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Tarantulas were among the tantalizing attractions at the Aquinas Institute Science Fair
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for junior high students May 13. Budding scientists could choose from five categories:
earth science, chemistry, physical science, biology or display.

Science fair sparks interest
in technological advancement

By Amy Zampi
Agquinas Institute

On May 13, Aquinas Institute held its
second-annual Science Fair for junior high stu-
dents in the diocese. The fair this year was ex-
ceptional with the number of students who
participated.

The fair was established in 1987 by Vilma
Goetting, a teacher and dean of students at
Aquinas. She began the fair to expose students
to the ideas of their peers, and to encourage
participation and interest in science. Goetting
points out that it is “important to encourage
young people through friendly competition
that science is pne of the most important parts

of our technological age and that simple ideas -

third places in each of the five categories —
biology, chemistry, physical science, earth
science and displays. .

Goetting is looking forward to presenting
each school with its plaque, and encouraging
students and teachers to continue the good
work that is being done.

The first; second+ and third-place winners,
respectively, in each of the categories were:

Earth science — John Scahill, Christ the
King; Alice Wolpiuk, Christ the King; and Ron
Torrance and Robert Corey, Blessed
Sacrament.

Physical science — Sarah Murkett, St. Am-
brose; Matt Klapetsky, Holy Trinity; and Mar-
garet Michaels, Seton Juhior High.
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How to say no to trouble without
saying goodbye to your friendships

| By Christopher Carstens
‘ NC News Service

Sometimes. even good friends will invite
you to join them in trouble. They don’t mean
to. Nobody ever called up a friend, saying
““Hey, I’ve got a great idea for getting
suspended from school.”

But in any crowd somebody occasionally
will come up with an idea that is ‘“just a bit
illegal,” or guaranteed to outrage your
parents if they ever find out.

You always can stay out of trouble by
becoming a “‘good kid robot.”” Go to school,
come home, do your homework and go to
sleep. Your parents will never be mad at you,
but you won’t have any fun or any friends.

The trick is keeping your friends and
enjoying your teen years without getting
involved in major problems. Fortunately, a
lot of the time you can recognize trouble in
time to avoid getting into it.

There are five steps for walking away from
trouble without losing your friends.

Listen to your intérnal warning signals.

When you get that uneasy ‘‘trouble com-
ing”’ feeling, listen to it. There is nothing
worse than finding yourself with a real
problem on your hands and thinking, *‘I was

Coming
of Age

it’s time to be really careful.

If it sounds like trouble, say so.

Tell your friend what specific sort of
trouble you need to avoid. Teens are more
likely to understand the truth than an
exaggerated statement.

Offer an alternative.

If the party sounds like trouble, suggest
-doing something els¢ together. ““Let’s go to
the mall,”’ or *“We can rent some movies.and
watch them on my VCR.” That way your
friend knows that you want to spend time
together, even though you don’t want to go
to the party. : .

Say no to the trouble and yes to the friend.

If your friend insists on going to the party
and you think it means trouble, don’t go
along.. Show you’re still friends with an
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