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USCC updates guidelines on Church's lawful role in politics 
ByLizSchevtchuk 

Washington (NO — The Internal Revenue 
Service code separates the Church from 
partisan politics, but not from the church-
state questions that frequently arise before 
America goes to the polls. 

As another presidential campaign heats 
up.attorneys for the U.S. Catholic Confer
ence have again developed guidelines on 
what Church political involvement is and is 
not acceptable under the law. 

- As tax-exempt organizations, the USCC 
and some 28,000 other Catholic entities 
cannot be involved in partisan politics 
without risking loss of that tax-exempt 
status. 

Under the IRS.code, tax-exempt groups 
are forbidden to "participate in, or intervene 
in — including the publishing or distributing 
of statements — any political campaign on 
behalf of — or in opposition to — any 
candidate for public office." 

Thus, while they are not banned from the 
public-policy arena during election cam-

Cardinal Dearden, 
leader at Vatican II, 
dies of cancer at 80 

Detroit (NC) —Retired Cardinal John F. 
Dearden of Detroit, one of the key U.S. 
churchmen at the Second Vatican Council 
and first leader of the U.S. bishops in the 
turbulent post-conciliar years, died of cancer 
August 1. He was 80 .years-old. The funeral 
was scheduled for August 5. 

Cardinal Dearden was particularly noted , 
in Detroit for his efforts to promote social 
justice and to improve race relations and 
ecumenical and intefreligidus understanding. 

Archbishop/John L. May of St. Louis, 
present NCCB-USCC president, called Car
dinal Dearden "in many ways the key figure 
in helping the Church in this country to 
implement the reforms of the Second Vatican 

^Council and in guiding the bishops' confer
ences Jo the role they currently play in the life 
oftheClhurch." 

The archbishop of Detroit from 1958 until 
his retirement for health reasons in 1980, 
Cardinal Dearden emerged during the Sec
ond Vatican Council, 1962-65, as one of the 
central figures of that worldwide assembly of 
bishops. 

He enjoyed the nickname "the un
obtrusive liberal," which he gained at the 
council by his efforts to promote the 
council's agenda of Church' reform and 
renewal without alienating the minority that 
opposed many of the council's decisions. 

As a member of the council's doctrinal 
commission, he had a hand in drawing and 
revising two of the central documents of 
Vatican II: the "Dogmatic Constitution on 
the Church" and the "Pastoral Constitution 
on the Church in the Modern World." 

When the U.S. bishops formed the Na
tional Conference of Catholic Bishops and 
U.S. Catholic Conference in 1966, they 
elected Cardinal Dearden as the first presi
dent of their new nationaLorganizations. 

He repeatedly stressed communication and 
reconciliation as the path to follow during 
those years of tension over the meaning and 
implementation of the council's decrees. 

In a 1966 address to the National Council 
of Catholic Women he called communication 
the first step in building community. "After 
all, the crisis of communication, of which we 
speak so much these days, is basically a 
problem of community," the cardinal said. 
"One of the first evidences of a truly living 
community is a readiness on the part of all 
who constitute it to be open to one another. 
There must be a free movement of ideas in 
every direction." 

In his final presidential address to the 
NCCB in 1971 Cardinal Dearden called 
reorganization of national structures to 
promote collaborative efforts among the 
bishops one of the most important achieve
ments of the NCCB's first five years. 

Among other major achievements of those 
years he cited the development of closer 
relations between the U.S. bishops and other 
national hierarchies, the establishment of the 
Campaign for Human. Development, a na
tionwide Catholic anti-poverty program, and 
the formation of what is now called the 
National Advisory Council — a body of 
bishops, priests, religious and laity who 
advise the NCCB-USCC on concerns facing 
the bishops. 

The advisory' council', he said, allows 
priests, religious and lay people "to collabo
rate with us in decision-making to a degree 
that has been impossible until now." 

paigns , Church groups must proceed 
carefully.. . . 
• The latest guidelines, developed by USCC 
general counsel Mark E. Chopko, say that 
Church organizations "remain free to 
address issues of concern to .them and to their 
membership, even when such issues are 

• relevant to the campaign ... However, such 
discourse must focus on issues, not 
personalities." 

"In addition," Chopko noted, "exempt 
organizations must pay due regard, to ap
pearances, since IRS will consider complaints 
of citizens and other groups that an exempt 
organization is engaged in impermissible 
political campaign activity. Unfortunately, 
what constitutes prohibited political cam
paign activity can be a close question..." 

Questions — and complaints — have 
arisen, usually during presidential election 
years. 

Drawing widespread attention, Cardinal 
Humberto Medeiros of Boston declared in a 
pastoral letter released four days before the 
September 1980 Massachusetts primary that 
"those who make abortions possible by law 

... and those who promote, defend and elect 
these same lawmakers cannot separate 
themselves totally from the guilt which 
accompanies this horrendous crime and 
deadly sin. If you are for true human 
freedom — and for life — you will follow 
your conscience when you vote. You will 
vote to save our children, 'born and un
born.*" 

That same year, one Catholic press editor, 
in an editorial headlined "To the IRS — 
NUTS," criticized other candidates and 
suggested voters remember that Ronald 
Reagan was the only presidential candidate 
"clearly" opposed to abortion. 

Not long after that, Abortion Rights 
Mobilization filed suit against the IRS, 
demanding it revoke the Catholic Church's 
tax exemption because of allegedly improper 
Church political activity. 

In 1984, the Reagan campaign caused 
Catholic editors headaches when it submitted 
a paid political, advertisement showing Pope 
John Paul II with President Reagan. Some 
editors, wary of the ad's content, refused to 
print it. 

Another furor arose in 1984 when then-
Archbishop John J. O'Connor of New York 
said publicly that "I don't see how a Catholic 
in conscience could vote for an individual 
explicitly expressing himself or herself as 
favoring abortion." The archbishop later 
said he had _ not meant endorsement or 
criticism of any particular candidates. 

The USCC's Administrative Board, com
posed of bishops, in its statement "On 
Political Responsibility — Choices for the 
Future," which is updated every four years, 
acknowledged the confusion that can follow 
Church involvement in public affairs. 

"Unfortunately, our efforts in this area 
are sometimes misunderstood," the bishops' 
statement said. "We bishops specifically do 
not seek the formation of a religious voting 
bloc; nor do we wish to instruct persons on 
how they should vote by endorsing or 
opposing candidates." Furthermore, they 
added, "we hope that voters will examine the 
position of candidates on the full range of 
issues as well as their personal integrity, 
philosophy and performance." 

Funeral Directors 
of the 

Rochester Diocese 

Those who wish to have arrangements carried out in accordance with the ideals 
of their faith, contact the funeral directors listed below for pre-need or at-
need services and counseling. 

R O C H E S T E R 

Set your mind at ease, make FUNERAL arrangements with specialists 
at our.home or in your home. 

• NULTON • MATTLE 
• ASHTON-SMITH (716) 3 8 1 - 3 9 0 0 • P A Y N E N U L T O N j 

Crawford f t u e r a l 
Hoae, foe. 

'Serving the Greater Rochester Area' 
Located at 495 N. Winton Rd. 

(Between Atlantic & Hurnbotdt) 
(716) 4824400 

SeMauMH-SHlewski 
F m e r a l H o n e foe. 

Edwin Sulewski 
2100 St. Paul Street 
Rochester, N.Y. 14621 

(716) 342-3400 

Hedges Memorial 
Chapel, Inc . 

Serving Rochester and it's Suburbs 
Rufus H.. Hedges • Robert W. Shaver 

James A. Aiello 
770 East Main St. 454-7070 

" I ' l l i — I ) i rcc- i<>r \ ( 

i:i()i .s.'a-mu 

1RONDEQUOIT GREECE 
Dreier«Giltaer 

faaeral Hoaw foe. 
Edward H. Dreier-Alan E. Giltner 

1717 Portland Avenue 
Rochester, N.Y. 14617 

(716) 342-8500 

Faal W. Harris 
f a a e r a l H o n e Inc. 

Richard P. Harris Charles E. Davis 
570 Kings Highway S. 

(corner Titus) 
(716) 544-2041 

Arndt f a a e r a l 
Home 

1118 Long Pond Rd. 
(near Mairirn Linr) Parking f..r <»rr 100 

Greece, N.Y. 14626 
Ronald John Arndi 

(7}S) 225-6350 

Vay, ScMleieh 
and Hfeeson 

funera l Home Inc. 
"Grtrrr'» Lar^ryt and Mn»tlCiim,>lrlr Farililii— ' 

2692 Dewey J Avenue 
Greece, N.Yj 14616 

(716) 663^5827 

GATES H I L T O N 

N a y funera l Home 
George L May Jr., Raymond L Welch 

2793 Culver Rd. 
Rochester, N.Y. 14622 

(716) 467-7957 

SchaamaB'Salewski 
f a a e r a l Home Inc. 

Edwin Sulewski 
2100 St. Paul Street 
Rochester, N.Y. 14621 

(716) 342-3400 

Alvah flalloran 
and Son, Iae . 

faaeral Home 
H. Daniel Halloran 

2125 Chili Avenue 
(716) 247-7590 

Thomas E. 
Funeral Hoi 
735 East Ave., Hilton 392-7100 

Thomas E. Bu-ger, Pres. 
"Serving Si. Leo's Parish Community" 

• larger 
m e Iae . 

Michael R. l a e k i w 
funera l Home 
. 1270 Norton Street 
Rochester, N.Y. 14621 

(716) 544-5000 
If no answer 342-9300 

CSabello faneral 
Services 

2309 Culver Road 
(near Norton) 
. 467-3210 
AJ. Gabello, Jr. 

[—ROCHESTER MONUMENT CO., INC" 
Formerly located at 1575 Clifford Ave. i 

Over 50 Years Service 
All Work D o n e O n P r e m i s e s B y Master Stone Carver 

ROBERT M1COLI - PRESIDENT ! 
Ibtal Control o f Qual i ty & Speed o f Del ivery 

1130 Ridge Rd., Webster 872-1827 ; 

MARRION MONUMENT CO. 
476 State Street (corner of Jay) 

Over 150 memorials in our I N D O O R display rooms 

(716) 546-4450 Since 1895 
Free Flower Vase with this ad and selection 

REIC HART MONUMENT CO. 
UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT 

348 Crestwood Blvd., Rochester, N.Y. 14624 
(off Buffalo Rd. near the Diocesan Pastoral Center) 

(716) 235-4490 

HART MONUMENT CO. 
2301 Dewey Avenue 
Opposite Holy Sepulchre Cemetery 

Since 1856 865-6746 


