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Lefebvrites 
Continued from Page 1 

The archbishop, who was suspended from 
priestly ministry in 1976 for ordaining priests 
against Vatican orders, was excommunicated 
for ordaining four bishops June 30- against 
Vatican wishes and despite personal appeals 
by Pope John Paul. 

The four new bishops and a retired 
Brazilian bishop who assisted at the ceremo­
ny were also excommunicated. 

Bishop Richard Williamson, one of the 
four new bishops and the only U.S. resident 
among them, told reporters in Farmingville, 
N.Y., July 10 that followers of the archbish­
op are praying for "the restoration of the 
papacy." 

Pope John Paul II, he said, has violated 
Church teachings by visiting a synagogue in 
Rome", praying for peace with various 
religious leaders in Assisi, and meeting on 
several occasions with leaders of other 
Christian religions. 

"I'm sure he does not intend to destroy the 
Catholic Church, but his confusion is such 
that this is what he does," Bishop 
Williamson said after celebrating Mass at St. 
Michael the Archangel Church in Farm­
ingville. 

Lay followers of the archbishop incur 
excommunication if they participate in 
liturgies celebrated by schismatic priests, ask 
for or receive the sacraments from those 
priests (except in extreme cases), or donate 
money to Archbishop Lefebvre's cause, 
according to a professor of canon law at two 
pontifical universities in Rome. 
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In a Vatican Radio interview, Father 
Tarcisio Bertone, who teaches canon law at 
Lateran and Salesian universities, said such 
participation in Archbishop Lefebvre's 
movement constitutes "formally adhering to 
the schism." 

Father Bertone later was named to the 
Vatican commission headed by Cardinal 
Mayer. 

In a letter read at July 10 Masses in the 
Archdiocese of Paris, Cardinal Jean-Marie 
Lustiger also warned Catholics that they 
would incur excommunication if they engage 
in an "explicit act of adhesion" to Archbish­
op Lefebvre's movement. 

The archbishop, he said, "has formed a 
schismatic group, separated from Rome and 
from the Catholic Church.'' 

While followers of Archbishop Lefebvre 
illictly celebrated the pre-Vatican II Triden-
tine liturgy at St. Nicolas de Chardbnet 
Church in Paris July 3, Cardinal Lustiger 
presided at a legitimate celebration of the 
Tridentine Mass at the Cathedral of Notre 
Dame before a congregation of about 
12,000. 

Many of Archbishop Lefebvre's followers 
live in Paris, where they took over the unused 
St. Nicolas Church 10 years ago. 

The Mass at Notre Dame was ah example 
of the Church's desire to meet the needs of 
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traditionalist Catholics, Cardinal Lustiger 
said. 

A Vatican plan to reconcile Lefebvrites 
and other traditionalists is not a concession 
to dissidents, Cardinal Lustiger said at a July 
2 press conference. Rather, the plan — which 
includes wider celebration of the Tridentine 
Mass — is "proof that the Church welcomes 
all those who wish to remain Catholic," he 
said. " 

English Cardinal George Basil Hume of 
Westminster also asked Lefebvrites "to 
reaffirm their loyalty to die successor of St. 
Peter and to remain within the unity of the 
Catholic Church." 

By ordaining bishops, Archbishop 
Lefebvre "is in effect making a public 
declaration that only he and the Fraternity of 
St. Pius~are the true guardians of Catholic 
truth and witness to Catholic tradition," 
Cardinal Hume said. 

Father Ward said he and the majority of 
Lefebvrite priests don't believe the pope's 
efforts at reconciliation go far enough to 
preserve the faith they are fighting to 
maintain. 

"Maybe the pope has good intentions," 
Father Ward said. "If he brings back the 
traditional Mass, that would be a wonderful 
thing," he said. But "if he doesn't reform 
the seminaries that are bringing up modernist 
priests, this work will be fruitless." 

Father Ward said he doesn't think that 
Pope John Paul is any more serious about 
maintaining Catholic tradition than was 
Pope Paul VI, who suspended Archbishop 
Lefebvre a dozen years ago. 

"Just because he made concessions, you 
can't say he's more traditional than Paul VI; 
he's a better politician," Father Ward said. 

Just as the fourth-century Egyptian bishop 
Athanasius was exiled by Pope Liberius, but 
later canonized, Father Ward said Archbish­
op Lefebvre someday will be honored for 
preserving the faith. 

• • • 
Contributing to this story were Agostino 

Bono in Rome, Robert Nowell in London, 
Owen, Williams in Paris and Tracy Early in 
New York. 

Diocesan 
Appointments 

Deacon Fernando V. Una from chaplain, 
Catholic Physicians' Guild, to deacon, sup­
port ministry at the Office of Permanent 
Diaconate. 
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How can I face people 
since my loved one 
commited suicide? 

You may feel sad, grief stricken, guilty 
and embarrassed. It is certainly discom­
forting to have to face friends and neigh­
bors who may not understand or who may 
themselves be embarrassed and upset. 
The best way to handle embarrassment 
is to face the fact that the suicide oc­
curred, express your feelings about it and 
then begin living again. By acknowledg­
ing honestly to others that the death was 
a suicide you make it possible for friends 
to talk to you abouMheir feeling's and to' 
give you support. This gives you achance 
to discuss the death in a healthy manner. 
When a loved one commits suicide sur­
viving friends and relatives may. find it es­
pecially helpful to seek some profes­
sional counseling to release their intense 
feelings. Should you feel the need to dis­
cuss your feelings with a trained coun­
selor, please call on us for referrals. 

We purchase all forms )t insurance 10 prrjtect our 
family & assets, not because we expect the worst to 

•happen, but to be prepared Doesn't it make sense 
tjhen to prepare for what will happen Let our trained -
counselors assist you with the many options available 
in planning lor a worry-free future 
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