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Catholic school.'s and of parish religious-
education programs. “Now, for the first time,
we are working together)’ she said. “I look for

a sharing of sacramental training and liturgi- -

cal celebrations. This will enrich parish life?®
Father Joseph M. Jankowiak, pastor of St.
‘Mary’s, did raise-a question about the effect
the cluster formation will have on hiring prac-
tices, pointing out that in previous practice pri-
ority was placed on hiring school teachers in
preference to such other educational person-
nel as directors of religious education.
Responding to that question, Bishop Clark
said that specifics for hiring practices will be
worked out by the clusters. He noted, howev-

er, that decisions of that sort will have to be
made in light of overall regional needs, and
that “it may well be that schools will have to
be changed”

Sister Roberta Tierney, director of the Di-
vision of Education, said it would be appropri-
ate for the cluster board to make such a hiring

decision, and noted that the board might well

decide that the cluster has a greater need
for the religious education director than
for the teacher. Sister Tierney also pointed out
that with the cluster approach, such decisions
can be made involving several parishes, thus
making it possible for parishes to share educa-
tional personnel. A director of religious edu-
cation might well serve two or three parishes
that previously could not afford separately to

-hire full-time, qualified coordinators, she said.

Father David Gramkee, pastor of St. John
the Baptist Parish in Elmira, applauded Sis-
ter Tierney’s explanation of the comprehensive
nature of the cluster plan.

“When she spoke of ‘full scope’ in educa-
tion to include not only Catholic schools, but
adult education, sacramental training, pro-
grams for youth and young adults, Rite of
Christian Initiation for Adults, that is a new
dimension, and a new direction for us in edu-
cation]’ he said.
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Contributing to this article was Father John

S. Hayes of Elmira Heights.

Open house for tutors set

An open house for prospective tutors will
take place at the offices of Literacy Volunteers,
907 Culver Road, Rochester on Wednesday,
Sept. 7, from 7 to 8 p.m.

Individuals interested in teaching basic read-
ing and writing to an illiterate adult, or Eng-
lish as a second language to a foreign-born
resident, should call (716)288-5232 — between
10 a.m. and 2 p.m. weekdays — for infor-
mation.

Diocesan
Appointments

Bishop Matthew H. Clark has an-
nounced the following diocesan ap-
pointments:

Deacon Raymond Defendorf, parish
deacon at St. Mary’s Church, Corning, to
concurrent appointment as parish deacon
at St. Patrick’s Church, Corning, effec-
tive August 18.

Deacon Stephen Graff, parish deacon
of the Northern Cayuga Cluster, to con-
current appointment as associate director
of formation at the Permanent Diaconate
Office, effective July 1.
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