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lumnists 

A jaunt with Kenyan company 
By Father Paul J. Cuddy 

Brother Martin Okongo arid Father Steve 
Mbugua are two native Kenyans. They came 
to Rochester last January under the aegis of 
the Basilian Fathers to study at St. John Fish
er College. 

Father Steve has been an administrative as
sistant to Bishop Raphael Ndingi in Nakuru, 
Kenya. Brother Martin has been bursar of St. 
Thomas Aquinas Major Seminary near Nairo
bi, the capital. 

Over Memorial Day weekend, St. John Fish
er was on academic break, so I phoned my 
"African nephews" inviting them to join me 
on a "jaunt!' The high point was to be a family-
and-friends celebration of the silver anniver
sary of the ordination of my nephew, Father 
Bill Cuddy of Syracuse. 

Like a local train, I tended to hit local spots 
which might interest my Kenyan friends en 
route to the final destination. 

First we stopped in Auburn to pay my 
respects to a fine sister-in-law, Florence, who 
i&in frail health. She lives with her son, City 
Court Judge James G. Cuddy, and family. 
James' wife, Laila Curtin, whose brother is a 
holy Jesuit, is a CCD director at Sacred Heart, 
Auburn. Five of James and Laila's six children 
live in scattered cities; but all were home for 
the holiday. They assembled in their grand
mother's spacious room, with my great-great 
niece, Katie VanCleef , the special center of at
traction. It was her first birthday. What struck 
me is that this is a large family, all graduated 
from college, all on their own, all faithful to 
their Catholic faith. 

We proceeded to Syracuse and the 600-bed 
Van Duyn nursing home to visit my only sis
ter, Florence, who is completely incapacitated 
from Alzheimer's disease. My African nephews 
had never seen a nursing home, an institution 
foreign to Africa. 

From Van Duyn, my nephew, NeilMcLane, 
who teaches CCD classes, led us to St. Joseph 
the Worker Parish in Liverpool, where the 
celebration was beingheld. The pastor. Father 
Charles Major, is a first cousin of Father Bill. 
His mother was one of the seven "Meagher 
girls" from Auburn, all accomplished harpists 
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in .their day. Father Bill's mother is Katheryn 
Meagher, widow of my brother Joe, and aunt 
to Father Major. 

It was heartening to meet, even so briefly, 
so many relatives and friends; so many resi
dents of Auburn, my home town; so many 
friends of my nephew. He is in the Syracuse 
jail ministry, and is somewhat of the spirit of 
Rochester's young Father James Callan. 

In circulating among many pebple, I was 
struck by the vibrant Catholicity of the youth. 
Their firm and intelligent faith was a joy. The 
reception included a great smorgasbord, con
tributed by the parishioners. This accords with 
the Gospels, which indicate Jesus was a great 
party-goer. 

About 7 p.m., we left and stopped at Sam 
and Eileen (O'Toole) Cichello's in Weedsport. 
There we met their four sons: virile, bright, 
good, and strong in the faith. At times I envy 
such parents. One son, just graduated from 
Purdue University in Indiana, had just 
returned from a week working with the Glen-
mary missionaries and SO other collegians in 
Appalachian Kentucky. He was bubbling over 
with enthusiasm from working a farm, visit
ing the sick and simple, sharing a bouncy Pen
tecostal service loaded with "Amens" He was 
so moved he is giving his next year as a volun
teer with the Glenmary missionaries. 

Who could say that men and women with 
ideals have ceased to be? Or that the drive of 
grace and devotion has deserted our youth? 
With some, yes. But with many others, a re
sounding NO! 

On the return to Rochester we three, dedi
cated to God in religion, said the rosary, and 
listened to an hour-long Archbishop Sheen 
tape from the car cassette deck, a fitting con
clusion to a happy day. 

Looking beneath the surface of life 
By Father Albert Shamon 

Sunday's Readings: (R3) Mark 4:26-34; (Rl) 
Ezeldel 17:22-24; (R2) 2 Corinthians 5:6-10. 

In Sunday's readings, the image of a tree 
predominates. Ezekiel talks of a noble cedar. 
The psalmist speaks of a palm tree. Our Lord 
preaches about a mustard tree. 

The readings teach two lessons. 
First, God's ways are not our ways. He lifts 

up what is lowly and makes it the instrument 
of His saying power. 

You ought to read the entire 17th chapter of 
Ezekiel, which includes the eagle-vine allegory. 
The eagle — Nebuchadnezzar, king of Baby
lon — tears away the top of a cedar — Je-
hoiakim, king of Judah. The Babylonian 
leader then plants a vine-seed — Zedekiah, Je-
hoiakim's successor after the deportation in 
597 B.C. 

Zedekiah, at the urging of Pharaoh Hopra 
of Egypt, revolts against Nebuchadnezzar, who 
captures and destroys Jerusalem and blinds 
Zedekiah. 

Then the prophet soars into the future (Rl). 
He sees God taking a tender shoot, the Mes
siah, from the top of a cedar, the royal house 
of David, and planting it on a high and lofty 
mountain, which is Sion. He foresees God 
causing this shoot to grow into a majestic ce
dar, exalted from ignominy to universal great
ness, so that "birds of every kind (all nations) 
shall dwell beneath it:* Thus God brings low 
the high tree — the kings of Israel — and lifts 
high the lowly tree — the stump: the Son of 
David. 

Secondly, life is full of surprises. God does 
so much with so little. The tiniest of seeds 
bursts into the largest of all bushes without bur 
knowing how it happens. 

So often, we hear people say: "Why should 
I go to Mass? Why should I pray? What can 
Jesus or religion do for me? Can He control 
the stock market? Can He do anything about 
my cancer or heart trouble or cataracts? Look 
at the violence and lack of peace in the world 
today. Things seem to be going from bad to 
worse. Be honest! Christianity has been around 
for 2000 years, and what has it done?" 

The Gospel parables give us the answer. 

A Word 
for Sunday 

They tell us to look beneath the surface of life. 
The farmer in the Gospel reading had relatively 
little to do with the growth of his crop. He 
tilled the soil and planted the seed, but the sun, 
soil and rain did the rest. The crop sprouts and 
grows. The ground yields increase — first the 
blade, then the ear, then the perfect grain in 
the ear. 

The Kingdom of God is like that. It is fun
damentally God's work. We do our little bit 
— planting and watering—but it is God who 
gives the growth. 

Mother Teresa of Calcutta is like the mus
tard seed. How frail and tiny she is. How late 
in life — at 49 — she sowed the seed, yet how 
great the harvest of her good in the world! 

At baptism the seed of divine life is planted 
in each of us. It grows in ways we do not even 
suspect. For instance, have you ever stopped 
to realize how much support your presence at 
a Sunday Mass gives to others? The author of 
Hebrews wrote: "We should not absent our
selves from the assembly, as some do, but en
courage one another" (10:25). Our presence at 
Mass encourages others. 

lb believe that God exalts the humble and 
puts down the proud, that He is always work
ing, drawing all things together unto good, 
takes a lot of faith. 

Paul calls it confidence (R2). We continue 
to be confident, he told the Corinthians, even 
when the chips are down. The two moods that 
plague us today are discouragement and im
patience. It is enough only to read the papers 
or listen to the news. 

No matter. With Paul, be full of confidence, 
for God is always at work, exalting the lowly 
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Due To An Overwhelming Response ... 
MOTHERS DIME FREE 

EVERY SUNDAY 
Offer Is for one Mother with party of four: when 

another entree of equal or greater value is purchased. 
Not valid with other offers. 

The Finest in Italian and 
American Cuisine 

Over 100 Entrees Served Continuously 
Sunday 3:00 p.m. • 10:00 pm. 

Monday-Thursday 11:30 a.m. - 10:00 p.m. 
Friday & Saturday til Midnight 

272-7900 
2411 % Henriettt M. Rochester, N.Y. 14623 
Just 1/2 Mile South of the W. Henrietta Rd. Exit of 390 

CORRECTION 

In last week's graduation issue, we had 
listed Christopher Adin of Rochester as 
ranked first academically and Thomas 
Patamia of Rochester as second for 
McQuaid Jesuit High School. The class 
of 1988, which numbers 202 placed 
Thomas Patamia of Rochester first in the 
class academically and Christopher Adin 
second. We apologize for the error. Both 
graduates plan on attending Duke Univer
sity in the fall of '88. 

BUY HERE! PAY HERE! 
ESTABLISH CREDIT HERB 

START FRESH WITH 

2nd H A M ) ROM 

Cliff Hollenbaugh 

WHITE HEARING AID CENTER 
925 Sibley Tower Bldg. 

(Manhattan7? 
P C 1 # M l i + AutomaticSi O f C U i t Automatic Signal Processor 

A hearing aid equipped with the Argosy 
Manhattan™ Circuit continuously monitors 
the environment and automatically adjusts 
your hearing aid to provide maximum com
fort and intelligibility in noise and quiet. 
Let us help you discover a Custom In-The-
Ear Hearing Aid, with the Manhattan™ Cir
cuit! Also available in Canal aids. 

454-3270 
For over 25 years, we've been making our 

customers, our lasting friends 

Mon.-Fri. 10 a.m.-3:30 p.m. 
Evenings by Appointment 

We finance on 

No interest 

Low weekly or b'-weeniv pJv:T"-&! 

All our vehicles are N.Y.S. inspected 
and warranteed for 30 days or 1,000 mi. 

Member, Rochester Better Business Bureau 

RtS. 5 & 20 (ft mill E. el NCM* M Cnp»M|M) 

(716) 394-6580 or (716) 394-3996 
MenrFri. 8-8, Sat. 9-6, 

RITA'S 
CATERING 
SERVICE 

PAT'S COFFEE SHOP 
Personalized Catering for Your 
Graduation'or other Special Occasion 

• Graduations * Baptisms 
• Showers * First Communions 
• Weddings • Confirmations 

Hot and Cold Buffets 
Hors D'oeuvres — Party Trays 

Offering premium foods and 
distinguished service 

Over 30 years service in 
the restaurant business 

254-7360 
254-7679 ( If no answer: \ 

458-9848 / 

ADVERTISING 
IS A NUMBERS 

GAME... 

AND WE'VE GOT THE NUMBERS! 
Over 100,000 Readers Every Week 

No newspaper knows for sure exactly how many of its read-
ers will notice every advertisement, and of those who do see 
it... how many will act upon it. But it's a pretty sure bet 
that the more people your ad reaches, the greater the 
chances your ad will be seen ... and the greater the likeli
hood for getting response; which is really what advertising's 
all about. 

So Why Not Play The Odds ... 

TRY AN AD IN THE COURIER-JOURNAL 
IT JUST MIGHT PAY OFF! 

For Advertising Information, 
CALL: (716) 328-4340 


