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Another poirlt of view on bingo

By Father Paul J. Cuddy

The charismatic Father James Callan, ad-
ministrator of Corpus Christi Parish, Roches-
ter, has accomplished great things since his
reign began a decade ago. But he has an ob-
session about the iniquity of bingo.

In the life of St. John Bosco, the apostle to
youth in Turin, Italy, we read of his roaming
Italy and France selling raffle tickets to help
orphans and deprived children. He founded
the Salesian Order to continue that work,
which carries on to this day. Who would con-
demn Mother Teresa of Calcutta for raffling
off a big automobile given to her by Pope Paul
IV at the end of his apostolic visit to India?
Who will condemn the 11 apostles for select-
ing the sucessor to Judas by casting lots (Acts
1:26)?

Father Callan points an accusing finger at
hundreds of church bingo workers, at pastors
who tolerate bingo, at patrons who find com-
fort and companionship at bingo parties. The
immorality of bingo is in his own imagination,
not in Catholic moral doctrine. And he seems
ungrateful towards hundreds of bingo workers
who perform generous service to their parish-
es, and deserve praise. Bingo patrons are real-

ly a social group, giving comfort  and-

companionship to one another.

Father Paul Schnacky, the zealous pastor of
St. Joseph’s, Wayland, disagreed so vehemently
with Father Callan’s position on bingo that 1
said: “Write an article’® Here it is.

Asnother point of view:

Bingo is one of my church ministries. It was -

not always that way. Once I greatly opposed
it. I hadn’t studied theology to run a bingo

. game. My fingers weren’t annointed with sa-

cred oil to count out bingo cards and hand out
prize money. | was trained to preach, not to
call out bingo numbers. But I changed. Why?
Because a widowed, inner-city welfare moth-
er eaught me that there’s more to bingo than
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the games. There are the players.

Kay didn’t drink and didn’t do drugs. Her
socializing was limited because of her small
children. One of the few places that she as a
single person could go and be accepted was to
a bingo game, run by the church. She taught
me the reaction of people to the presence of
a priest in their midst who cared about them,
mingled and talked w1th them, listened to
them.

So I started to mingle and talk and listen.
And I'learned a lot. Each person has a story,
carries a cross, is seeking the warmth of hu-
man companionship. This is a ministry of
presance. .

I am in the school hall each week religious-
ly, as pastor of the parish and as their friend.
I talk to each and listen. I try to give each a
sense of acceptance.

And while the numbers are being called, I
pick out individuals and pray for them, silently,
unbeknown to them. I think Jesus looks kindly

upon them and wants me to do the same. We

priests are interested in them and want to help

* them in their journey of life.

Priest-writers to the Courier-Journal have re-
cently advised us to-take off our Roman col-
lars and to come down off our pedestals. I like
what Cardinal John Wright wrote on the
American priesthood: ‘However much a priest
may think himself like other men, the world
does not see him so!

The law and Father Curran s case

By Father Rlchard P. McBrien

Sadly, the dispute between Father Charles
Curran and the Catholic University of America
will continue, this time in the Superior Court
of the District of Columbia. .

Father Curran is not contesting the board
of trustees’ — and ultimately the Vatican’s —
right to remove his canonical mission to teach
Catholic theology within the university’s ec-
clesiastical faculty.

He has expressed his willingness to accept
an appointment elsewhere in the university.-
The department of sociology was generally
agreed upon.

WhatFatherCurmnmsnstsuponlshlsnght
to be called a professor of Christian social
cthics within the department of sociology, to
have his courses cross-listed in the department
of religion and religious education, and to have
them open to all students in the non-
ecclesiastical degree programs of theology. In
other words, Father Curran is asking that his

‘contract with CUA be honored.

However, the board of trustees demanded
that Father Curran sign a demeaning statement
promising that he would not teach Catholic
theology to anyone anywhere in the university.

Father Curran refused to sign, and the civil
lawsuit went forward.

More is involved here than civil law. There
is also the matter of Church law, or canon law.

‘There is an ancient canonical principle that
laws which impose penalties or restrictions are
always to be interpreted strictly.

In other words, if there is any doubt that a

restriction or a penality applies more widely, -

the assumption must be that it does mot ap-
ply. In the case of laws that confer favors, the
rule of interpretation is just the opposite: when
in doubt, the favor applies. .

This ancient principle has been reaffirmed
in the new, or revised, Code of Canon Law.
Canon 18 reads: “Laws which establish a pen-
alty or restrict the free exercise of rights or
which contain an exception to the law are sub-
ject to a strict interpretation?”

When Father Curran’s canonical mission
waswlthdnwn,thatacuonmadehnnmehg:
bleforconnnmdmasapmfeuormthe
university’s ecclesiastical faculty of theology.

Nothing was said explicitly about his capac-
ltytotewhasaCathohctheologlanelsewhete
in the umiversity, including in the non:
ecclesiastical departments of the School of Re-
ligious Studies. And certainly nothing was said
aﬂdlyabmnhlsmpautytotuchorlecmm
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in other Catholic institutions of higher
learning.

On matters of such consequence, it would
seem that administrators have an obligation to
be unambiguously clear about the meaning
and extent of their decrees or declarations.
Nonetheless, certain people have been trying
to stretch the Vatican letter and the subsequem
action of the board of trustees to cover situa-
tions which the original order did not directly

“or explicitly touch upon.

Nothing in the Vatican letter concerning Fa-
ther Curran says explicitly that he cannot teach
Catholic theology in any other Catholic col-
lege or university. Neither is there anything ex-
plicit in the Vatican letter that says Father
Curran cannot teach in his field of competence
in other departments of the Catholic Univer-
sity of. America. The canonical mission tradi-
tionally hasn’t applied to non-ecclesiastical
faculties.

Which leads one to ask if Canon 812 isn’t
really behind all this maneuvering to ostracize
Father Curran from the entire world of Cath-
olic higher education?

Canon 812 of the revised code reads: “It is
necessary that those who teach theological dis-
ciplines in any institute of higher studies have
a mandate from the competent ecclesiastical
authority” *

If successfully invoked, Canon 812 would

. shatter in one blow the academic integrity and

credibility of Catholic higher education.
But leave Canon 812 aside for the moment.

There is still the canonical principle that in-

sists that legal restrictions are always to be in-

terpreted strictly. Only the granting of favors

is to be broadly interpreted.

Father Curran’s adversaries may be in vio-
lation of a basi¢ principle of ecclesiastical in-
terpretation in the very act of trying to uphold
ecclesiastical law and order.

And in the process they are also about to
bring civil law down around their heads — to
absolutely no one’s benefit except the enemies
of the Catholic Church and of its extraordi-
nary system of higher education.
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Lovely Smiles...How?

Do you have:
e Stained Teeth

* Holes or Brown spots of decay
on teeth

* Spaces between teeth-smali

or large :
o Malformed front or back leeth

. * A Desire to Have White Fillings
— front or back

These problems can be solved with the use
of modern Bonded Resin Fillings.

They match the color of your teeth and re-
store them back to normat.

CALL OUR OFFICE FOR AN EXAM
OR FILLING APPOINTMENT TODAY.

Glen A. Mclntyre, vos.
SUITE 216, 564 RIDGE ROAD EAST

in the Eastridge Medical Center,
between Hudson & Seneca

342-0240

This is our 12th year of concerned
dental care and treatment
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el PC. Rentals
Piano Works Mall

586-8067

It’s All
FREE
for Seniors

Wed,, Aug. 3!

On Wednesday,
Aug. 3, at Finger Lakes
Race Track, everyone
age 60 and over will
receive:
® FREE Clubhouse

Admission
® FREE Program

-® FREE Small

Beverage

The first Wednesday
of every month,
seniors can enjoy the
same great offer and
the excitement of
thoroughbred racing,
courtesy of Finger
Lakes Race Track!

duga, NY. For
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ADVERTISING
IS A NUMBERS
.GAME ...

AND WE'VE GOT THE NUMBERS!
Over 100,000 Readers Every Week :
No newspaper knows for sure exactly how many of its read-
ers will notice every advertisement, and of those who do see
it ... how many will act upon it. But it’s a pretty sure bet

that the more people your ad reaches, the greater the
chances your ad will be seen ... andthegmaberthehkeh-

hood for getting response; which is really what advertising’s
So Why Not Play The Odds ...

PLACE AN AD IN THE COURIER-JOURNAL
AND WATCH IT PAY OFF!

all about.

For Advertising

Information,

CALL: (716) 328-4340




