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Mother, daughter graduate on same day 39 years apart

Although Nazareth Academy’s graduation
ceremonies on Monday, June 27, will adhere
to a century of tradition, they will also feature
an air of novelty, as the Perricelli family re-
lives a scene from 39 years ago — exactly. On
that date in 1949, Margaret Mitrano Perricel-
li, mother of current Nazareth senior Ann
Michelle Perricelli, walked across the stage of
the Eastman Theatre to receive her own
diploma.

The coincidence of graduauon dates was dis-
covered when Margaret Perricelli rummaged
through a drawer of family memorabilia and
found the gold watch her boyfriend Frank,
now her husband, had given her for gradua-
tion. Since Ann Michelle’s graduation was ap-
proaching, the wristwatch brought back
memories. As Perricelli read the engraving on
the back — “To Marge from Frank, June 27,
1949 — she suddenly realized that her daugh-
ter’s graduation would occur on the same day
and date.

“All I could think was, ‘Oh my ggodness,
it’s 39 years later to the day!”” Perricéfli said.
“Just talking about it now gives me/ chills!”

According to the perpetual calendar of the
World Almanac and Book of Facts, Monday,
June 27, has occurred only 16 times since
Nazareth’s foundation in 1871. The next

projected vear for the coincidence is 1994.

“Finding that watch made me nostalgic)’
Perricelli said. “I remembered how sad it was
to graduate; I cried all night.

“I know it will be sad for Ann Michelle, too,
because she is so involved in school. But I'm
positive that she’ll feel happy about the future
as well;’” the alumna said. Daughter Ann
Michelle plan to enter the University of

_ Rochester in the fall, concentrating on en-

gineering but with an interest in medicine.

As she approached the date June 27, 1949,
then-Margaret Mitrano was afraid to leave high
school. “Graduation meant that it was time to
enter the ‘real world’ of 9-to-5 work days, of
marriage and family, and I enjoyed Nazareth
so much that 1 didn’t want to leave]’ she
recalled.

The daughter loves the school as much as

her mother did. Heavily involved in such ex-

tracurricular activities as Perosian Choir, Show
Choir, Latin Club, Math Club and Ski Club,
she is also a member of the National Honor
Society.

“] work better when I have lots to do)’ Ann
Michelle explained.

Many of Nazareth’s traditions have been
maintained through the years, but when asked
about changes from 1949 to 1988, Margaret

By Christine Krzanowicz

As summer begins, many activities are
opened to the younger public, such as beaches,
miniature golf courses and amusement parks.

Yet it is also the time of year for students
to pay hundreds of dollars to “crack” the SAT.
The importance of this test is often questioned.
How can one test compare to four years of
studying and homework? Well, the answer is
that it can’t. Many will try to study, but the
range of questions is so vast that it is nearly
impossible to second-guess the testing panel.
For those of us who freeze while taking tests,
I'm sure that knowing these scores will have
so much weight in determining our college ac-
ceptances will make it even harder for us to sit
back and relax. Is the absurdity of this situa-
tion setting in?

Putting myself in the position of the college
administrators, I do see the need for some kind
of a college board examination. The impor-
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tance of this score is what is being questioned.
I, myself, would rather admit a student who
got 1000 on the SAT but who earned good
grades for four years by working hard and be-
coming involved than a genius scoring 1400
who is too lazy to work to his full potential.
Which of them will have enough self-discipline
to maintain the college’s good reputation? 1 ask
you to think about it.

For those of you with the SAT looming in
the near future, my advice is get a good night’s
sleep, relax and pray!

Need Money for College?

YOU CAN AFFORD COLLEGE!

GRANTS ARE AVAILABLE

FROM NEW YORK STATE, THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT,
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AND IN THE PRIVACY OF YOUR HOME.

IF YOU QUALI-

FY FOR A LOAN WE WILL TELL YOU WHAT YOU'LL NEED
TO DO TO GET IT AND HELP YOU WITH THE PAPER-

WORK.

IF YOU'VE BEEN TURNED DOWN FOR A GRANT
MAYBE WE CAN HELP. ALL FOR A $50.00 FEE.

IF WE

CANT HELP YOU, DONT PAY US A THING. YOU CANT

LOSE.

ACCOUNTING SERVICES: 1-607-732-2846.

Perricelli first mentioned the differences in
school uniforms. “I wore one with a starched,
white collar every day)’ she recalled. “Also, the
faculty were all sisters — and they were strict
when I went to school. They all wore habits
and had eagle eyes.

“The sisters were so strict!’ she continued,
“that you couldn’t sit next to your boyfrien
in the car when he dropped you off at sc:ln)t;1
or picked you up. Well, sister saw us gettin,
into the car one day, and boy, did I catéh it!”

Ann Michelle lJaughed when she heard that
story about her mother and father. “Today, the
faculty are interested in our boyfriends, an
many other aspects of our lives!” she said.

“Our teachers discuss all sorts of current, -

popular topics, even those health issues that

my mom said in 1949 you couldn’t use the
words for?

The relationship between faculty and stu-
dents is one reason Ann Michelle regrets leav-
ing Nazareth. “It’s like a family here; everyone
is a sister to everyone else)’ she said. “You can
talk to fellow classmates and to teachers about
personal problems, and feel that they really
care about helping you solve it.’

Nevertheless, both mother and daughter are

-" looking forward to the formal graduation

ceremony. “That’s one thing I’m pleased to say
hasn’t changed since my day’ Margaret Per-
ricelli remarked. “All the girls wear white
gowns and carry red roses tied with a royal biue
ribbon. I can’t believe it still happens, but I'm
so glad that it’s an enduring tradition?’

‘Beer Slayer’ details nightmare

of dependency in

By Mick Conway
NC News Service
As a substance-abuse counsefor and the
mother of five grown children (who call me the
Beer Slayer), | can speak with some authority
on the problems associated with accompany-
ing young people.through their teenage years.
Somewhere between the ages of 12 and 19,
most adolescents feel the need to prove their
maturity by experimenting with alcohol or
drugs. Peer pressure can be intense, and many
teenagers find it impossible to take a stand
against drinking or using drugs.

‘The availability of alcohol and other drugs
is a serious temptation for adolescents. Impa-
tience to be part of the adult world can lead
to chemical use, often with disastrous results.

My husband, a physician, can recite a lita-
ny of horror stories about teenagers drinking
and driving. Those middle-of-the-night phone
calls from the emergency room usually mean
trouble. When car accidents are involved, you
can be fairly sure alcohol is in the picture.

When our own teenagers were not home at
the designated hour, my husband would be-
come so nervous about their safety that he

- would drive around the countryside looking for

them, certain that he would find their car up-
side down, with its occupants unable to escape.
He now knows almost every ditch in the
county!

I teach an education/prevention class for _

high school students who have been charged
with under-age possession of alcohol or drugs.
Many schools have implemented such classes.

In spite of some initial reluctance, par-
ticipants soon begin to take an active part in
our weekly sessions. In a light moment, they
even decided upon a name for our group: The
Drunk Class.

As part of the curriculum, I arranged for in-
formal talks by several resource people in the
community — the county attorney, police chief
and sheriff, to name a few.

The most popular speaker was a young
recovering alcoholic. Now a college senior, she
told the group of her experiences with alco-
hol and drugs. Her candor won instant ap-
proval from the class.

She spoke of her adolescent experimentation

‘Drunk Class’
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with chemicals, stealing alcohol from her home
and buying street drugs. As she continued
drinking and using drugs, she began losing in-
terest in school and friends, and soon dropped
out of activities she had previously enjoyed.

Her high school years became a nightmare
of drinking and.using drugs, lying and steal-
ing money to support her chemical habit. Her

“first year in college was a disaster because of

her escalating use of alcohol and drugs: Mini-
mal class attendance resulted in failing grades,
and the need for more money to buy chemi-
cals led her into prostitution. )

Her family, after finally realizing the extent
of her illness, committed her to. a treatment
center for chemical dependency.

She had managed to fool even those closest
to her, her family and friends, until the dis-
ease of chemical dependency had reached an
advanced stage.

Now that she is in recovery, her life has tak-
en on new meaning. She has found a closeness
in God that she had never experienced before.
She thanks and praises her family for interven-
ing on her behalf. She is an enthusiastic mem-
ber of Alcoholics Anonymous and credits the
group for her continued sobriety.

The message she brought to our group was
that alcohol and other drugs are dangerous
substances. If chemical dependency develops,
the very course of one’s life is altered.

® 00

Mick Conway is a freelance writer and
substance-abuse counselor in Emmetsburg,
Iowa.

EDITOR’S NOTE: Send your comments on
Coming of Age — including your views of the
various individual writers and the topics co-
vered — to: Editor, Courier-Journal, 1150
Buffalo Road, Rochester, N.Y. 14624,
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