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Features 

Local activist gets taste of Salvadoran conflict 
By Lee Strong 

A quick scan of recent U.S. newspapers 
would suggest that little, if any, political up­
heaval is going on in El Salvador, and that Sal-
vadorans are enjoying a period of peace and 
stability. 

Yet nothing could be further from the truth, 
according to John E. Till Jr. of Mother of Sor­
rows Parish in Greece. 

On July 21, TilL-as-part of a 40-member U.S. 
delegation to the Central American nation, 
participated in a non-violent march of workers 
and supporters in the nation's capitol of San 
Salvador. Estimates of the size of the march 
range from 5,000 to 25,000 protesters, but all 
accounts say the protest was the largest anti-
government demonstration this year. The 
march was intended to protest a national emer­
gency law being considered by the National As­
sembly and to demand the release of an 
imprisoned labor leader. 

The marchers were proceeding peacefully 
from the cathedral to the national assembly 
building, Till said, when they were halted by 
treasury police and security forces. The police 
opened fire — either at the marchers or over 
their heads, according to various witnesses — 
and shot tear gas into the crowd. Several peo­
ple were injured, including a woman from the 
United States. 

"It was kind of an alarming experience be­
cause- 1 could see tear gas pellets coming at meT 
Till said. "It was a peaceful march; that attack 
was completely unprovoked!' 

The U.S. delegation — consisting mainly of 
students and teachers — visited El Salvador 
July 20 to August 2 to participate in an annu­
al march commemorating the deaths of 30 
university students killed in San Salvador on 
July 30, 1975. Delegations from a number of 
other nations — including Canada, Germany, 
Austria and Switzerland — were also in the 
country to participate in the march, which was 
co-sponsored by the National Unity of Sal­
vadoran Workers (UNTS) and the General As­
sociation of Salvadoran University Students. 

According to Till, who is the convener of the 
Rochester Committee on Latin America, the 

Campesino children assemble outside San Salvador's Cathedral before attempting to march to their country's'National Assei 

U.S. delegates also made the trip to show sup­
port for the Salvadoran people, to deliver 
$15,000 in medical supplies and to see first­
hand the situation in the country. The July 21 
march was the first of many eye-opening ex­
periences, Till noted. 

The day after that march, one of its Salvado­
ran organizers was arrested. Although the dele­
gation members and human rights groups in 
the United States have tried to find out what 

happened to the man, the Salvadoran govern­
ment has said nothing about him, Till said. 

The fate of Rigoberto Orellana, another op­
position leader with whom the group was in 
contact, is known, however. Leader of an or­
ganization known as the Movement for Bread, 
Land, Work and Liberty, Orellana met July 27 
with several leaders of the U.S. delegation, in­
cluding Mike Zielinski of the Committee in 
Solidarity with the People of El Salvador in 

Washington, D.C. The next day, Orellana was 
dead. 

"The official report was that he died in a 
car accident;' Zielinski said. "But investigators 
for the non-governmental human rights com­
mittee said that he'd been tortured and killed. 
At the funeral, I saw the body. There were 
marks of torture on his face, and his throat had 
been slashed!' 

Continaed on Page 10 
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Fall ui the Finger Lakes is a special experience. The hills ar te 
the spring are suddenly ablaze with color. T h e lakes' take on 
hue. In CAYUGA COUNTY, we specialize in fall fun. 
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Hike one of our many trails • 
itself for winter. At Fair 
trails.. j \ i Fillmore Glen State 

. dorlt miss the Cayuga Counjb 
Cato. 

id experience the quiet hum of the forest readying 
Beach State Park you'll find over 10km of 

Park in Moravia, 4km await your exploration...and 
Trail, a 15-mile stretch between Fair Haven and 

Fall fishing is superb • 
Shakespeare Fall King 
Day...8eat last year's < 

30-pound-plus salmon almost a ho hum event. The 
ion Derby kicks off the season just before Labor 

Ipion catch, a 38 lb. 8oz. Chinook! 

Up for a wilderness adventure? Visit Bear Swafnp..3300 acres of forest preserve 
just off Rt. 41A in the southeast part'of the County. A popular spot for fishing, 
wildlife watching, and wilderness camping.' 

For the naturalist in you, visit Howiand Island Wildlife Management area, 
directly north of the world-famous Montezuma National Wildlife Refuge north 
of Port Byron. 

Need more than the Great Outdoors? There's lots to do in Cayuga County...fall 
is a busy time. For instance, you can see the best in antique and classic cars from 
September 3-5 in Auburn's Emerson Park. Wonder Week goes on September 
19-25...creativity festival happenings throughout the County and festival finale 
days in Auburn featuring an arts and crafts fair. Don't miss any of our exciting 
fall happenirigs...Call or write for our Calendar of Events. 

Tempted? We hope so? Fall in the Finger Lakes is so special...you just can't 
afford to miss a moment of it. At the .risk of rush 
enjoying fall in Cayuga County, think about ©wfytji 
spring. Cayuga County...you'll have a greartjme 12/ 

For more information on 
Cayuga County call: 
315-536-7488 or write: 

Finger Lakes Association 
309 Lake St 
PennYan, NY 14527 

things a bit, while you're 
ag coming up in winter and 
lonths out of the year. 
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New Schedules Go Into Effect 
Labor Day, Monday, Sept. 5 
It's back, to work, back to school, bade -
to full RTS bus service for area residents. 
The new fall schedules are now available, 
and that means more service, more 
often for you. don't miss a minute of 
the convenience. The new schedules 
are in the racks and can be picked up 
at our Midtown Information Center/ 
as well as hundreds of other locations 
around town. For further details, call 
RTS (TTY) at 288-1700. 


