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State's proposed budget cuts threaten CYO jobs program
deal with the consequences of the cuts. Two
CYO staff members working with the job program, including program director Bob Mahar,
have already been notified that they will be laid
off, according to Jama Dodson, executive
director of the CYO.
In addition, state officials assured CYO in
March that the contract would be renewed. As
a result, CYO officials spent $32,000 of the
agency's funds to keep the program while they
waited — expecting to be reimbursed when the
contract was signed.
"We are upset because of the program being cut and the service being lost, and the way
the state is treating us;' Dodson said. "The way
the state manages its contracts has a devastating effect on agencies serving communities in
the state. I've known of agencies that went
without a contract for as much as nine
months;'
Despite the $32,000 expenditure, the agency is not in any serious financial difficulties,
Dodson said. She said she still expects the state
to reimburse the CYO for its expenses through
August 31.
Silverman acknowledged that the CYO had
acted in good faith in keeping the program

Lee Strong
Barring a iast-minute reprieve by the state
legislature, cuts in the state budget will force
the closure August 31 of the Catholic Youth
Organization's successful job-development
program for youths returning to the community after being incarcerated. The $124,000 program is being eliminated as
part of Governor Mario Cuomo's proposed
package to close the state's budget gap. Also
endangered are similar programs in New York
City, Buffalo and the Albany area.
According to a spokesman for the state Division for Youth, these programs were cut to
save other programs that affected more youths
in more areas. The spokesman, Jay Silverman,
acknowledged that the legislature cduld save
the programs when it considers the governor's
proposed cuts, but that it is impossible at this
time to predict the legislature's actions.
"It's a very difficult cut for us to make," Silverman said. "These four programs were working. We'd even requested increased budgets for
them — from $600,000 to $1,680,000 next year
— because we had anticipated expanding the
program into other cities."
Meanwhile, the local CYO is attempting to

operating without a contract, and that the state
Division for Youth would do everything in its
powerato ensure that the Rochester agency
would receive its money.
Although the money is of concern, Dodson
said the CYO is more concerned that the
youths are losing the program.
"These Division for Youth kids coming out
now will not have employment services available designed to specifically meet their needs"
Dodson said.
"These are kids who often have developmental disabilities, and certainly educational disabilities," noted Sharon Hoffman, a
spokeswoman for the Rdchester-Monroe
County Youth Bureau. "They don't have the
skills to get a job and keep a job."
The program works in conjunction with other programs for formerly incarcerated youths
between the ages of 16 and 20. It provides job
counseling and assessment services, and —
where needed — job training. It also offers the
youths advice about how to behave in a job
interview and how to dress when applying for
jobs. As part of the program, the agency also
finds appropriate work for the youths.
Dodson noted that part of the program's
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success comes from producing concrete results
that the youths can see. "These kids want
something that's going to give them a practical, concrete outcome;' she said. "We get them
a job. That's a practical, concrete thing"
Once the youths are employed, CYO counselors keep in touch with them and their employers to helpresolveproblems and to provide
support. "It's not just a matter of getting a kid
a job and letting them get fired after just a few
days;' Dodson- said, "It's being there to give
them intensive support."
Such support is vital to the youths' success,
1

Hoffman asserted. In addition, because of the

CYO's reputation, employers are more likely
to take a risk with the youths. "I think employers have confidence in the CYQJ' Hoffman
commented.
A major value of the program is that it helps
the youths avoid the problems that led them
into trouble in the first place, Dodson noted.
"A kid without a job is much more likely to
find themselves getting into something they
shouldn't;' the director said.
Although the six-month program costs the
state $1,200 per youth, ultimately it saves money, she added, noting that the same six months
in jail — were the youths to be reincarcerated
— would cost the state $35,000 per youth.
Since the job program began in October,
1987, about 70 youths have been referred to
it by the state. Approximately 50 percent of the
youths are currently employed, either in their
original placements or in other jobs. The
Continued on Page 5
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Set your mind at ease, make FUNERAL arrangements with specialists
at our home or in your home.

• NULTON
• ASHTON-SMITH
Crawford Funeral
Home, Inc.
"Serving the Greater Rochester Area'
Located at 495 N. Wintcfn Rd.
(Between Atlantic & Humboldt)
(716)482-0400 '
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(716) 381-3900

Schauman-Sulewski
Funeral Home Inc.
Edwin' Sulewski
2100 St. Paul Street
Rochester, N.Y., 14621 '
(716) 342-3400

Hedges Memorial
Chapel, Inc.
Serving Rochester and it s Suburbs
Rufus H. Hedges • Robert W. Shaver
' James A. Aiello
770 East Main St. 454-7070

IRONDEQUOIT
Paul W. Harris
Funeral Home Inc.

Edward H. Dreier-Alan E. Giltner
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May Funeral Home
George L May Jr., Raymond L Welch
2793 Culver Rd.
Rochester, NY. 14622
(716) 467-7957

570 Kings Highway S.
(corner Titus)
(716) 544-2041

Schauman-Sulewski
Funeral Home Inc.
Edwin Sulewski
2100 St. Paul Street
Rochester, N.Y. 14621

Arndt Funeral
Home
1118 Long Pond Rd.
(war Mmili'ti Lmr)
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Vay, Schleich

and Meeson
Funeral Home Inc.

Greece, N.Y. 14626
Ronald John Arndt
(716) 225-6350
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Alvah Halloran
and Son, Ine.
Funeral Home

Thomas E. Burger
Funeral Home Ine.

//. Itanirl Hallmnn

2125 Chili Avenue
Rochester, (N.Y. 14624

(716) 342-3400

Gabello Funeral
Services

1270 Norton Street
Rochester, N.Y. 14621
(716) 544-5000
If no answer 342-9300

2309 Culver Road
(near Norton)
467-3210
A J . Gabello, Jr.

The Merton H. Kays
Funeral Home
Richard H. Dye, Lie. Owner
59 Monroe St., Honeoye Falls
(off street parking) 624-1120
Serving Mendon,
Rush and
Henrietta
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2692 Dewey Avenue
Greece, N.Y. 14616
(716) 663-5827

735 East Ave., Hilton 392-7100
Thomas E. Burger, Pres.
"Serving St. Leo's,Parish Community"

-ROCHESTER MONUMENT CO., INC~
Formerly located at 1575 Clifford Ave.
Over 50 Years Service

All Work Done On Premises By Master Stone Carver
ROBERT MICOLI - PRESIDENT
Total Control of Quality & Speed of Delivery
l|l30 Ridge Rd., Webster
872-1827

MARRION MONUMENT CO.
476 State Street (corner of Jay)
Over 150 memorials in our INDOOR display rooms

Since 1895

REICH ART MONUMENT CO.
UNDER NKW MANAGEMENT
348 Crestwood Blvd., Rochester, N.Y. 14624
(off Buffalo Rd. near the Diocesan Pastoral Center)

(716) 235-4490

Free Flower Vase with this ad and selection

HART
MONUMENT
CO.
2&01 Dewey Avenue
1856
Opposite Holy Sepulchre Cemetery

CONTACT:
Deirdre M. Hetzler
1100 S. Goodrnan St.
Rochester, NY 14620 j
(716) 271-1320
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(716)247-7590

Michael R. Yackiw
Funeral Home

(716)5464450
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Dreier-Giltner
Funeral Home Inc.
1717 Portland Avenue
Rochester, N.Y. 14617
(716) 342-8500
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WHITE HEARING AID CENTER
925 Sibley Tower Bldg.
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'A heating aid equipped with the Argosy
Manhattan™ Circuit continuously monitors
the environment and automatically adjusts
your hearing/aid to provide maximum comfort, and intelligibility in noise and quiet.
? Levus help'you discover a Custom In-TheEar Hearing Aid, with the Manhattan™ Circuit! Also available in Canal aids.
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