and so forth,

What occurred at the recent synod in the
Archdiocese of Boston is entirely typical of
what seems to be going on today within the
Catholic Church’s conservative and neoconser-
vative wings.

During a discussion of the Boston synod’s
proposed mission statement on peace and jus-
tice and anti-abortion activities, many
delegates expressed disappointment that abor-
tion was the subject of special emphasis, while
issues such as capital punishment and gun con-
trol were nov. mentioned.

A Boston pastor objected to this lapse as

‘well as to recent editorials in the archdiocesan

newspaper and political literature mailed to pri-
ests — all of which seemed to give support,
he said, to “one national political party and
one individual candidate?’

Cardinal Bernard Law, one of the national
episcopal conference’s least enthusiastic sup-
porters of the “seamless garment” approach
to life issues, assured the delegates that he iden-

tified himself with those who would like to see -

these other matters dealt with.

However, he continued, these “other issues
are of another order. I am opposed to capital
punishment, as are the other bishops of the
United States, but at the same time I could not
say that every Catholic must agree with me?

“There is no warrant for anybody in the
Catholic Church to argue for abortion, and |

. certainly want to see the synod reflect the at-

titude of the bishops on abortion”

In a slightly different form, that’s Father
Curran’s argument.
. Politics does indeed make strange bed-
fellows.

Give the TRADING STAMPS
Gift of a S&ll Green, Top Value, Blue
Good Book Chip, Plaid, Gold Bond, Red
Cards-Gifts-Posters tHolden, Big Bonus, Eagle,
Jewelry Quality. Family Discount, Big
Gift Cerificates Dollar, LMC & BW coupons,
Mailing Gold Strike and Shur-vValue can

help provide for the education
of a needy Sioux Indian child.
Please send yours to: St.
Joseph's Indian School, Box
02F8, Chamberlain, SD 57326.

Special Orders

- (746) 473-8634
_ Mon:Fri. 10-5, Sat. 10-3
935 East Ave., cor. Barrington St.

The
Correct
Answers

1989 Catholic Almanac
No. 259-8, kivar, $13.95;
No. 262-8, cloth with
dust cover, $18.95

When you have the /989 Catholic Almanac, you have the

correct answers to questions on virtually every aspect of

Catholicism around the world. Each year, this unique

resource is completely revised, so you won’t want to miss
- this newest edition. Order today!

The 1989 Catholic Almanac is also available at Logos and
Trant’s bookstores in Rochester.

The Courier-Journal
1150 Buffalo Road
Rochester, New York 14624

Please send me:

copy(ies) of the 1989 Catholic Almanac, no. 259-8,

kivar, at $13.95 each;

copy(ies) of the 1989 Catholic Almanac, no. 262-8,

cloth with dust cover, at $18.95 each.
Name '
Address Apt.
City State Zip
Payment must accompany order.

Make checks payable 10 the Courier-Journal

God grants Amazing Graces
. to those who Honor Mary

PRAY THE ROSARY.. .with the only
rosary designed to teach the mysteries
THE SYMBOLIC ROSARY...initiated and promoted by
Richard Cardinal Cushing, the late and beloved
Archbishop of Boston. .. utilizes beautiful 3-dimen-
sional symbols that depict the 15 Mysteries so vividly .
" that the rosary “comes to life” and each Mystery
takes on increased meaning.

THIS MAGNIFICENT, HANDCRAFTED
ROSARY has multi-faceted beads that reflect
the scintillating colors of the Aurora Borealis.
The silvered symbols of the 15 Mysteries make
this rosary a unique and beautifal gift for
friends and relatives...or for you touse ina
new, inspired recitation of the rosary.

Offered to you at the low price of only
$12.95 each plus $2.25 postage and handling
or $24.00 for two plus $2.75 for postage
and handling.

FREE WITH EACH SYMBOLIC ROSARY... Rcccwe the “How To Say
The Rosary” booklet and “The Fifteen Promises of Mary” plus an
attractive, protective pouch for your new Rosary, and a beautiful medal
honoring Our Lady of Lourdes.

Mail to: The Special Favor Rosary Guild, Inc.
321 Barrack Hill Road (PO. Box 165)
Ridgefield, Connecticut 06877

Please send me at once ______(qty.) SYMBOLIC ROSARY(s) in these colors (check boxes below
for colors desired) at only $12.95 each plus $2.25 for postage and handling, or only $24.00 for two
rosaries, plus $2.75 for postage and handling. (CT RES. ADD SALES TAX)

{1 Diamond Clear 0J Sapphire Blue ] Ebony Black

[J I am enclosing check ormoney orderfor$ ____ payment in full.

[ Send C.O.D.; I will pay postage and CO.D. charges. CJ42
Mail my Gift-boxed Rosary(s) to: (please print)

NAME

ADDRESS -

CITY. e STATE ZIP

If you wish to ,uve your Gift Rosary blessed, venﬁcauon card will be enclosed. Check here (J.




