
Thursdoy, October 20 , 1988 Courier-Journal. 

THOUGHTS TO CONSIDER 

EDWIN SULEWSKI 
FUNERAL DIRECTOR 

Does grief have 
a purpose? 

When someone we love very 
much dies we face a major change 
of lifestyle. The person we love is 
gone; usually our lifestyle changes 
drastically. Over the years we lived 
with another person, we developed 
habits of living and dependencies. 
Grief is a way of expressing that we 
disklike what has occurred. Through 
our grief we are forced to recognize 
that life has changed and will no 
longer be the same. The purpose of 
productive grief is to make us look 
toward a new lifestyle and to do the 
things necessary to create a new 
lifestyle. In the end we break with a 
past that no longer exists and we 
create new ways to do things and to 
organize our lives without the de­
ceased. 

We purchase all forms at insurance to protect our 
family & assets, not because we expect the worst to 
happen, but to be prepared Doesn't it make sense 
then to prepare for what will happen Let our trained 
counselors assist you with the many options available 
in planning for a worry-free future. 
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IN PRAISE 
OF GOD 

The Dominican 
Sisters of Hawthorne 

Servants of Relief 
for Incurable Cancer 

Put your faith in action. Fill your 
heart with His everlasting love. Ex­
perience the inner peace that comes 
from caring and serving selflessly. 

Our apostolate is to nurse and shelter 
people of any race, creed or color who 
are incurably-ill with cancer. We provide 
this care in our free homes located in 
New York, Pennsylvania, Massachu­
setts, Georgia, Minnesota and Ohio. As 
more women join our congregation, we 
plan to open new homes in other states. 

Not all of our sisters are nurses, but 
as part of our apostolate, all must 
directly help in the care of the patients. 
If you would like to know more about 
our work and community and religious 
life, contact: 
Sr. Anne Marie 
The Dominican Sisters of Hawthorne 
Rosary Hill Home 
600 Linda Avenue 
Hawthorne, New York 10532 
or call: (914) 769-4794 

Please send me more information about 
your Community. R-NY 

Name 
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City 

State Zip. 

ADVERTISING 
IS A NUMBERS 

GAME ... 

AND WE'VE GOT THE NUMBERS! 
Over 100,000 Readers Every Week 

No newspaper knows for sure exactly how many of its read­
ers will notice every advertisement, and of those who do see 
it... how many will act upon it. But it's a pretty sure bet 
that the more people your ad reaches, the greater the 
chances your ad will be seen ... and the greater the likeli­
hood for getting response; which is really what advertising's 
all about. 

So Why Not Play The Odds ... 

PLACE AN AD IN THE COURIER-JOURNAL 
AND WATCH IT PAY OFF! 

For Advertising Information, 
CALL: (716) 3284340 

Just who do I call my neighbor? 
By Cindy Bassett 

To: Theophilus* 
From: Luke 
Huge crowds turned out to see Jesus every­

where that he went.to preach.) However, not 
everyone who came wanted to become his real 
followers. You see, Theophilus, the Pharisees 
and experts in Hebrew law were certain that 
Jesus had come to destroy the laws given to 
Moses by God long ago. So they were always 
asking Jesus questions in an attempt to trick 
him. But there is much more to being a fol­
lower of Jesus than reciting laws ... 

"Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal 
life in the kingdom of God you preach about?" 
a young lawyer in the crowd stood and asked 
Jesus. 

Jesus knew exactly what was in this man's 
heart, so he posed a question to him in reply. 
"What do the laws of Moses say about this?" 

"It is written in the law that we should love 
God with all of our heart, soul, mind and 
strength. And that we should love our neigh­
bor as we love ourselves!' the young man an­
swered. 

"You have spoken well!' Jesus said. "Go and 
do this and you shall live forever." 

But the lawyer was still not satisfied, and so 
he asked Jesus, "Just who is my neighbor?" 

This time, Jesus did not answer him direct­
ly. Instead, he turned to the crowd and told this 
story: 

"A man was traveling from Jerusalem to 
Jericho by way of a certain road that was 
known to be very dangerous. There were many 
places where robbers could hide in ambush. 

"Sure enough, this man was overtaken by 
robbers. Not only did they take all of his mon­
ey and possessions, but they beat him and left 
him for dead along the roadside. 

"A short time later, a priest came along. 
Even though the fellow was badly in need of 
his help, he went right by. So, too, with a Le-

Corner 
vite who hurried along to the duties that he 
needed to perform at the temple. The poor 
man was as good as dead now. 

"A few hours later, a Samaritan was travel­
ing along this same road. When he saw the 
man lying there, he stopped. After he had 
bandaged up his wounds, this Samaritan put 
him on his donkey and took him to a nearby, 
inn, where he waited on the man. 

"Before he left, the Samaritan went to the 
innkeeper and said, 'I will come back in a few 
days. Here is some money. Get this man any­
thing that he needs. When I return, I will pay 
you for any additional expenses!" 

Jesus paused, then turned again to the law­
yer, and asked, "Which of these three men was 
a neighbor to the man who was robbed?" 

"Why the Samaritan, of course!' the lawyer 
replied. "He was the only one who showed any 
mercy?' 

Who is our neighbor, Theophilus?-Everyone 
we meet in our journey through life Jesus' fol­
lowers will not be known by their ability to re­
cite God's laws, but rather by the love they have 
for everyone they encounter. 
* Theophilus was an important Roman 
government official living in Antioch who 
wanted to know more about being a follower 
of Jesus Christ 

Scripture reference: Luke, Chapter 10:25-37. 
Meditation: A true neighbor reaches out to 

others in need with no thought of reward for 
himself. 

Candidates and legalized murder' 
By Father Richard P. McBrien 

Even though our bishops have consistently 
urged Catholics not to vote for political can­
didates on the basis of one issue alone, many 
Catholics will do exactly that this November. 

Such Catholics have been saying, or strongly 
implying, that a vote for Governor Michael 
Dukakis is a vote for abortion, while a vote 
for Vice President George Bush is a vote 
against abortion. For them, the issue is that 
clear-cut. 

Just as in 1984, when conservative Catholic 
guns were lobbing heavy artillery on Geraldine 
Ferraro, her opponent George Bush's own am­
biguous record on abortion was left unexa­
mined and uncriticized. That should not be 
allowed to happen again this year. 

If some Catholics are to vote on the basis 
of a single issue, contrary to their bishops' urg­
ing, then they should be challenged to do so 
in a fair-minded and morally consistent 
manner. 

If they're going to charge that Michael 
Dukakis supports legalized murder because he 
opposes making abortion a crime, then they 
have to acknowledge that George Bush also 
supports legalized murder because he, too, op­
poses making abortion a crime, at least under 
certain circumstances. 

George Bush favors legalized abortion in the 
cases of rape, incest, and danger to a mother's 
life In taking that position, he departs not only 
from the language of the Republican platform, 
but also from the clear and unmistakable 
teaching of the Catholic Church. 

When challenged recently by the press to ex­
plain the discrepancy between his own relative­
ly liberal position on abortion and that of the 
national platform, Bush replied: "The plat­
form states the position of the platform, but 
nobody in our party takes a litmus test that 
says that everybody has to agree on every issue!' 

When a reporter persisted by asking him to 
reconcile the differing views, Bush shot back: 
"Well, go read the platform. I'vej given you the 
Bush position, try and figure it out" (New York 
Times, September 10, 1988). j 

Bush's own awkwardness on trie abortion is­
sue was previously evident in the 1980 and 1984 
campaigns. In 1980, while running for the 
GOP presidential nomination against Ronald 
Reagan, Bush held the position to which he has 
now returned eight years later;! namely, that 
abortion should be legal in the cases of rape, 
incest, and danger to the mother's life. 

Once nominated to be Reagan's running 
mate, however, George Bush changed his po­
sition to bring it into line with Reagan's. 

When President Reagan and Vice President 
Bush ran for re-election in 1984, the abortion 
issue occupied a much greater role than it has 
thus far in 1988. In 1984, as in 1988, Bush's 
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personal position was subject to press scrutiny. 
On Sept. 11, 1984, Bush told reporters in 

Columbia, S.C., that he would personally ap­
prove of abortion in the case of rape, but that 
he wouldn't favor the use of public funds to 
pay for such abortions. The press noted, that 
he had taken the opposite position in 1980. 

Bush said that he was hesitant to take ques­
tions on abortion, and that he wanted to ex­
ercise his right as an American "to remain 
silent" 

When asked if he though his credibility had 
been damaged by his assertion that his posi­
tion on abortion had not changed, when in­
deed it had, he said: "No. There's an awful lot 
of things I don't remember" (New York Times, 
September 12 and 24, 1984). 

According to official Catholic teaching, ev­
ery single abortion is immoral. There are no 
exceptions. The fetus inside the body of a 
raped woman or of a woman violated by her 
own lather or of a woman whose life would 
be endangered by a continued pregnancy is just 
as innocent and has just as much right to life 
as any other fetus. 

George Bush, however, believes that the law 
should not protect every innocent fetus' right 
to life. He would make some exceptions. It fol­
lows, therefore, that both of this year's 
presidential candidates favor "legalized .mur­
der!' Their differences are only a matter of de­
gree, not of kind. 

Consequently, for those Catholics who in­
tend to cast their ballots this year on the basis 
of the single issue of abortion, their vote for 
Bush has to be labeled for what it is: a vote 
for the lesser of two evils. 

The choice this year is not between one can­
didate who favors abortion and another who 
opposes it. The moral and political reasoning 
of conservative^atholics might be taken more 
seriously within the Church if they would ac­
knowledge this to be the case. And their credi­
bility would rise even more substantially if, in 
the uncompromising defense of all innocent 
human life, conservative Catholics were to hold 
Bush's feet to the fire with nearly as much de­
termination as they hold Dukakis'. 

But this assumes a capacity for fair-
mindedness and moral consistency — qualities 
that seem to be in short supply on the Catho­
lic right, especially during political campaigns. 


