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By Father Paul J.-Cuddy

Qnostiolr Are you movmg from Webster to
Auburn in October?

Answer: Yes, in October.- Father Foster
Rogers, the pastor, has acceptedane as a priest-
in-residence. The present St. Alphonsus Rec-
tory was formerly the convent. It had 17
bedrooms for a large commumty of Sisters of
St. Joseph. However, the coitilmunity was
reduced to four sisters — two few for so large
a building. s

The old rectory, which was teally two old
houses put together by Father Ered Straub, was
beyond practical repair. So the new pastor, Fa-

ther Rogers, who succeeded. Father Clarence

Gardner three years ago, consulted with the
parish council. It was decided to demolish the
old rectory, utilize the empty space for much-
needed parking, rent an adequate house for the
four sisters, and make the convent the new
rectory.

Q.: How does that work out?

'A.: Father Rogers has no priest assistant,
though he does have two deacons: Deacon

Gregg Lawson and Deacon John Tomandl. But.

he has in residence Father Robert Casey, re-
tired from a parish in Skaneateles 10 years ago.
The retirement age in the Diocese of Syracuse
is 75. There is also Father Gardner, retired pas-
tor of St. Alphonsus, aged 73. In October,
there will be myself, aged 80. And the follow-
ing June, Father Joseph Gaynor of Elmira
Heights, who will reach the magic age of 70,
will join us. My classmate, Father William
Gaynor, comes each day from OQwasco to cel-
ebrate Mass. Recently, a youthful black Fran-
ciscan, Father Regis Rhodda, also took up
residence at St. Alphonsus when he assumed
his duties as chaplain of the Mercy Rehabili-

tation Center, run by the Syracuse Franciscan -

Sisters, the order who joined the.great Father
Damien, the leper priest, in his work at
Molokai, Hawaii. It will bea'éo‘ngenial com-
munity. @
Each priest will have two rooms: a bedroom
and a study. The bathrooms are community-
style. There is a community dining room, a
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common room, and several office and meet-
ing rooms in the rectory, which are needed for
an extremely active parish.

Q.:With the alleged shortage of priests, why
retirement at age 70?7 Rome says 75.

A.: We have 74 retired priests in our diocese.
Most are in good health and active, assisting
in parishes regularly or filling in on occasion.
Most live in rectories, though a few live in
apartments or homes. The diocese would be
in tough shape without these retired priests. 1
was on the Priests’ Council when this retire-
ment at 70 was proposed. Most of the council
members were younger priests who were look-
ing forward to pastorates or larger parishes.
The only two to vote against it were Bishop
Dennis W. Hickey and myself. The age set for
retirement by Rome is 75. However, only two
priests have rejected the 70-year age of retire-
ment. We are a docile presbyterate.

Q.: Why are you moving to Auburn in
October?

A.: My 15 years in Webster have been hap-
py ones. After deciding to move back home,

" I put up a notice: “Moving to St. Alphonsus

in October to prepare for eternity” From this,
some concluded 1 have a terminal disease. The
only terminal disease I have is old age; and

- God has treatly me gently in this so that I ex-

pect to continue to help out at parishes when
needed, continile to write this weekly column
and continue to perform the work-of the priest-
hood with thanksgiving to God for the greatest

‘vocation in the world. In fact, Father Richard

Orlando has engaged me for three weeks in
Lyons next January and February, so the work
of the Lord flows on. Deo gratias!

Gorbachev and Pope John XXIII

By Father Richard P. McBrien

Serious political observers are beginning to *

note the remarkable similarities between So-
viet leader Mikhail Gorbachev and the late
Pope John XXII1. :

Does it seem far-fetched, if not irreverent,
to draw such an comparison?

A recent article in the The Boston Globe by
Olin Robison, president of Middlebury Col-
lege in Vermont and a longtime advisor to the
U.S. State Department on Soviet' affairs, makes
a persuasive case for the comparison.

Robison argues that the Soviét'‘Communist
Party conference held in Moscow at the end
of June was to Gorbachev what Vatican [I was

-to John XXIIL In October, 1962, during the
fourth year of his papacy, Pope John convened
the Church’s 21st ecumenical council in order
to bring about aggiornamento, an updating of
the Catholic Church. g

Right from the start it becamé clear that the
unquestioned power of the Roman Curia had
been broken. The outcome :stunned even
progressive bishops and their advisers. They
s1mply didn’t realize how mdespread the de-
sire for reform had become. .

In June, 1988, in the fourth year of Gor-
bachev’s reign as General Secmary of the So-
viet Communist Party, he: convened the 19th
party. conference in an attempt to restructure
and modernize Soviet. commumsm — what
Robison calls “the most expansive secular re-
ligion of the 20th century’’

Pope John announced that he was throw-
ing open the windows to let some fresh air into
the Church. In his turn, Gorbachév proclaimed

a new era of perestroika (restructuring) and:

glasnost (openness) for the Soviet Union.
Lest anyone take offense at-such compari-
sons, Robison is quick to point out that Lenin
- expected the Communist Party, to replace the
Church in the lives-of the Russian people. It
hasnot turned out that way, but the notion re-
mains, Andso the party conference was intend-
ed to articulate “a new _vision of the

Essays
in Theology

~was to set and control the agenda.

Because ideology is as important in the So-
viet system as doctrine is in the Catholic
Church, the party conference, like the coun-
cil, had a second major purpose: to make the
boundaries of faith less rigid.

“Never mind whether it works, or whether
it is practical;” Robison observes. “The Soviet
system cannot change in fundamental ways un-
less and until there is a rearticulation of
Marxist-Leninist ideology to suit the moment”’

Gorbachev was very careful to insist in his
opening speech that his program for reform
was firmly grounded in the true faith of Marx
and Lenin. The Soviet leader had to keep his
conservatives in line. After all, it was their sup-
port that had been crucial in his selection as
General Secretary, just as the votes of conser-
vative cardinals were decisive in finally putting
Angelo Roncalli over the top in 1958.

Although Gorbachev’s lengthy agenda, like
Pope John’s, could not possibly have been act-
ed upon, it didn’t really matter. Vatican 1I
made it impossible for the Catholic Church to
g0 back to the old ways, -as schismatic Arch-
bishop Marcel Lefebvre came to realize. Robi-

‘son suggests that Gorbachev would be

fortunate if his party conference were 1o
achieve the same result for the Soviet Union
and its Communist Party.

Whadt Robison doesn’t mention in his per-

. ceptive article is that the forces of reaction

never give up. Both inside and outside the party
hierarchy, some will stubbornly refuse to ac-
cept Gorbachev’s program of reform, and they
will use every available bureaucratic maneuver

to thwart it -— in spite of the 19th party con-
~ ferénce.

Just-as some Cathol:cs, both inside and out-

t - side thé hierarchy, contiriue to resist John
XXIIPs call for aggiornamento — in spite of .

the Second Vatican Councxl

NrEPp—Pah MNMC==->DOOMO

LAMP REPAIR
S

Shi%e Lady

" “Rochester’s original cut
and pierce lamp and
shade shop”
Give New Life to an Old Lamp
REPAIR- electrical parts for the
do-it-yourselfer
or for in-store repair

RENEW- brass cleaning and
refinishing
- glass chimneys, shades

RESTYLE-a new look...
a new shade
- covert a vase, jug, oil
lamp
- tiffany shades

An
always: DISTINCTIVE GIFTS

(716) 385-7559
Northfield Commons Tues:Fri 10-4
Pittsford, N.Y. Sat. 10-2

R

NOM=VIO> VR~ ~=—0

TV 7 R Y7
SHADES : IN STOCK o CUSTOM |

13

WHISPERING WINDS

BUS TOURS

SHAW FESTIVAL o
“Dangerous Corner™
plus Dinner

LAKE GEORGE $42
ey 742

i Dinner Theatre - Touring
Gondola Ride - Gore Mt.

, SHAW FESTIVAL .
“Petef Pan” $42°0
plus Dinner pp.
COLUMBUS DAY SPECIAL
Octaber 810

Dinner Theatre plus choice
of Philadelphia or Atlantic City

$210%°

Chariered Buses & Customized Towrs
GROUP SPECIALISTS

3anc eavethe driving 1C us

Europe ... Hawaii ... A Cruise ...

Whatever ... Wherever ...

- Because members of our staff have travelled to every
major tourist destination in the world, our consultants
are able to tailor the best combination of air, sea and

- land arrangements to suit your requirements to a “T”

A i

. for “Travel.”.

d
Graper
Travel

Call us for a free quotation ——

‘The ‘Barn ‘Bazaar
Clover street at Jefferson Road
Pittsford, New York 14534

.(716) 385-3820

Let me help you setup
your future...and the future
of your faraway*family’

When was the last time you did something for yourself
that also helped somebody else? Here’s your chance:

A gift annuity with the Propagation of the Faith
will give you a generous income during your lifetime.That
same gift annuity also helps the Church carry on Jesus’
mission to the world, helps missionaries who share His
Good News with their people, with your brothers and

sisters in Christ.

And, too, your mvestment is worry-free. Falling
interest rates do not affect a gift annuity. An added plus
is the substantial tax savings your annuity provides.

So, do something for yourself and His—and your—

to me for more information about a gift annuity. Your
inquiry will be kept in strict confidence.

i family in the Missions. If you are 50 years or older, write
\
\

Thank you and may God bless you!

ol R

National Director

Dear Bishop McCormack,

Yes, I would like to set up my future
and the future of my faraway Mission
family. Please send me information

Date of Birth (required information)

about a Gift Annuity with the
Propagation of the Faith.
; Name
Address
' City State Zip
Phone( ) Amount Considered: $

Please mall coupontome:

THEPROPAGATI@NOFTHEFAITH :
...Allofusco»i itted to the world mission of Jesus

—P.S.Iwould also like information about remembering the
Propagation of the Faith in my will. Thanks!

Bishop William J. McCormack
National Director, Propagation of the Faith ¥
G.P.O. Box 1950, New York, NY lOlthBept C 5




