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By Teresa A. Parsons

The mother of all hope and fear. The queen
of mercy and grace. The gentle woman and -
obedient handmaiden. The. longsuffering, yet
persevering parent.

Those were among the images of Mary
-evoked in song and dance, scripture and po-
etry during a vespers service on Friday, April
30, at St. Augustine’s Church.

The handful of women scattered through-
out the church were a study in diversity: old
and young, black and white, Catholic and
Congregationalist, some vowed to marriage
and others to religious life.

They came to mark the end of the Marian
Year, not with pomp or circumstance, but with
a simple service that reflected tradition as well

- as the diversity of their backgrounds and

talents.

Vespers, the sixth of the canonical hours of
the Divine Office, is celebrated between 3 and
6 p.m., and usually comprises five psalms, their
antiphons, a short lesson, a versicle (part of
a scriptural verse) and response, a hymn, the
Magnificat and its antiphon, and the prayer
of the day.

As a few latecomers straggled into the
church Friday evening, they were greeted by the

_gentle tones of handbells played by a choir of

women from the Irondequoit United Church
of Christ.

Interspersed among the traditional compo-
nents of the service — many of which were led
by St. Augustine’s Choir — were solo perfor-
mances by East High School student Renee

Mills, who sang Vivaldi’s “Ad Te Clamamus;

and Loretta Doyle, who offered a soaring ren-
dition of “Ave Maria” Actress Jacquelyn Dob-
son crooned a soulful version of “Amazing
Grace’ then recited Langston Hughes’ tribute
to “The Negro Mother”

“Mary transcends all colors and all socioeco-
nomic lines]’ observed Dobson, director of the
Office of Black Ministries, during the brief les-

Vespers service celebrates
Mary s multi-fac

eted image

son she offered to those assembled. “Raised
above the angels, she prays for all of us, 2
queen of mercy
¢y and grace”

The Shalom Dance Ensemble, directed by

Paula Dumont and Elvie Chiarenza, offered.

two of its prayer/dance pieces, “The Gentle
Woman;’ and “The Magnificat?”

In *The Gentle Woman;’ five dancers ex-
plored themes of motherhood and birth. “The
Magnificat? danced by Dumont and her
teenaged daughter, Christy, employed the di-
alogue between Mary and Elizabeth to illus-
trate the experience of women sharing their joy
at being in love with Christ.

The dance ensemble, established by Dumont
nearly five years ago, combines a core of
trained dancers with other participants, many
of whom Dumoit describes as economlcalty,
spiritually or emotionally marginalized.

“Our work comes out of prayer;” Dumont
explained. “We have a core of people trained

in dance, along with others who take parf to '

work out their spirituality through movement?”

Friday’s service was the third and final event
organized by the Diocesan Commission on
Women to celebrate the Marian Year.

In January, the commission presented a pro-
gram entitled “The Roots of Mary” at Tem-
ple B’rith Kodesh in Rochester. Last month,
Dr. Christine Bochen, chairperson of religious
studies at Nazareth College, spoke on “Images
of Mary”

" “We wanted the last thing we did to be a
prayer service, and we thought it would be most
fitting to use the prayer of the Church ap-
pmpnatel for that time of day]’ explained Teryle
Brewley, coordinator of the event. The vespers
semcewésalsoumedtocomcldewnh the feast
of St. Cathnne of Siena, a 14th century Doc-
tor of the| Church, as well as the sixth anniver-

sary of the release of “Fire in the Thombush}’
Bishop Matthew H. Clark’s pastoral on
women. : )

Marriage Encounter weekend set for Keuka College in May

Married couples looking for an intimate

-weekend away from daily stresses are invited

to a Marriage Encounter weekend slated for
May 13-15 at Keuka College in Penn Yan. The

- program is being sponsored by Worldwide
Marriage Encounter.

Reservations are limited. Call (716)328-1260
for information.

Cenacle Center to host retreat for co-dependents

“Reach Out and Touch Somebody’s Hand™
— a co-dependency retreat for adult children-
of alcoholic parents — will take place on May

6-7 at the Cenacle Center for Spiritual Renew-
al, 693-East Ave., Rochester.
Call (716)271-8755 for information.

GIFI'S FOR FIRST HOLY COMMUNION

FROM The SOURCE

Mnraculous -

Crucifixes

St. Christopher
Medals

4 KT MEDALS, CROSSES & CRUCIFIXES

St. Anne
St. Anthony
Assumption
St. Barbara
St. Christopher
Mother Cabrini
Ecce Homo

St. Elizabeth Seton
St. Florian

St. George

St. Gerald
Guadalupe
Guardian Angel
Caridad Del Cobre

Baptist
St. Joseph
St. Jude

Loreto
Lourdes
St. Lucy
St. Martha
St. Mantin

St. Michael
Moaserrate

Holy Spirit
Immaculate Conception

_ 60% OFF 14 KT. ITALIAN GOLD

La Providencia
St. Lazarus

Matka Boska
St. Matthew

SAINTS MEDALS INCLUDE:

Infant of Prague
St. John The

Mount Carme! *
Nino De Atoche
St. Patrick

St. Paul

St. Peregrine
Perpetual Help
St. Peter

St. Raphacl

St. Roch
Sacred Heart

" Lady of Sorrows
St. Theresa
Holy Trinity
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Don’'t make a move
- without a lawyer.
\ |

| When you buy or sell real estate, a lawyer can
 protect you from legal problems and ensure clear

. title. Attorneys carefully check purchase or sale
agreements, and see that all deeds and documents
are properly filed.

Call our office for legal help. (716) 546-3393
No charge for initial consultation.
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