-t-f'
i
i3
{
3
L
i
el
1
X,
¥

e

" GERER

fer

vague wo ds
of law on rite

By Lee Strong .

" The National Conference of Catholic
Bishops’ new one-month norm for general ab-
solution will not significantly affect practices
iin the Diocese of Rochester, according to.di-
ocesan officials.

The blshops ratified the rule, whlch is pend-
ing Vatican approval, by a vote of 205-72. The
new-criterion says that when a-bishop is faced
with the question of whether to allow general
absolutlon ina icular situation in his dio-

on he should use is whether,
' the:penitents-would

:iees that have t
Father Mull said.
“l dbn’t -see-it-as chan

the former dlrector of the diocesan liturgy of-
fice. “The new guideline has just made it more
specific — defined what a suitable period of
time is?’

Father Mull noted _
general absolution is:give; y in:special cir-
cumstances-and during particular seasons-of
the year when large numbers.of penitents seek

- -confession — both of which are allowed un-
~ger the code. He noted, however, that “if gener-
al absolution is offered in a situation where

there are more penitents than a confessor can
handle at a single time, instruction has to be
given that those guilty of serious sin have to
g0 to private individual confession — under
the new guidelines within 2 month®” Previous-
ly, the diocese 1 pehitents with seri-
ous sins. must individual cohfession

WD g:wi
— allow three forms of confessnon. mdmdu-

al confmons, commuual penance services
i i

lution is larger numbers of penitents than can
be aceommodated by the number of confes-

e in the diocese,.

“I'th a convert to genefal absﬁundn;’ Fa-
ther Marvm saids “I really wasn’t wild about

st, but we'had o db it out'

imbers, however. “It’s recon-
eommumty context, and

vows. It’s @ beaunful experience
te meaningful?

eported an increased number of

g to individual confession as a

Bisliop Joseph L: Hogan, who- frequently
conducts ,general absolqtton ntes at St.

mon. “I’ve been told by the.pastors of parish-
es that a numbervof people do. seck private

Yet a number of, panshes do not offér ¢ gener-
) n. Our lady of Vlctory Church in

Matk Miller spins Chnstine ‘Serwetayk
{top), and Bill Hrynczysyn does the
splits (left) as the“Ukrainian Dariceand -
Arts Council of Rochester perfonns

traditional dances: dui'ing St. Josaphat's |

annual festival. The event also featured -
Ukrainian arts and crg D
tions and food. .

- (general absolutlon)r

St. Leo’s in Hilton is an, _t ‘
never conducted a general:

“Father Chester Klocek, the pasto, .
the parish has scheduled enough ‘confessi
times to meet parishioners’ heeds,.and added
that he does not agree with géneral absoluhon
as it is sometimes used. -

“I don’t believe in general -absolution, be-
cause this is the mind of the Holy Father’
ther Klocek said: Headded that he thou
general absolution should only be used.
emergency situations — such as durin
of war or on smkmg ships at sea. “Thére’ 0
emergency in this country at all; T ihink g

absoluuon has been very abused » the pnst

said.
Father. Klocek also noted that 100 many peo-
ple are not’ takm& dvantage of regu] con=
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