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making power” . -

For. those. people angered by the Church’s
treatmierit:of women, Gallagher believes Mary’s
Pence can prov1de an alternative. “We’re not
in competition with Peter’s Pence. If there are
Catholic people out there who are so angry
with the Catholic Church that they are back-
ing away, we're giving them a way to stay con-
necte

On the other hand, a brochure mailed to
potential supporters this summer includes a
coupon for use “in some way to notify Church
officials” of the choice to contribute to Mary’s
Pence. Gallagher explained that the coupon is

" ests and whole parishes to an 84-year-old

not mtended as a protest, but as a means of
information for those to whom the convention-
al means of access to local bishops may be
closed. “We hope that in this way the bishops
will see that there is an organization out there
and they will support it — especially with the
pastoral coming out]’ she said.

“The lack of awareness among local clergy
is practically incredulous — they have no idea
of what the lack of funding can do}’ Muschal-
Reinhardt added. “(The coupon) is an attempt
to make them aware, to raise the consciousness
of people to what the lack of funding does”’

Donations to Mary’s Pence already exceed
$25,000. And true to the foundation’s grass-
roots nature, contributors —ranging from pri-

woman from County Cork, Ireland — give an
average of $10.

Obits/et ceteral

In addition to soliciting individual contri-
butions, Mary’s Pence organizers are urging
women to request parish second collections to
benefit the foundation, to invite speakers on
the topic to parish or neighborhood groups,
and to plan fundraising events.

Meanwhile, the foundation, which has
pledged to distribute all donated funds in
grants beginning this fall, has already received
more than 37 requests from programs rang-
ing from storefront legal services in Qakland,
Calif., to a New York City group that helps the
homeless develop self-esteem and a sense of
community through Bible study. “We knew

" there was a need, but we didn’t realize how

great the need would be]’ Gallagher said.

In spite of the generous response by donors,
the future of Mary’s Penceis overshadowed by
the need to find funds to meet administrative

+

costs. Gallagher noted that secular organiza-
tions won't-consider funding Mary’s Pence be-
cause it is Catholic. Catholic foundations, on
the other hand, have not responded, Gallagher
said, “because they don’t understand how we
are Church with no diocesan affiliation, all
women on the board, and no letter from the
Cardinal (Joseph Bernardin of the Archdio-
cese of Chicago)”

Volunteers urgently needed

Parents Anonymous of Rochester is in ur-
gent need of office staff personnel as well as
experienced leaders for its parent support
groups, speakers bureau and child-care
program.

Those who would like to help support fam-
ilies in crisis should call Kathy Bush at
(716)454-2300-for information.
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To place a classified ad, call-328-4340 ‘between 8:30
a.m.-4:30 p.m. Monday through Friday. Classified ads
cost 50 cents a word with a $7.50 minimum. If you
mail your ad to us, you may enclose payment or in-
“clude a billing address.
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