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Thousands gather via satellite to discuss sharing 'good news' 
By Cindy W o o d e n 

Washington (NC) — T h o u s a n d s of 
Catholics gathered at more than 250 sites in 
more than 85 U.S. dioceses on the eve of 
Pentecost "to discover the best and most 
effective ways to share the good news of 
Jesus." 

Archbishop Robert F. Sanchez of Santa 
Fe, N.M., welcomed'participants — includ
ing 380 people gathered at two sites in 
Rochester and Elmira, N.Y., — to Pentecost 
'88, a satellite teleconference on evangeliza
tion, calling it an opportunity "to nourish 
and support the faith we have received." 

The May 21 teleconference, which origi
nated in Washington, focused on practical 
ways to motivate and support Catholic lay 
people as they share their faith with the 90 
million people in the United States — 
including some 16 million baptized Catholics 
— who do not attend church regularly. 

"This year's presentations zeroed in on 
really practical help for evangelization," said 
Sister Mary Jean Smith, an organizer of the 
Southern Tier site. "A lot of people said they 
liked this year's (presentation) even better 
(than last year's.)" 

Contact ing every household within parish 

boundaries is "a must as the foundation of 
any complete evangelization program," said 
Williamj J. Bannon, president of Bannon 
Associates Inc., in Columbus, Ohio. 

Bannon told the nationwide audience how 
conducting a door-to-door census of parish 
territory! can help local evangelizers learn 
who their neighbors are, whether or not they 
go to church, and what their needs are. 

"It is remarkable that after 2,000 years, we 
have accepted the importance of face-to-face 
contact that Jesus himself Used," Bannon 
said. \ 

It is not the role of census-takers to defend 
the Church or Church practices that may 
have alienated Catholics, said Father Joseph 
M. Champlin, vicar for parish life and 
worship in the Diocese of Syracuse, N.Y. 

"If they have the gift of listening, they will 
be a success," said Father Champlin, who 
supervised a 1987 door-to-door visitation of 
400,000 homes in his diocese. "If even one 
person comes back, it's worth the effort." 

• Parish-based evangeljzation programs 
must provide "companions for the 
journey," said Patricia Barbernitz, pastoral 
associate at St. Joseph Parish in Sykesville, 
Md. 

The need is especially true for "returning 
Catholics,'.' she said. "The feeling of isola
tion is so magnified when one tries to come 
home but finds the family so changed." 

Paulist Father Alvin A. Illig, director of 
Pentecost '88 and founder of the Paulist 
National Catholic Evangelization Associa
tion, dedicated the second annual "satellite 
celebration" to Mary, "the first Christian 
evangelizer." 

A "Marian model of evangelization," he 
said, begins with the inspiration of the Holy 
Spirit, who came upon Mary at the Annunci
ation and came to the apostles on Pentecost, 

enabling them to "go forth and preach to all 
nations." 

Local participation in Pentecost '88 more 
than doubled over last year's teleconference, 
which was offered only in Elmira. 

Father Ed Palumbos, a Rochester-area 
organizer, has already arranged to take part 
in Pentecost '89, and envisions filling the 
Dome Arena in Henrietta. 

"I personally am hoping we can quadruple 
attendance next year," he said. "From a 
technical point of view* it was flawless — a 
wonderful experience of using technology to 
touch people and bring them together." 

Vatican-Lefebvre agreement stalled 
Vatican City (NC) — Despite reports that 

a reconciliation has been reached with 
dissident French Archbishop Marcel 
Lefebvre, the Vatican indicated no "de
finitive agreement" was concluded as of May 
23. 

In a one-sentence statement broadcast on 
Vatican Radio, Vatican press spokesman 
Joaquin Navarro-Vails said an agreement 
would be announced as soon as it is 

Funeral Directors 
of the 

Rochester Diocese 

Those who wish to have arrangements carried out in accordance with the ideals 
of their faith, contact the funeral directors listed below for pre-need or at-
need services and counseling. 

ROCHESTER 
Set your mind at ease, make FUNERAL arrangements with specialists 

„ at our home or in your home. 

• NULTON - • MATTLE 
ASHTON-SMITH (716) 381-3900 • PAYNE NULTON 

FarrelMtyan 
Funeral Home 

Thomas W. Plumb & James J. Ryan 
51 W. Ridge Rd. 

Rochester, N.Y. 14615 
(716) 254-3403 

Srhauman-§alew§ki 
Funeral Hone Inc. 

Edwin Sulewski 
2100 St. Paul Street 
Rochester, N.Y. 14621 

(716) 342-3400 

Hedges Memorial 
Chapel, Iae. 

Serving Rochester and it's Suburbs 
Rufus H. Hedges • Robert W. Shaver 

James A. Aiello 
770 East Main St. 454-7070 

Crawford iaaeral 
HOBM, Iae. 

"Serving the Greater Rochester Area" 
Located at 495 N. Winton Rd. 

(Between Atlantic & Humboldt) 
(716) 482-0400 

IRONDEQUOIT GREECE 

Dreier-Giltner 
Funeral Home l a c 
Edward H. Dreier-Alan E. Giltner 

1717 Por t land Avenue 
Rochester, N.Y. 14617 

(716) 342-8500 

Paul W. Harris 
Funeral Home lac. 

Richard P. Harris Charles E. Davis 
570 Kings Highway S. 

(corner Titus) 
(716) 544-2041 

Aradt Faaeral 
Hoi 

1118 Long Pond Rd. 
(nruf Maiden Lane) forking for over 100 cars 

Greece, N.Y. 14626 
Ronald John Arndt 

(716) 225-6350 

Vay, Sealeiea 
aad Meeson 

Faaeral Hoaw Iae. 
"Grrece** l*rge,l and Mm! Complete Facilities" 

2692 Dewey Avenue 
Greece, N.Y. 14616 

(716)663-5827 

IRONDEQUOIT GATES HILTON 

9Iay Faaeral Home 
George L May jr., Raymond L Welch 

2793 Culver Rd. 
Rochester, N.Y. 14622 

(716)467-7957 

SchaamaB'Salewski 
Faaeral Home Iae . 

Edwin Sulewski 
2100 St. Paul Street 
Rochester, N.Y. 14621 

(716) 342-3400 

Alvak Halloraa 
aad Soa, Iae. 
Faaeral Home 

M Daniel Halhrmit 

2125 Chili Avenue 
Rochester, N.Y. 14624 

(716) 247-7590 

TBOBMS E. Harger 
Faaeral Hoaw Iae. 
735 East Ave., Hilton 392-7100 

Thomas E. Burger, Pres. 
"Serving St. Leo's Parish Community" 

Michael R. Yackiw 
Funeral .Home 

,. 1270 'Norton Street 
Rochester, NX 14621 

(716)544-5000 
If np*answef 342.9300 

Gabello Faaeral 
Services 

2309 Culver Road . 
(near Norton) 

467-3210 
AJ. Gabello, Jr. 

->feacc 

rivaitattlc 

*k'& wiAe ... 

to. /tduvOUt! 

REICH ART MONUMENT CO. 
UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT 

348 Crestwood Blvd., Rochester, N.Y. 14624 
(off Buffalo Rd. near the Diocesan Pastoral Center) 

(716)235-4490 

HART MONUMENT CO. 
2301 Dewey Avenue Since 1856 
Opposite Holy Sepulchre Cemetery 

concluded. 
The Swiss news agency ATS reported May 

20 that the archbishop said he had reached an 
agreement with the Vatican May 5 which 
would implicitly allow him to consecrate 
bishops. 

But he was also quoted as saying he would 
go ahead with consecrations on June 30 
"with or without approval by the Vatican." 

Archbishop Lefebvre has rejected the 
reforms of the Second Vatican Council, and 
has ordained priests against Vatican orders 
— an activity for which the Holy See 
suspended him from the ministry. 

Some sources said there has been progress 
in the ongoing discussions between the 
Vatican and Archbishop Lefebvre. 

But, according to one knowledgable ac
count, a final accord is stalled, at least partly 
on the issue of a successor to the 82-year-old 
archbishop. 

By this account, Archbishop Lefebvre 
wants to ordain a man from among his 
followers to inherit leadership of the tradi
tionalist movement. But the Vatican re
portedly rejects that plan. 

The status of the rebel clergyman's society 
also remains unresolved, according to the 
source. 

If Archbishop Lefebvre ordains bishops by 
the end of June without the Vatican's 
approval, it would mean automatic 
excommunication for him and raise the 
possibility of a schism. 

On May 20, he told journalists that "one 
thing is sure. Next June 20 at Econe 
(Switzerland), I will consecrate several bish
ops, with or without approval by the 
Vatican. I just hope it will be with Rome's 
approval." 
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