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Pertinent observations from the past

By Father Paul 1. Cuddy
A few years after Vatican II ended in 1965
— when the Church was in a turmoil from
change and experimentation, and the takers-
over kept repeating: “Before Vatican II Cathol-

ics knew nothing of their religion)’ and the .

liturgists were having a field day with ritual —
this column presented some pertinent obser-
vations which are relevant today, especially a
disdain for those who held traditionalists in
bumptious contempt. I am satisfied with the
vernacular, but I think that the abrupt drop-
ping of the Tridentine Mass was a great mis-
take. Bishop Kearney was so pleased with the
column that he sent me a note of commenda-
tion in his own beautiful handwriting. I wish
I had kept it. So here is the column.
Dispelling Myths

Miyth: Before the council people didn’t know
anything about the Mass. Now we have the
Mass in the vernacular, and the people under-
stand it.

Reply: How naive can you be? I ask you a
question: Now that the Mass is in the vernacu-
lar, do people generally know more about the

~ essentials of the Mass? I doubt it. Why? Be-

cause the Ritualist Club took over the com-
munications at first. They suppressed the

- sacrificial aspect of the Mass, overemphasized

the meal concept and introduced, in some
places, a vaudeville show of relevancy. The re-
sult: the people became saddened and uneasy
and puzzled. It is true that the community as-
pect of the Mass needed to be developed. But
wasn’t that the purpose of the council? Namely
to develop, update and better understand the

traditions handed down from the Apostles?

Myth: But the Mass was in Latin, whxch peo-
ple didn’t understand.

Reply: Evidently you are not fannhar with
the Mass books in English. Have you never
seen Father Steadman’s ‘My Sunday Missal‘?

It is a masterpiece of order, art and scriptural

instruction. We have nothing comparable to it
today. Because a man doesn’t know Greek or
German or French or Italian does not mean
that the Gospels or Goethe or Daniel-Rops or
L’Osservatore Romano are buried in good

- translations. This repetitive yapping: “Before
the council people didn’t understand anything -

about the Mass” is a canard. As Hitler said,
“Repm a lie often enough, and people will be-
lieve it}
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Myth: But the people didn’t participate in
the Mass.

Reply: Do you really think so? Today we
have more motion and commotion, more vol-
canoes in song and word, and more share in
the readings and response to the prayers. The
people carry gifts and give the Sign of Peace.
But tell me, do you think because people are
sounding words and in motion that this is par-
ticipation? It is action surely, but authentic par-
ticipation means heart to heart — not just ear
to ear, or motion.

Myth: But the people share in the readings.

Reply: It is true that most congregations du-
tifully read the responsorial prayers as priest
and people trudge through the psalm after the
first reading. I think there is often quite a du-
bious comprehension of the beautiful psalms.
And frequently lectors cannot be understood.

Myth: The Slgn of Peace encourages unity
and love.

Reply: The Sign of Peace frequently gives -

me the willies. One effervescent priest in
Brooklyn was instructing his flock on the
ceremony. He proclaimed: “Do what is natu-
ral to you. Shake hands. Smile. Nod. Do what
comes naturally to you?” A big yahoo stood be-
tween his wife on the left and a pretty blonde
on the right. He shook hands with his wife and
gave the blonde bomber a big hug. I suppose
that came naturally. Were I married it would
seem pretty sterile to shake hands with my wife
or my children. Furthermore, it seems fraudu-
lent to be shaking hands with a deadbeat who
won’t pay me money he owes me, with.a cor-
dial “The peace of the Lord be with you?’ It
would be more honest to gaze into his eyes and
say sincerely: “When the Son of Man will
come, He will render to each man according
to his deeds. When are you going to pay up?”
Our liturgists who have bungled the Sign of
Peace could learn from the Eastern Rite Byzan-
tine Liturgy which effects it well and devoutly.

A ‘prophet’s dlsasterous homecommg

By Cindy Bassett
Ephraim glanced around the crowded syn-
agogue, looking for somewhere to sit. Hardly
an empty spot remained on this Sabbath. His
friend Samuel motioned for him, and Ephraim

. took his place in the assembly.

“Why so crowded today"” Ephraim asked
as he sat down.

“Do you remember the carpenter, Joseph,
who used to have a shop here in Nazareth?.
Some say his son, Jesus, has become a teach-
er of the law. The ruler of the synagogue has
invited him to read from the Scriptures today,’
Samuel replied.

“A teacher? Not very likely. He spent his
youth working in his father’s business. I don’t
suppose Jesus received any special training in
the law there]’ Ephraim said.

“Well, all the same, Jesus’ present occupa-
tion seems to be going around the countryside
preaching about a new kingdom;’ Samuel con-
tinued. “People are even clalmmg to be healed
b)' him”

“Impossible! Jesus is nothing more than a
simple carpenter. But we’'ll soon see for our-
selves)’ Ephraim said as the leader of the syn-
agogue came forward to say the opening
prayer.

Everyone in the assembly watched as Jesus
approached the lectern. He took the sacred
scroll and carefully unrolled it until he found
a particular passage from Isaiah. Then Jesus
read: “The Spirit of the Lord is on me because
he has sent me to preach good news to the
poor. | am here to proclaim freedom for the
prisoners and the oppressed, and healing for
the sick?

Those who heard Jesus were impressed with
the manner in which he had read the Scrip-

- tures. Then, as was customary, Jesus sat down

to interpret the reading.

Jesus said s:mply “Today these words are
being fulfilled in your hearing?’

“Whatever can Jesus mean?” Ephraim asked
his companion. “Certainly he does not think
himself capable of changing the world?”

Jesus waited for silence. He knew well what

The Bible
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was on their minds. Finally, he stood again,
saying, “No prophet is accepted in his
hometown. Although there were many widows
in Israel during a severe famine, Elijah was not
sent to any of them. Instead, God sent Elijah
to a foreign land to the widow in Sidon. And
so it will be for you because of your unbelief”’

“This is blasphemy!” Ephraim cried to
Samuel.

The entire assembly was furious and forced
Jesus from the synagogue. They were so an-
gry that they tried to drive him over a cliff near
the edge of Nazareth. But Jesus eluded them,
going instead to a synagogue in Capernaum
to preach. -

This time, as Jesus was reading to the peo-
ple, 2 man possessed by an evil spirit sudden-
ly rushed forward.

“Why have you come here, Jesus of
Nazareth?” the man shouted. “Do you want
to destroy us? I know who you are!” And the
man fell to the floor.

“Be quiet!” Jesus commanded. “Come out
of him!” With that, tlie demon left and the
man stood up.

. After this incident, news about Jesus start-
ed spreading all over Judea. People brought
their sick for him to heal wherever he went.

Many of the people in these towns begged
Jesus to stay with them. But Jesus refused, say-
ing, “These miracles are but a sign for some-
thing much greater here. I must preach the
good news of God’s kingdom to people every-
where. That is why I was sent”

Scripture reference: Luke 4:14-44.

Meditation: Your words, O Lord, are the way
to eternal life.
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Fall programs including
weekend retreats and Sunday programs.
Two week Fall Center Special.
Send for our Fall/Winter '88-89 Brochure.

Center of Renewal
Stella Niagara, N.Y. 14144
716/754-7376

(10 miles north of Niagara Falls, N.Y.)
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% HOME FOR

ADULTS
The Latest Coh_cept In
Residential Living For The
Adult Citizen In A
Park-Like Setting

¢ 24 Hour Staffing ¢ Library

¢ Latest Smoke &  * Lounges
Fire Detection * Chapel
System ¢ Green House

. Housekeeping ¢ Hobby & Craftroom
Services and more

Future Reservations Now Being Accepted

B 390, 36

Daily Rates From:

For Fuither Joseph A. Frate,
Information Call: Director
556 MAIDEN LANE 621-6160

{Near Mt. Read Bilvd.)
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inger Lakes Race Track

It’s All
FREE
for Seniors
Wednesday!

On Wednesday,
September 7, at Finger
Lakes Race Track,
everyone age 60 and-
over will receive:
® FREE Clubhouse

Admission
® FREE Program
® FREE Small

Beverage

The first Wednesday
of every month,
seniors can enjoy the
same great offer and
the excitement of
thoroughbred racing,
courtesy of Finger
Lakes Race Track!

Thruway Exit 44, Cananda:gua NY. For dnmn%raemtmns,

group parties and more informati

COMMERCIAL - INDUSTRIAL - INSTITUTIONAL

(716) 271-5500

704 Clinton Ave. South

Rochester, N.Y. 14620

¢ Heating

e Air
Conditioning

* Refrigeration

e Control
Systems

INC.

Country Club Plaza

East Rochester

(716) 3856530
Does Your Church Need A New Organ or Piano?

" We recommend the Allen Digital Computer Organ. No unification of stops, no
periodic tuning. Consoles, specifications, and casework custom designed for

your church at reasonable costs.

Outstanding pipe organ sound unaffected by today's lower heat requirements.

Complete Selection of Pianos & Organs for Home, Chm'ch, and School

Fine Pianos and Organs by

Allen, Steinway, Sohmer,

Everett, Yamaha and others.

Joseph Shale Inc.
Mon.-Fri. 10 am.-9 pm.
Saturday 10 a.m.-5 pm.

ADC 5000 Drawknob
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