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Courier-Journal

By Richard A. Kiley
Lawtyers for the Rochester diocese. and

Holy | Redeemer/St. Francis Xavier Parish

sent a letter this week to the Landmark
Society of Western New York, asking the
society to put in writing a verbal offer it had
made with régard to assuming ownership of
the Holy Redeemer property.

Frank Crego, president of the Landmark
Society’s board of trustees, made the verbal
proposal to Father John M. Mulligan,
director of the diocesan Division of Urban
Services, during a breakfast meeting on April
15. That meeting came just three days before
a marathon public hearing on the matter in
City Council chambers.

Crego said the society would take from the
parish all financial responsibility for ‘the
Holy Redeemer buildings and propérty. Even
if the church were eventually razed, Crego
said, the organization’s offer would spare the
parish approx:mately $70,000 in demolmon
costs.

Tour puts spotlzght on:

" in the' publlc eye, he said.

‘By Lee Strong

In the five years since the release of the U.S.
Catholic bishops’ pastoral letter on war and
peace, the federal government has increasing-
ly neglected human services in favor of mili-
tary spending, according to Bishop Matthew
H. Clark.

“(The letter) challenged the allocation of our
resources;’ Bishop Clark said. “In the last five
years . the s1tuanon has not 1mproved It has
detenorat

" The blshop spoke Friday, May 20, as part
of the Pockets of Poverty Tour organized by

- "the Southern Tier Office of Social Ministry

and the Tloga County Socnal Ministry Com-
mittee,

The tour was intended to mark the ﬁfth an-
niversary of the pastoral letter’s release and to
focus attention on the rural housing crisis,
which organizers say is, in part, a product of
disproportionate spending on military needs
as opposed to social concerns.

- “The pastoral teaches that the arms race is
one of the greatest curses on the human race

“;a.nd'th_at?the*harmﬁit:inﬂictsfnpomhe?D0.0r.:i's :

more than can be endured)’ said Kathleen

- Dubel, director of justice and peace for South-

ern Tier office. “Our nation’s housing needs,
as well as othér human needs, cannot be solved
without a significant reduction in the military
budget”’

In remarks made in Owego and Elmira,

Bishop Clark said the tour organizers’ point

- would -have been equally valid had-they cho-

sen to focus the tour on any of a number of
social issues other than'housing.

According to Bishop Clark, one of the

bishops’ arguments in The Challenge of Peace:

* God'’s Promise and Our Response is that mili-

~tary spending decreases the amount of money
available for spending on social concerns. The
purpose of this tour was to keep these concerns

Dlecese wants

|

. the govemment

).in- favor of a landmark

for;the 110-year-old church.
The city: Planmng Commission approved
the recommendanon with a 7-1 vote on May
9.

Father Mulhgan said he hopes the letter to -
the Landmark Society will clear up whatever
differénces are keeping the matter from

_ being resolved.

“What we’ve: done by writing to the
Landmark Society is ask them, ‘If you did
make an offer, make it in writing,”” he said. -

Although - ‘Henry McCartney, -execiitive
director of the Landmark Sociéty, had not
received the diocesan request as of Monday

) evemng, ‘May 26, he called the letter ““a step

in the right direttion. -

rural poverty,

The bishop urged public officials to be as

sensitive as possible to housing and human-—

service needs, asked those employed in
military-related industries to raise questions
aboiit the work they are doing, and encouraged
those trying to improve housing and human
services to keep working. |,

As originally planned, the tour was to in-
clude stops at several sites that typify housing
problems in Chemung and Tioga counties. At
the stops, speakers familiar with housing is-

_ sues were to discuss these problems and relate

them to state and federal spending priorities.

Due to a breakdown of the bus, however, the
tour was limited to stops in Elmira and near

Waverly. :

In Elmira, the tour bus halted in front of
Hathorn Court, a subsidized housing project.
lIona Coleman, a Hathorn resident, told the 30
passengers — including several media represen-
tatives — about the problems she had encoun-
tered in finding affordable housing before
being.accepted-o live in xhe—projeetegapd said

iould spend more on the con-
struction of low-income housing.

When thebus stopped outside a trailer park
near Waverly, Sister Rosemary Machie, SSJ,
who works out of the Bishop Sheen Ecumeni-
cal Housing Foundation’s rural office in Rush-
ville, discussed the plight of people living in

trailers. Many of the units built before 1970 .

are hazardous because of faulty wiring and

‘lack -of -repairs, she said.

Although peéople living in the trallers own

‘them, they usually have to rent the land on

which the trailefs sit and are thus subject to
decisions made by the land owners, she said.
If, for example, an owner. decides to sell his
land, everyone living on it has to find new land

to rent as well:as-a:means of moving:the traller

Retreat weekends scheduled for Cenacle Center in- May

The Cenacle Renewal Center in Rochester
has scheduled two retreat weekends for May
27-29. A “Creation Centered Spirituality” re-

 treat weekend will be led by Timothy McGo-
wan and Sister Helen Harber, r.. The offering
for the weekend is $60. )
The Cenacle will-also offer an ‘‘Approaches
to: Prayer” retreat’ weekend from May 27-29.

Father Alexander..Bradshaw will offer a
presentation -on-the. apparitions of Mary at
Medjugorje. The suggested offenng for the

'weekend is-$60.

Reservatxons for both weekends can be made
by contactmg the Cenacle Ministry Office, 693
East Ave., Rochester, or by - ,callmg
(716)271-8755.

“% TRAINS. fﬁlssxmn SPECIALS « COMMERCIALS * GROUPS

i | CALL US KJR UNBEATABLE VACATION VALUES

3 ,me $500°° per. pelson/dbl. '

From $750% per person .

. WE HAVE EXCELLENT RATES
FOR AIR FARE ONLY
CALL SOON FOR S’ SAVINGS'

Fx HAWAII - EUROPE
12 . | .SPAIN-13 NITES
1o | L‘S'DAYS ¥l 9 Nites: Costa del Sol
% T .Izi:;h:g?: 3 4 Nites: Coach Tour |
i ; El' M i . mwcr J Airfare. from Rochester | |
o (Sclf-contained) Resort [ ® 7-nites .. Includes:. Seville ® | L
3 , 7 Nites, Includes: I, :;"'JI Cordoba ® Grenada- |
N ; 3 : g::f:kr:a::,m:u'lnt::nlt)‘:nner za:: some meals -
tis | @ Snacks | ® Catamaran -Cruisc peaki ,
g' b Sponk,ellndm’s:,ngr !V;lhén:shurﬁns, @ Transfers to and from Airport Engheh $ i ‘;:g Spamsh e &
S | o st S ™ 12 62 ned e g" ,,
'y
ona'
12
19
e,
1<)

F'rom ‘1200‘” per pemon 3

¥ JAISMONI TV * 's;slfhio,*?_!zssmbul" TIV * Sisinao

“That’s verprosmve, we’ve been trying to
get a better idea of what they’ve want
said McCartney, who added that an apprans-
al of the Holy Redeemer parcel is still being
conducted and inay be completed this week.

McCartney estimated the land’s value at
between $26,000 and $40,000, based on city
assessments of parcels located near. Holy
Redeemer Church.

McCartney said he would like diocesan
officials to confirm whether any restrictions
would be imposed on the society if it decided
to donate the land to the City School
District, and whether such a decision would
change the cost of the.parcel.

Officials of the Rochester City School
- District have expressed interest in using the

former Holy Redeemer School building as an

early-childhood center. Unless the land on -

" which the church now stands is available for
recreation and other purposes, however,
church and Landmark Society: officials fear
the state might not approve the district’s use

mllztary spending

Sister Machie also addressed the problems
of the rural poor in general. She said that many
of the rental units available need repairs, are
poorly insulated and heated, lack electricity
and adequate plumbing, and in some cases
don’t even have septic tanks.

Sister Machie observed that the rural poor
have been hurt by the decline of agriculture,
limited services available for the rural popu-
lation — and lack of knowledge of what serv-
ices are available — and “a real decline in
federal spending since 1980

An additional problem for the rural poor is
isolation from neighbors, and from housing,
health and counseling services. For these peo-
ple, transportation is a major concern, Sister
Machie noted. “You are dead in your tracks
in the rural areas if you don’t have a car;’ she
said.

Ironically, the tour bus broke down shortly
after Sister Machie’s comments, forcing can-
celiation of the rest of the tour — which was

Continued on Page 11

s

Socnety s offer in writing

of theschool. .
The request on behalf of the didcese and
the parish for a written offer was drafted by
diocesan attorney Stephen Kruk and Joe
Fischette — an attorney who grew up in Holy
Redeemer/St. Francis Xavier Parish.

“Even before the planning commission
meeting, we said, ‘If you do want to
purchase (the -parcel), .submit a written
“offer,””’ said Kruk, who added that he was
surprised the society hadn’t already put its
offer in writing. ‘““We’re making that request
one last time. We’re looking for what they
consider to be a valid and genuine purchase
offer.”

The pansh which has not used the church
building since it was vacated in 1985, would
have had nothing to” gain from Crego’s
verbal offer, according to Kruk..

. “There wasn’t any talk of (monetary)
compensation; the only argument they gave
was that (the parish) wouldn’t have to spend
money toget rid-of the parcel,” he said.

““There are numbers that I know would be
received very well, but the number zero —
which is what we've-been offered — has not
been well received,”” he added.

The letter also asks the Landmark Society
to stipulate the period of time it will need to
find a developer for the property, and what
will happen if the society doés not reach
agreement with a developer within that time
frame, Kruk said.

Father William B. Leone, pastor of Holy
Redeemer/St. Francis Xavier Parish, greeted
news of the letter with cautious optimism.

“We met with our parishioneis, - and
they’re all in favor of what is being done at
this time,’’ Father Leone said. *“We'd like to
see this tried.”

Although the diocese did not set a deadline
for receiving a response from the Landmark
Society, Kruk said he recommended that the
society be given two weeks to respond.

““What we want to do is give them enough
time so they don’t feel pressured,’”” he said.
“If we were to come to an agreement with

. the Landmark Society through this letter. it

would bring the matter to an end. »

~ 'Corhzef Calkins |
Rd. & E. Henrietta |
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