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it ... how many will act upon
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DAD’S
DAY

is June 19
Don’t forget.

gifts for traditional
dads, colorful or
conservative—
gift certificates
in any denomination
Normal alterations
at no additional charge

A

Since 1878

“Whillock
Bros.

TRADITIONAL CLOTHIERS

24 WEST MAIN ST.e454-1816
Mon.-Sat. 9:30-5:30

235 PARK AVENUE®461-2220
Mon.-Sat. 10-6; Tues. &
Thurs. 'til 9
AMERICAN EXPRESS*MASTERCARD
VISAeWHILLOCK'S CHARGE
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ADVERTISING
IS A NUMBERS
GAME ..

AND WE'VE GOT THE NUMBERS!

Over 100,000 Readers Every Week

No newspaper knows for sure exactly how many of its read-
ers will notice every advertisement, and of those who do see

it. But it’s a pretty sure bet

that the more people your ad reaches, the greater-the
chances your ad will be seen ...
hood for getting response; which is really what advertising’s

So Why Not Play The Odds ...

TRY AN AD IN THE COURIER-JOURNAL
IT JUST MIGHT PAY OFF!

For Advertising Information,
CALL: (716) 328-4340

and the greater the likeli-

THOUGHTS TO CONSIDER

EDWIN SULEWSKI
FUNERAL DIRECTOR

Can drugs be used
to manage grief?

Grief is best managed by talking
about it and expressing our feelings
to those we trust. Drugs, including
alcohol, limit our ability to face grief
openly and serve only the non-

- productive goal of hiding or mask-
ing our feelings. There is no ques-
tion that feelings of grief are painful
and will often be difficult to face. in-
stead of drugs, find good friends
who will listen and support you as
you express your feelings of grief. If

§ you have been taking drugs and you
feel you cannot go on without them,
see your physician, or a mental
health worker who knows about
grief. If you find yourself drinking
more than usual or suffering severe
stress seek help from professionals.

We purchase all forms of insurance 10 protect our
family & assets, not because we expect the warst to
happen. but to be prepared Doesn’t it make sense
then to prepare tor what wiil happen Let our trained
counselgrs assist you with the many aptions available
in planning tor a worry-free future
Bural Cremation

SCHAUMAN-SULEWSKI

FUNERAL HOME
2100 St. Paul St.  342-3400
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Devotion to Jesus or the Kingdom?

By Father Richard P. McBrien

To judge by some of our television preachers
and their followers, Christianity begins and
ends with Jesus. To them, it’s a religion that
focuses entirely on him — as savior, lord,
friend and brother.

Fhese preachers constantly urge us to find
Jesus, to accept him, to believe in him, to open
ourselves to him, to let him rule over our lives,
to praise him, and to confess his name. .

One doesn’t lightly criticize such intense de-
votion to Jesus, but criticize it one must. First
of all, it simply doesn’t ring true with main-
strecam Christians, Protestant and Catholic
alike,

These mainstream Christians certainly be-

lieve in Jesus Christ and in the redemptive sig-

nificance of his death and resurrection. But
they also know that their faith doesn’t begin
and end with Jesus — that Christianity isn’t
only a matter of establishing a personal rela-
tionship with the Lord.

Christianity is about love, forgiveness, mer-
¢y, compassion, justice and hope. After all, Je-
sus did not preach himself. He preached the
Kingdom of God. He invited people not to
praise him but to do God’s will.

“None of those who cry out, ‘Lord, Lord;
will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only the
one who does the will of my Father in heaven”
(Matthew 7:21).

When the rich young man asked what he
had to do to be saved, Jesus didn’t say it was
sufficient to confess him as Lord. He told him
instead to sell all that he had and give the pro-
ceeds to the poor, and only then should the
young man follow him (Mark 10:21).

The Scriptures tell us that the rich young
man’s face fell, and that he “went away sad,
for he had many possessions” (10:22). It would
have been a lot easier for the young man had
Jesus only demanded that he cry out, “Praise
the Lord!” Or, “Jesus, I accept you as my per-
sonal savior!” Then he could have continued
enjoying his riches as a “blessing” from the
Lord.

It would have been convenient, but that
wasn’t Jesus® idea.

Jesus corrected his disciples on several oc-
casions for putting him — rather than the
Kingdom of God — at the center of their lives.
Peter protested when Jesus began to wash his
feet: “You shall never wash my feet!”

“If I don’t wash you;” Jesus answered, “you
will have no share in my heritage” (John 13:8).

When he finished washing the disciples’ feet,
Jesus asked them if they understood what he

Essays in
Theology

had done. He answered his own question.
Although they had properly acknowledged him
to be their Teacher and Lord, he had washed
their feet as an example.

“] solemnly assure you?” he said, “no slave
is greater than his master, no messenger out-
ranks the. one who sent him” (13:16).

Jesus had come upon this earth not to call
attention to himself but to call attention to
God and the Kingdom. He had been sent to
serve, not to be served (Mark 10:45).

What Jesus demanded of his disciples was
not that they should call him savior, or lord,
or friend or brother, but that they should love
one another just as he had loved them (John
13:34-35).

That was the one commandment he left
them. And that was also the one sign by which
all men and women would know that they were
truly his disciples — namely, their love for one
another.

But such love, Jesus insisted, is not to be
reserved for one’s relatives and friends, the so-
called decent and respectable people of this
world.

An authentic disciple will also love the ene-
my (Luke 6:27-28), renounce revenge (6:29),
avoid judging and condemning others (6:37),
and be careful not to dwell on the speck in the
other’s eye while missing the plank in one’s own
(6:41-42).

Indeed, Jesus warned against the temptation
to use faith in him as an excuse for trying to
control the lives of others. “You know how
among the Gentiles those who seem to exer-
cise authority lord it over them? he told the
disciples. “Their great ones make their impor-
tance felt. It cannot be like that with you”
(Mark 10'42-43)

During his most recent visit to Latin Ameri-
ca, Pope John Paul II didn’t urge his millions
of listeners simply to accept Jesus as their per-
sonal savior. He summoned them to the prac-
tice of justice.

That’s what it means “to teach as Jesus did”
And that’s what being a Christian is all about.

Rhoda learns the power of prayer

By Cindy Bassett

My name is Rhoda. I work as a servant for
Mary in a large house in Jerusalem. Even
though it is dangerous, the followers of Jesus
come here often. That is how 1 began to learn
everything that Jesus taught. -

One day, r recalled this story that Jesus
told them about the importance of praying ...

“There was a dishonorable city judge who
for anyone. A widow came
to him to make 2 complaint against a man. The
judge completely ignored her and did nothing.
But this wo! was so determined to get
justicethatshe ept on coming back again and
again to ap| her case.

“Finally, the {judge relented, saying, ‘1 fear
neither God nor, man, but this widow has worn
me out with her constant demands. So I am
going to make certain that she gets justice

“If an evil judge can be worn down like that,
don’t you think that God will give justice to
his own people who plead with him day and

night? You must keep on praying until you -

receive an answer!” Peter concluded.

I was soon to leam about answered prayer
in a startling way. A short time later, Jesus’ fol-
lowers came to Mary’s house to celebyate Pas-

. sover. But when they arrived, they were very

upset.
“It has started again! King Herod is seek-
ing to please the Jewish leaders at our expense)’

- one of them cried. “He is arresting the follow-

ers of Jesus?
“This is nothing new}” Mary said calmly.
“We will go on meeting here as always”
“That’s not even the worst of it!” another
said. “This time our own leader, Peter, has

- been arrested and imprisoned. Tomorrow, King

Herod will execute him!”

It surprised me to see that Mary did not
seem troubled by this news. “We will begin the
Passover meal now, and afterwards we shall
pray for Peter;’ she said.

We prayed together all night long. At dawn,

I'heard a loud knocking at the courtyard gate.

“Who’s there?” I called without opening the

The
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door.

“It’s me, Peter” he whispered back.

1 was so excited that I left Peter standing
there in the street and ran back to tell the
others.

“Qur prayers have been answered! Peter is
here!” I jold them.

_ “You must be mistaken. It couldn’t be Peter?

oneofthemsald “Heis locked up in Herod’s -
- prison?

“But it is Peter;” 1 insisted. “lknowhls
voice?

“Well then, it is the voice of an angel}’ some-
one else offered. “Peter must be dead”’

“Jesus taught us to keep on praying until we

. receive an answer! Your answer is here at the

door” I cried impatiently.
“Rhoda has spoken well)’ Mary said to

everyone. “We shall all go out and see”

When we finally opened the door for Peter,
he told us that an angel had awakened him in
the middle of the night. Suddenly, his chains
had mysteriously fallen off while the guards
slept. This angel then led him right to the door
of Mary’s house.

Jesus taught us many tlnngs about prayer.
God hears all of our prayers and anything is
possible. Sometimes, the answers are almost
too good to be true.

Scripture referemce: Acts, Chpter 12:1-19;
Luke 15:1-8.

Meimtlu: “1 will answer before they
cven call (0 me. While they ave stilt talking to
me absut their needs, I will go ahead and an-
swer their prayers” (Isaish: 65:24). .-
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