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By Mary E. McCrank
This past April, elementary school children

in the Diocese of Rochester were once again -

put to the test — the Stanford Achievemem‘

Test, at is.

ults, which practically mirrored hlgh -

scores f ym the previous year, were quite pleas-
ingto diocesan education officials, according
to Evelyn J. Kirst, assistant superintendent for
curriculum.

Overall scores in reading, math and language
were all above average, with the exception of
first-grade math results, which placed in the
high-average category.

Diocesan elementary students also exceed-
ed last year’s New York state Pupil Evaluation
Program test results, which are administered
each spring to third-, fifth- and sixth-graders
in public and non-public schools.

Rochester’s diocesan schools scored higher

in every PEP test category than the average for
New York state’s non-public schools. The
Rochester City School District will not make
public this spring’s results until the beginning
of September, according to David Hunt, a city
school district official. However, last year, di-
ocesan schools’ average scores were higher than
those of the city district in every category.

Kirst disputed the argument than Catholic
schools typically score higher on achievement
tests than do public schools because the former
attract cream-of-the-crop students. She noted
that whereas diocesan elementary-school scores
in recent years have remained consistently high
— particularly in reading and math — Cath-
olic schools are attracting an increasingly di-
verse student population.

Kirst also credited the diocese’s test perfor-
mance to a training program established three
years ago to help teachers prepare their stu-
dents for achievement tests. ]

The Stanford test is graded on a scale of one
to nine, with nine representing the high end of
the scale. In the total reading category, first-
graders received an average score of seven;
eighth-graders, nine; and second- through

. seventh-graders, eight.

In total math, first-graders received an aver-
age score of six; fifth-graders, eight; and
second- through fourth- and snxth- through
eighth- graders, nine.

In total language, first- and second-graders

do not test. Thirds fourth; sixth- and eighth-
graders received nme, fifth- and seventh-
graders, eight.
" On state PEP tests, grade thrée reading
results for the diocese averaged 91 percent,
which equaled last year’s result. Non-public
schools throughout the state averaged 86 per-
cent in 1987, compared to the city district’s 81
percent.

Grade-three math scores for dlocesan

EAGER GRADUATES — Three-year-old Janella Leach poses for class portraits with
her classmates at the first graduation of the preschool class at St. Peter and Paul's

in Rochostor

Bonnie Trafelet/Courier-Journal
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REVIEW
To prepare for the S.AT. or RS.AT,
" this 2-hour, classroom
tested video & workbook set
is essential!
$69.95

+ $2.50 postage & handling
N.Y. residents add sales tax
VISA/MasterCard accepted.

Call: 586-7399

Another Quality Program from

N

OFFICE OF CONTINOING EDUCATION
Diccese o} Ruchestor
FALL 1988 OFFERINGS
FOR PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT

Canon Law Sept. 9,.10
Ecumenical Conversations Sept. 22 (Monthly)
The Church: Roots, Rome, Oct. 2 (BiWeekly)
Rochester ’
New Pastors Workshop Oct. 10-34
Preaching for Priests Oct. 4, 18,
Nov. 8, 22
Crisis Intervention in Ministry Oct. 19
The Psalms Oct. 31 (5 Mondays)
1:30-3:30
Creation Spirituality Nov. 3-§

The Family and the Social Gospel Nov. 9 (Day)
Benefit Concert for Worker

Owned Cooperative Nov. 9 (Evening)
SALLT . Nov. 14-16
Cults, Kids and the Dec. 3~

Catholic Community
WATCH CENTRAL MAIL FOR RIIEISTRATION FORMS

YY1 NEiES.
PN N

i
1150 Buffalo Rd. '716-328-3210'M NY. 14624

] i
schools were 96 percent, up 2 percent from
last year. In 1987, New York state non-public

schools scored 90 percent, compared to the cny

district’s 89 perceit.

Fifth-grade students scored' 93 percent in
writing, which also equaled the 1987 diocesan
score. Non-public state schools and the Roch-
ester school district each had an average of 89
percent in 1987.

1 Grade-six reading for the diocese was 92 per-
cent, over last year’s 90 percent. The state’s
non-public schools had 82 percent last year,
slightly above Rochester schools’ 79 percent.

Grade-six math results were 96 percent for

- the diocese, up 2 percent since last year. New

York’s non-public schools had 88 percent last
year, while the city schools had 82 percent.

- ptevocahonal training

s call: (716)359-3710

THE SCHOOL OF THE HOLY CHILDHOOD

currently has openings for developmentally disabled children
ages 11-15 for the 1988-89 school year.

For over 40 years, the School Of The Holy-Childhood has

provided a warm and loving environment in which children
with special needs are encouraged to learn and grow.

The Children’s ngmm Provides:

"— small classes and individual attention © ~
— academic ‘instruction geared to each child’s needs '

— clinical support services: medncine, social work psy- -

. chology, speéch- pathology, oocupational therapy
— adapted physical « education - .-

If you would like to learn more about our’ program, please

A SPEC!AL PLACE FOR SPECIAL PEOPLE

Rochester, New York 13623 /

100 Groton Parkway- .

Scholarship created

A scholarship fund, named for Father James

Lawler’s mother;, Constance Lawlor, has been
created at St. Bernard’s Institute in recognition
of his 25th anniversary -of ordination.

Initial gifts to the fund of nearly $4,000,
received from St. Mary’s parishioners_and
friends, were presented to Father Lawlor at his
anniversary Mass and picnic celebration on
Sunday, June 19.

Additional contributions to the fund, which
is part of the scholarship endowment for wom-
en St. Bernard’s Institute students. Checks for
the Constance Lawlor Fund should be sent to
Jura Litchfield, development director at St.
Bernard’s, 1100 S. Goodman St., Rochester,
NY. 14620.

Horseback Riding Lessons
(Don'’t just talk about it-Do it!)

Blue Fox Farm
¢ Indoor Riding Arena

¢ 125 x 250’ Outdoor Ring:
o Certified Instructor

¢ Full Care

Quality Horses for Sale
Boarding * Training ¢ Lessons
Visitors Welcome

534 Brooks Road, West Henrietta
3/5 miles from Marriott Inn on Rt. 15
John & Maryann Vanderzell

334-2598

ARISTOCRAT TRAVEL ARISTOCRAT TRAVEL ARISTOCRAT TRAVEL ARISTOCRAT TRAVEL ARISFOCRAT TRAVEL

ATTENTION TEACHERS
TRAVEL WITH “CLASS"

'Day Trips » Weekend Excursions ¢ Band/Chorus Trips
European Tours e Ski Outings

Contact Aristocrat Travel’s
GROUP DEPARTMENT to plan a
field trip for_ your class, club or or-

ganization. We plan educationat,
social, and recreatiopal trips for
all groups. We'll meet with you to

help you decide on a destination
and cisstomize a four. 10 meet your

interesis and budgal

ONE'PHONE CALL I Gll I fokas"
1o be..on your way fo/an exciting; -

educational tour. We. Tave ﬂhe"
world at our fingertips”
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