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Shedding light on a new covenant 
By Father Albert Shamon 

Sunday's Readings: (R3) Mark 14:12-16,22-26; 
(Rl) Exodus 24:3-8; (R2) Hebrews 9:11-15. 

When an artist is going to paint a picture, 
he first pencils the sketch lightly on the can
vas; then he daubs in the colors. God did some
thing like that: He sketched in the Old 
Testament what was to happen in the New. 
Thus St. Augustine wrote: "The Old Testament 
is revealed in the New; and the New is con
cealed in the Old:' 

Christ established a new covenant with man
kind. To help us better understand it, God cast 
shadows beforehand. He made a covenant with 
the Hebrews that sheds light on the covenant' 
the Son of God made with us. 

The first reading describes the old covenant 
God made with the Hebrews through Moses 
on Mt. Sinai. As always in works of grace, God 
took the initiative and invited the Hebrews to 
a friendship pact with Himself. 

Moses "related all the words and ordinances 
of the Lord!' which then were chiefly the Ten 
Commandments. He asked if the people were' 
willing to keep these. They answered with one 
voice, "We will do everything that the Lord has 
told us!' Moses wrote everything down: God's 
stipulations and the people's assent. 

The next day Moses built an altar, surround
ed with 12 pillars, symbolic of the twelve tribes 
of Israel. Because the Levitical priesthood had 
not yet been established, Moses had.certain 
young Israelites kill the victims for the sacri
fice. He took half the blood and splashed it 
on the altar, which symbolized God. Then he 
reread to the people the agreement made the 
day before. After reaffirming their consent, he 
sprinkled the rest of the blood on the people. 

Blood has a twofold significance: kinship 
and life. Blood creates kinship, makes blood-
brothers. The relationship is so close we say 
"blood is thicker than water!' 

Blood is also necessary for life. Many a life 
has been saved by a blood transfusion. Throw
ing half the blood into the fire on the altar 
symbolized the rejection of a life of sin. Sprin
kling the other half on the people signified a 
new life for the people — a "blood-
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relationship" with God. "I shall be your God; 
you shall be my people" 

As blood ratified the old covenant, so blood 
did the new: "This is my blood, the blood of 
the covenant" (R3). The second reading stress
es the superiority of the new covenant over the 
old. The covenant in the Old Testament was 
made with the Hebrews only; in the New Testa
ment, it is made with all peoples. 

Sunday is the solemnity of the body and 
blood of Christ, as present here and now in 
the Eucharist. The Eucharist forges a link 
stronger than that of blood between the receiv
er and (Christ, and between the receiver and all 
other receivers. 

Too often we do not see the incongruity of 
going to Holy Communion while continuing 
to harbor hate, anger, bitterness and revenge. 
Our Lord said: "If you bring your gift to the 
altar and there recall that your brother has any
thing against you, leave your gift at the altar, 
go first to be reconciled with your brother, and 
then come and offer your gift" (Matthew 
5:23-4). 

The bond of unity is love, and love is the 
sacramental grace of the Eucharist. If we re
ceive our blessed Lord worthily, reverently and 
frequently, we shall be changed into loving 
persons. 

"You shall not change Me into thee, as you 
do ordinary bread!] Augustine heard Christ say 
to himself, "but you shall be changed into Me!' 

The bread of the Eucharist changes us, for 
it is truly the body and blood of Christ. And 
as many grains of wheat go into the making 
of the one bread, so we become one body in 
the eating of the one bread. 

Authority versus authoritarianism 
By Father Richard P. McBrien 

I have a hunch that few of my readers saw 
Eugene Kennedy's recent article in America, 
"The Problem With No Name". (April 23). The 
essay is too important to let pass. 

The "problem" to which Kennedy refers is 
that of authority. More specifically, it is the 
problem of discerning the difference between 
authoritarianism and genuine authority, and 
of making the transition from one to the other. 

What's the difference? 
True authority is generative. It seeks to pro

mote and nurture growth through guidance, 
encouragement, and support. Unhealthy 
authority, or authoritarianism, uses techniques 
of shaming and debasement to gain its way. 
It is not interested in the growth of those un
der its supervision so much as in the control 
of their behavior. 

The revolt against authoritarianism has 
made the recognition or recovery of genuine 
authority very difficult, Kennedy argues. 

In Kennedy's own field of specialization — 
psychology —dozens of books and hundreds 
of articles and research projects have focused 
on authoritarianism and its evils. On the oth
er hand, he points out, "there is hardly any in
terest, much less research or writing, about 
authority as a sound and indispensableelement 
of human growth!' 

This is a very serious deficiency because "any 
institution, including the family and the 
church, charged with responsibility for foster
ing healthy development must be knowing 
about the nature of authentic authority!' 

The difficulty in identifying true authority 
is compounded, Kennedy continues, by the me
dia's approach to the whole problem. By focus
ing constantly on conflict, television and 
newspapers shape stories about the Catholic 
Church in the negative language of repression 
and rebellion. 

"In fact!'Kennedy insists, "very few Cathol
ics want to rebel against church authority; 
hardly any wanttocwmhiowdie^>e^r,4br 
that matter, 1>e arbitrary k thdr judgiiientt 
about curial decision 

In fact, segments of the Catholic Church 
that seem to be in violent disagreement about 
authority are actually troubled by the same 
problem.. Both liberals and traditionalists are 
searching for "a credible authority in which to 
invest their trust and to identify healthy lead
ers whom they can willingly follow!' Kennedy 
asserts. 

Essays in 
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The reason why there is a crisis of authori
ty today is primarily cultural and historical, not 
theological or ideological. 

Authoritarians can no longer successfully 
control the flow of information in an age of 
communication. Because of space-age satel
lites, for example, the nuclear accident at Cher
nobyl could not be hidden even by the 
ultra-authoritarian and ultra-secretive regime 
in Moscow. 

"The church!' Kennedy declares, "must 
come to terms with the same truth about its 
own inability to censor, disallow or render it
self insensitive to the real meaning of human 
experience or the impact of new knowledge in 
realms as different as human sexuality, free
dom of inquiry and the evolving understand
ings of theology!' 

At the heart of the "problem" is the inabil
ity of authoritarian leaders to deal with the 
mystery that is at the heart of all true religion 
and all true human experience. These leaders 
are comfortable only with "unambiguous con
crete faith." And that is why they possess so 
little true spiritual authority — authority that 
"naturally attracts the attenton of searching be
lievers." 

Nothing illustrates this problem better than 
the official Church's distinct awkwardness in 
its dealings with women. 

"Religious life!' Kennedy suggests, "is end-, 
ing because it can no longer function as a male-
dominated culture, not because human beings 
lack pnjifotfhd spirittial itslpirations. ' 

"This turning awayT Kennedy concludes, 
"represents a search for authority rather than 
a rejection of it. 

"The more church leaders, still wearing its 
symbols in medieval court regalia, seek to 
reestablish authority as authoritarianism, the 
more surely they destroy their possibility of 
having any but remembered authority in the 
future!' 

And that's "the problem with no name!' 
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Summer programs including 
weekend and weeklong retreats. 

Directed and Cuided retreats. 
Send for our Spring/Summer Brochure 

Center of Renewal 
Stella Niagara, N.Y. 14144 

716/754-7376 
(10 miles north of Niagara Falls, N.Y.) 

FoodMorket 
Meats, Groceries & Baked Goods 

K 482-3439 
Prompt, Courteous Service - 7 Days a Week 

288 North Winton Road 

EAST RIDGE HEARING CENTER, INC. 
196 E a s t R i d g e R o a d 

Chili Office: 501 Beahan Road 
Brdckport Office: 156 West Ave. (Lakeside Memorial Hospital/South Wing) 

• Hearing Evaluations • Hearing Aid Dispensing 
• Hearing Aid Repairs, Batteries 

STEPHEN T. UART, M.A. CCC 
LICENSED AUDIOLOGIST 

Hours by Appointment 
I Participating in Blue Choice, GM & Preferred Care 

Call 2664130 
TTY 266-5107 

Your "silent 
chauffer" for 
easy driving. 

These custom control modules 
duplicate the factory controls in
corporating set speed, resume, 
accel, decel, or coast. Windshield 
wiper, horn and headlamp func
tions where applicable. Full year 
warranty—no mileage limitation. 

461-0050 
777 Monroe Ave. 
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If you're 55 or over, Central 
Trust has an extra special 
deal on a Certificate of 
Deposit. It's called the 
Golden Bonus CD. 

Just deposit a minimum of $10,000 for at 
least one year, and you'll earn a 'A% bonus 
over our regular rate, good for the initial 
term of your CD. You also get an extra 
bonus: Seven valuable bank services free 
at Central Trust. 

To open your Golden Bonus CD, just zip 
into one of our offices soon, or give us a 
call. This is one offer that's going fast. 

* For qualified applicants. 

Interest penally for early withdrawal. 
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Get a bonus on 
* your interest plus 

] seven valuable services 
1 free at Central Trust. 
• Fee-free checking account 
• Fee-free check printing 
• Fee-free return of your cancelled checks 
• Fee-free traveler's checks 
• Fee-free JDcard for check cashing 
• Fee-free VISA Transaction Card for 24 hour 

banking* 
• Fee-free MasterCard with a low 15.6 annual 

percentage rate* 

Irving Bank 
Corporation €> 

Central Trust 
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