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. " . Thursday, August 25, 1988

By ‘Ibma A. Parsons

Marianne Liddie figured that 300 Billy Gra-
ham bumperstickers would bé more than
enough.

ButwhenlastweekendsﬁnalMasswasover
at St. Charles Borromeo Church in Greece,
Liddle discovered that fellow parishioners had
picked up every one.-

Patrick Shanley was likewise caught unaware
by the degree of interest in the crusade among
his fellow parishioners at Holy Apostles
Church in Rochester. “I believe a lot of Cathol-

_ics have been ‘closet followers’ of (Billy Gra-

ham) for a long time}® he said. “Now, with the
parish and the diocese expressing their support,
(those people)- are coming out ‘of the
woodwork?’

What’s happenmg at St. Charles and Holy
Apostles is good news for those who believe
that the Billy Graham Crusade, which sets
down in Rochester’s Silver Stadium Septem-
ber 11-17, offers-a prime opportunity for evan-
gelization among Catholics as well as members
of mainstream Protestant denominations who
comoprise the Rev. Graham’s more traditiorial
audience.

“I do see unity among Christians. I do see
them coming together in neighborhoods and
talkmg about the Lord? said Liddle. “We're go-
ing to bring people into the churches and get
them grounded. We'll plant the seed, and the
Lord will make it grow?’

For the past two weeks, Liddle and a group
of 40 other Catholic volunteers have been
telephoning pastors and contact people in each
of the diocése’s 161 parishes. The phone-athon
was organized to determine whether parishes
had received information regarding the cru-
sade, whether they had designated a mecha-
nism for follow-up, and whether they needed
more information.

Although the survey is not complete, results
so far indicate that parishes from Canandaigua
to Greece are planning to take advantage of

. the opportunity for evangelization, Some, like

Holy Apostles, have appointed parish liaisons.
Others, including St. Charles, - are actively
promoting the crusade through bulletin an-
nounoen;gnts and presentations during Mass-
es;forming:prayeidips. . -

“(The. phone-athon) was quite an excmng
thing to do because the volunteers are so.en-
thused about the Graham crusade)’ added
Margery Nurnberg, director of the diocesan
Department of Ecumenical and Interreligious
Affairs. “It’s very gratifying fo know how
many parishes have teams set up

Parish and diocesan follow up is needed be-
cause the aim of a Billy Graham Crusade is
to elicit a personal commitment to Christ from
participants, and then to connect those who
aren’t currently members of a church commu-
nity with one. Crusade organizers believe that
as many as 10 percent of the estimated
15-20,000 people who attend each mght’s serv-
ices will “come forward” to “declare for
Christ” Between 15 and 25 percent of those

~who come forward will be Catholics by virtue

of practice or inclination.

Because the crusade does not promote a par-

ticular Christian denomination, volunteers
known as counselors ask those who come for-
ward whether they are currently worshipping
at a church, whether a particular church in-
vited them, or whether they are affiliated with
a particular faith,

Those who come forward will then be con-
tacted — either by phone or in person — with-
in 48 hours by the counselor to whom they’
spoke at the crusade.

Marianne Liddle, who describes_herself as
a born-again Catholic, will be among those
working as a crusade counselor. She likens the
task of follow-up to caring for an infant.
“(They) will come forward and say, ‘I want the
Lord in my life] but you can’t stop there]’ she
explained. “Just like a baby, these people, baby
Christians, need nourishment. We're going to
be there to take them home to a church, to
teach them and nurture them through the nur-_
ture groups organized by the crusade”

Crusade officials will provide the names of
those who identify themselves as practicing or
baptized Catholics as well as those who are af-
filiated with or were invited by a Catholic par-
ish to the diocesan Pastoral Center. Diocesan
officials, in turn, will refer the names to ap-
propriate parishes.

Diocesan officials are suggesting a vanety
of specific ways for parish teams or individu-
als to follow up with crusade participants. Pos-
sibiliti¢s range from home visits to a special
welcommg liturgy, appointing parish “spon-
sors” for newcomers or providing introduc-
tions to the Rite of Christian Initiation of
Adults (RCIA) or religious education
programs.

Meanwhile, in preparation for the crusade,
Catholic parishioners are joining neighbor-
hood/workplace prayer groups, which will be-
gin gathering daily August 22 to pray for the
success of the crusade.

“Parishes are doing more, by and large, than
I expected;’ said Father Bob Werth, pastor of
St. Bridget’s Church and a member of a com-
mittee serving as a liaison between the Diocese
of Rochester and the local crusade. “It’s pick-
ing up steam?

The phone-athon and participation of more

than 48 parishes to date are indications of a

Catholic response local crusade direcfor Rick
Marshall considers “far beyond the ordinary.

“I would say the whole tone.of participa--
tion was set by -Bishop (Matthew H.) Clark
when he attended our announcement lunch-
eon last- Apnl ‘and ;gave his’ support and ap-
proval}* Marshall said. “That has really made
our work .and relationship here as congenial
as it has been?” ., -

Not all Catholics’ reactions have been posi-
tive. Some parishes have declined to take part.
Even those parishes — like Transfiguration in
Pittsford — that are actively promoting the
crusade include parishioners who don’t believe

Billy Graham has anything worthwhlle to say -

to Catholics. Others are snmply not interested,
according to Thomas Kirchoff, the parish cru-
sade coordinator. ]

Kirchoff, like Marshall, credits Bishop
Clark’s response for much of the positive reac-
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tion he has cncountered “1 really want to
thank Bishop Clark for coming out in open

support of the crusade. He has made it so -

much easier for us on the local level?’ he said.

Despite the damage inflicted on popular
evangelism by the scandals involving Jim and
Tammy Bakker, and Jimmy Swaggart, Billy
Graham’s message may also be reaching
Catholics because it comes at “a prime time”
for the evangelization in the Catholic Church,
according to Father Thomas P. Mull, 2 mem-
ber:of the diocesan Liaison Crusade Commit-
tee. “There’s been support (for evangelization)

coming from the Vatican, coming from
Washington, and coming from the local
church? he said. “Billy Graham is an evan-
gelist, but he is non-denominational, not con-

nected with a commercial fundraising group,

and he doesn’t do any of those mail-in types
of things on TV.
“(Graham’s) local xepr&sentatlv&s are also

“wonderful people. They are very, very intense

about their work for the Lord]’ Father Mull
added. “They have become very good exam-

ples for us” .
Continued on Page 6

%ssﬂnﬂrdhnwaceywnstaledfor
us in homes over the years. We are very

satisfied with the work and the quality of
your progucts, and with the courfesy,
cooperation and workmanship of your
workers.”

“onmvpanynstaledwayralﬂmaoenw
new home in 1948. | had a Tane air-conditioning
unit instakled and cakled on Isaac again because
Isaac’s service has always been excelfent and it's
equipment has always served us wel. Id definitely
recommend Isaac to my friends and. neighbors.”

FAMILY PRIDE IN WORKMANSHIP SINCE 1945 |

e QUALITY
o INTEGRITY
e VALUE

« ‘SERVICE

 546-1400

heating - air conditioning inc.
180 Charbotte St Rachestc N r 546-1400

. WI'IEN .YOU. NEED US ‘WE’I.I. BE THERE'
[ N N . T F ]
r SPEGIAI. OFFEB OR GOUBIER-JDIIBNA ‘READE

AS FUIINAGE CLEANING AND SAFI:TY lNSPEcTIDN OH
F OUR ‘REGULAR SERVICE RATE ON ANY. ROUTINE SEF

0% DISCOUNT OFF
ICE CALL

. (Not valad with anyother specnal offers - pnor serwce excluded)



Oe.HH

