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Thursday, November 3, 1988

Woman’s plea

Contmued from Page 1
twO SO you can’t leave your room.

Was it the constant degradation? ‘‘You
stupid idiot,”” when I didn’t hang the rakes
up the proper way in the garage. ‘‘You lousy
stut,” when I asked if I could waitress my
junior year in high school. ‘You filthy
jackass,’’ when I wanted to wear bluejeans

. like everyone else back then.

Did it start with watching in terror as one
of my brothers was beaten by my father, then
watching my mother running frantically into

the room yelling my father’s name? But she !

wasn’t coming to her son’s defense, as I had
hoped for an instant; instedd she was horri-

|

Did the crack widen when one of my si-
blings, defeated and angry, forced me to have
sex with him on numerous occasions while my
mother cooked dinner, oblivious to the pain
and revulsion in her house? Did it grow more
jagged as one by one the older kids disap-
peared, leaving the younger ones behind to
drown in the misery?

Children need love, no matter how old they
are. There was never any affection in our house,
no hugs, never kisses. Being perfectly misera-
ble my adolescent years and dreaming of run-
ning away my high school years — yet having
no idea where to go — I settled on simpler sur-
vival tactics of clinging to any substitute form
of love.

I was 14 for my first sexual encounter of my

fied about what the neighbors would think. \ choasing. Actually, it wasm;’t quite choosing so
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much as it was that a boy wanted sex and I
grabbed on in hopes, that maybe he would love
me. 1 wanted someone, anyone to hold me. I

remember receiving more solace and security

when someone put his arm around me than
I could ever remember in my whole life. Sex
was how I reacted to the pain for another eight
years, always clinging, struggling with the
memories, groping, always crying my. prayers,

hoping God could forgive me someday. In be-

tween was the running away, sleeping here and
there, the wandering and the pregnancies —
a couple of them — and, of course, the secret
abortions.

Coming by the money and the confidential-
ity was they easy part. Planned Parenthood
was a household word at my high school, a
Catholic high school in Rochester. So off to
Planned Parenthood I went to learn my preg-

"nancy test was positive. No one ever asked me

if I was interested in learning about alterna-
tives. “Do you want the baby?” I stuttered,
“How can 1 ... my parents would kill me ...
What should 1 do?”” Then the hand reaching
across the desk. A slip of paper with a name
and number. I called and made an appoint-
ment using a fake name. 1 paid cash.

Never did anyone ever ask me if I wanted
to talk about it. Never did anyone say, “Are
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Funeral Directors

_ of the
Rochester Diocese

Those who wish to have arrangements carried out in accordance with th  ideals
of their faith, contact the funeral dn'ectors listed below for pre-nee
need services and counseling.

ROCHESTER

or at-

* NULTON
e ASHTON-SMITH

: Set your mind at ease, make FUNERAL arrangements with specialists

e MATTLE .
‘.o PAYNE NULTON

at our home or in your home.

(716)°381-3900

Crawford Funeral
Home, Ine.

Located at 495°N. Wintont Rd.
(Between Atlantic & Humboldt)

“Serving the Greater Rochester Area”

Schauman-Sulewski
Funeral Home Ine.

Edwin Sulewski
2100 St. Paul Street
Rochester, N.Y. 14621

Hedges Memorial
Chapel, Ine.

Serving Rochester and it’s Suburbs

James A. Aiello
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570 Kings Highway S.
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Greece, NY. 14626
Ronald John Arndt
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2692 Dewey Avenue
Greece, N.Y. 14616

(716) 342-3400

(716) 225.6350 (716) 663-5827
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May Funeral Home| |Schauman-Sulewski Alvah Halloran Thomas E. Burger
, | Funeral Home Ine. and Seon, Inc. Funeral Home Ine.

George L. May Jr. Raymond L. Weich Funeral Home
2703 Culver Rd. Edwin Sulewski i 735 East Ave., Hilton 392-7100
Rochester, NY. 14622 2100 St. Paul Street H. Daniel Halloran Thomas E. Burger, Pres.

(716) 467-7957 Rochester, NY. 14621 2125 Chili Avenue “Serving St. Leo’s Parish Community”

(716) 247-7590

Michael R. Yackiw
Funeral Home
1270 Norton Street
Rochester, NY. 14621

(716) 544-5000
If no answer 342-9300

Gabello Funeral
Services

2309 Culver Road
(near Norton)
467-3210
A.J. Gabello, Jr.
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MARRION MONUMENT CO.

476 State Street (corner of Jay)
Over 150 memorials in our INDOOR display rooms

(716) 546-4450
Owned & Operated by the Tedone Family

Since 1895

REICHART MONUMENT CO.
UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT

348 Crestwood Blvd., Rochester, N.Y. 14624

(off Buffalo Rd. near the Diocesan Pastoral Center)

(716) 235-4490

HART MON UMENT CO.

. 2301 Dewey Avenue

Since 1856

Opposue Holy Sepulchre Cemetery

865-6746

you sure?”’ I never heard anyone say that there
are other solutions. Sure I was mature enough
to understand what adoption meant, but you're
dealing with a confused, extremely unhappy,
scared teenager. Events happened in a daze.

I remember laying on the bed, while the
procedure was taking place, sobbing, scared to
open my eyes, knowing God was watching me
and knowing He was shuddering as much as
I at what I was doing. A nurse came and held
my hand. I told her I was Catholic and I knew
what [ was doing was wrong. Why didn’t she
sense my desolation and confusion, and offer
alternatives? So it went. I walked away feeling
like Judas.

So what can be learned here? Where could
the changes have taken place?

There’s the obvious: a warm and loving en-
vironment that at least gives children a chance,
Children need to be given self-respect and love,
Neighbors, teachers and friends need to step
in when -they see injustices being done. For
years, 1 prayed that someone would just pick
me up and put me down somewhere else, help
me, let me begin again. I’ll never understand
how so many people were aware of so many
problems in our family, yet no one ever became
involved in trying to help.

My escape was sex. Believe me, teenage girls
do not become involved in sexual activity for
the pleasure of it. If a boy hugged me, I would
have done nearly anything he asked. 1 had no
hope, absolutely no self-respect. I only knew
I was hungry for someone to care about me.

I see the pro-life sit-ins. Do any of those peo-
ple realize they are only intimidating so many
of the girls? Do any of these people try to talk
with the girls in a non-accusatory manner? Do
any offer their homes as sanctuaries? If I had
arrived outside an abortion clinic to picketing,
I would have run so fast. A teenage girl who

Continued on Page 18

495 N. Winton Road
Rochester, New York 14610
Telephone (716) 482-0400.

THOUGHTS ‘TO CONSIDER .

EDWIN SULEWSKI
FUNERAL DIRECTOR

Should | seli my
house. now that my
spouse has died?

Many people complain that living
in an empty house with all the -
- reminders of the deceased is pain-
ful. Usually at this time we are up- -
set and feel we would like to move -,
away. The time to sell, however, is
not the period right after the death
of a loved one! Moving away may re-
solve some immediate pain but it
also entails leaving friends, releas-
ing some very important assets, ad-
justing to an apartmentor moving in" -
with others. We recommend waiting
a year or more before a decision to .
sell one’s house is made. Then
check out a new area, even live in an
apartment for some time. Caution is
- important!

We purchase all forms ot insurance to protect our
family & assets, not because we expact the worst to
happen. but to be prepared. Doesn't it make sense
then to prepare for what will happen. Let our trained

, counselors assist.you with the many options available
i planning for a worry-free future. '
Burial Cremation "Entombment

SCHAUMAN-SULEWSKI

FUNERAL HOME
/2100 St. Paul St.  342:3400
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