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Blshops decide to write second AIDS statement

By Jerry Filteau
.Collegeville, Minn. (NC) — The UsS.
bnshops decided June 27 to form a committee
to issue a new AIDS statement, building on

- the current statemient by their Administrative

Board and in dialogue with the Vatican.

The decision to issue a néw AIDS state-
ment came during a closed-door executive
session, much of which was devoted to
discussion of the Church’s approach to the
disease and controversy that has swirled
around the board statement since it was
issued December 11.

Cardinal Joseph L. Bernardin of Chicago

- made the motion to form a new committee.

A copy. of his mo}ion, released by the

By Agostino»Bono
Anustiia (NC) —— The head-of dis-
sident’ Archblshop ‘Marcel Lefebvre’s Priestly
Society of St. PmsXhassentaslgnaltoPoDe
John Paul II that-time remains-for a peaceful
solution to be reached before the-afctibishop’s
promised June 30 ordination of four bishops.
The Vatican has said that the ordination will
provoke a schism, or split in the Church.
The signal was sent through Auxiliary Bish-

op Kurthcnn onienm, Austna, dunn:the ‘

bishops’ press office, called for Archbishop
John ‘L. May, president of the National
Conference of Catholic Bishops, “‘to appoint
an ad hoc committee to prepare a new,
updated statement on the AIDS crisis which
will respond to the new facts, fears and
efforts which have emerged in recent
months.”

““The committee,”’ the motion continued,
“will have the benefit of the extant board
statement on AIDS (‘The Many Faces of
AIDS — A Gospel Response’), the dis-

cussions which have taken place since its .

publication, dialogue \yith the (Vatican)
Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith,
and pamelpatlon by all the bishops in open,
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Archbishop’s followers hesitant;

tion andasked the bnshop to- mform the pope
of the soénety’s good will. .

The bishop would not comment on the pos-
sﬂnhtyofapapalmeenngwnhFatherSchmld-
berger .or whether -the situation would be
resolved Before Junc 30.-. 'me ordinations,

which would take place in defiance of the -

pope’s orders, would result in automatic ex-
communication for' Aichbishop Lefebvre and
those.-he ordamed.

The society; ﬂfounded by - Archbishop
lcfebvm, basopamd smee 1975 vmhom

lenarysmon.”
At a press conference as the bishops’
mecting was drawing to a close, Cardinal

Bernardin and Archbishop May said the new '

statement to be worked out by the whole
body of bishops does not negate or replace:
the controversla! board statement of last

December.
“The statement of the board remains in
place as a statement of the board ... It’s an

obvious indication of the trust of the bishops
that they are happy to leave it that way,”
Archbishop Maysaid. -

He said he had not yet appointed a
committee to draft the follow-up statement,
but said it would almost certainly include one

‘0 rebel against pope

The archbishop’s decision to ordain June 30

- is “a wound in the living flesh, a break which

cannot be immediately repaired’ said Cardi-
nal Agostino Cassaroli, papal secretary of state
and the No. 2 Vatican official. “But I am con-
fident that he will not have a large following
and that people will realize that the pope has
dorie all that he could” the cardinal said.

Vatican press spokesman Joaquin Navarro-
Valls estimated that “about 20 percent will stay

with” Archbishop Lefebvre, and noted that

most of the archbishop’s followers do not want
to rebe] against the pope.

The Vatican estimated that the archbishop
has 100,000 lay followers.

Cardinal Edouard Gagnon, a Vatican offi-

aalsehtbythepope*toulkwnhArchbxshop
Lefebvre and report on the activities of his

. movement, has estimated at 500,000 the num-

baofpeqplewhomethcmofArcb-
buboplzfebvu’sm

or more of the members of the task force that
drafted the earlier statement adopted by the
Administrative Board.

He said he expects the committee to be
formed and begin working soon, put he did
not think any document would be ready by
the next time the bishops meet in November.

Although a few bishops in the early stages
of the controversy had called for retraction
of the board statement, during the executive
session there was no motion to that
effect and the idea of a withdrawal or
retraction was not even discussed, Cardinal
Bernardin said.

Earlier in the day journalists leamed of a
letter to the bishops from Cardinal Joseph
Ratzinger, head of the Vatican Congreganon
for the Doctrine of the Faith, warning about
worldwide confusion over Church teaching
caused by divisions among the U, . bishops
over the December AIDS statement. The
letter urged the blshops to unite clearly and
publicly in their position on AIDS, and asked
them to consult with the Holy See in the
future before issuing such stat'ements of
international significance. .

Asked if Cardinal Ratzinger’s: letter had
any mpact on his miotion or the bishops’

if ﬂemardnmsaid she--had
t ‘identical”’ xmouon to the

Y o e -Ratzinger letter. The
bishops on the ‘Administrative Board sup-
ported the idea“at that time but [decided to
wait until June and let. the whole body of
bishops decide on'it, he said.

When asked if the theology of the AIDS
statement and that expressed m Cardinal
Ratzinger’s letter were consistént or if there
was disagreement, Cardinal Bernardin said
that ‘“‘the letter expresses concern about the
document”’ but ‘‘dialogue is needed to see
whether that concern is about the content or
about the way it was articulated.

The concerns of the Holy See and the U.S.
bishops “‘are the same,’” he said.

In other matters, the bishops criticized
“Star Wars,” as the Strategl Defense

. Initiative is popularly, known through

overwhelming approval of a report assessing
the state of nuclear deterrence fivejyears aftér
the bishops’ 1983 pastoral letter on wai- and
peace.

The report praised improved U.S -80th -
relations and and the recently signed treaty to

eliminate ‘all ‘U.S. and Soviet mt’eunedlatc-'

range weapons within three ¥
same time, the report cntl

maintained the 1983 pastoral’ stance ths
the bishops could give orly ‘3 “‘s
conditioned moral acceptance”
deterrence.

The report further said that" the
and technological dlfﬁculuw of S|
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