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Suchsoa;lxssuesasncmandcmln;hts
have.long, been concerns of religious groups.
But if the World CouncxlofChurcheshasnts
way;. envnmnmmtalmuesmllsoonjom the
mnksoffmthxssnesaswell,aeeordmgtothe
Rev. Joan: Campbell,dnectorof the coundil’s
U.S. -office.

“The. emphasis of the World Counal of
Churches since Vancouver (site of theé organi-

muon'smsmmuymsuenonm ‘

theme “Justice, Peace and the Integrity of Cre-
ation}” Campbell said. “We're trying to get

churchesamundthemldtoseehowthsexs- .

sues interrelate” -

- Campbell, who was in Rochester for

Genueerumemcaleumes Annual Din-
ner, discussed the council’s agenda during a in-

formal breakfast mecting at-Colgate Rochester
" . Divinity School, April-29. .

She pointed-out that people.can generally
see-a-connection between peace and justice is-
sues, but that- many do not:see the link between
“integrity of creation” and the other two. As
theologians and scientists have paii increas-

- ing attention to creation, however, “it becomes

apparent that ... integrity of creation is the cru-
cible of it all;’ Campbell said.

Noting that Native American and Orthodox

forms of spirituality are based in part on an
understanding that faith and respect for crea-
tion are intricately connected, she explained
that thesé belief systems provide examples for

other religious groups to intcgrate mpect for '

creation with their faith.

“'Nowhete:sntcleua'thatthesenssuseome )

/E‘gaherthanmtheSouthPauf'd' Campbell
remarked, saying that nuclear tests, the dump-

ing of wastes, misuse of the islands and dis-

regard for the rights of the inhabitants have
led to an increase in the incidence of birth
defects and the destruction of the islands, coral

An addmonal problan of dcalmg with the
relauonshlps among-justice, peace'and the en-
vironment is that people concerned with these
lssu&stendtofocusononeofthemattheex- -
clusion’ of the others, Campbell noted. At
nmes,theyevenactmconﬂlctmtheachﬁher

lseonectmassummgthatltsparucularam

of con¢éin is'important, she said, “You.can’t
use the!Gospel to argue against the: Gospel.”
This: : fragmentation .of efforts-is so

pronoulicedmtheUmtedStamthatxthasled'

to a perception in Europe that the churchesin
theUmtedStatsamdomgnothmg, Canipbell
noted. One of the goals for the council’s U.S.
offce“nsthetellmgofthestoryofwhatnshap—
pening and pulling it together” she said.-
-During the two-hour bmkfast session,
Campbell raised a number of other issues, fre-
quently- pointirig to the links_between them.

The rest of the address — and an informal -

qu&stlon-and-answer mon that followed it
— covered such topics as ecumemsm, minis-
try to youth, the effects of the declining dol-
lar on the council’s budget, and criticism the
council has received for taking controversxal
stands.

As part of her talk, Cmpbeu’rE?aued the
moment she first understood the nature of

ecumenism and the “idea of connectedness.’

Campbell came to.this fevelation in her.early
30s, when hgr minister-told hgr: “Faith itself

P

one.Anhoughenchofthegmups.

'is ecumenical” Thinking about his words,
'Camipbell realized that ecumenism “is crucial
to who we are. It isn’t about supporting insti-

tutions; it is a way of looking at things’’

This realization has guided Campbell in all
her actmtm since that tlme. She has served

\er Cleveland Interchurch Council; assistant
general secretary of the National Council of
Churches; and in current-post with the World
Council of Churches, an international ecumen-
ical organization encompassing 301 churches
with a combined total of more than 450 mil-
fion communicants in 100 countries.

Although the Roman Catholic Church is not
one of the member churches, it has supported
coungcil acfivitics and has worked in conjunc-
tion with it on a number of issues, she noted.

In addition to environmental awareness,
another major area of current concern for the
council has been the situation of women in the
world, Campbell said. At Easter, the council
declared the beginning of an ecumenical De-
cade for Women.

. “This is not another effort to give women’s
groups another burst of support’ she said. “It
is meant to be addressed to churches ... (work-
ing) in solidarity}’ and to focus the churches’
attention “on all of the issues that impinge

n issues’ with justice, peace

upon the dignity of women®’
Shealsoassertednusamyththatwomens

' issues are of concern only in the United States

or North America. “The is_Sm about women

are not U.S. issues; it’s a worldwide issue that
takes in the feminization of poverty and power-
lessness)’ Campbell observed. “I think the is-
sue of women is a church-dividing and a
church-uniting issue?’

She linked racism tq the environmental fo-
cus of the council, describing it as a “disin-
tegration of creation?” ,The council will
continue to address racism, partlcularly
through efforts in opposition to apartheid in
South Africa.

Campbell acknowledged that tlus work —

as well as the support the council has glven 0 .

groups working for social justice in various na-
tions — has drawn criticism from various sec-
tors, including the U.S. State Department,

which recently released a report describing the

council “as engaging in subversive activities?’
“I think having a vision of the world — of

God’s kingdom — does put us in a position -
of being threatening people to others]’ she °

remarked. “People with a clear vision inevita-
bly are set against their culture?

Diocesan
Appointments

Bishop Maithew H. Clark has an-
~ nounced the following diocesan ‘ap-
pointments:

Father Terence K. Fleming from Catho-,

lic chaplain at Genesee Hospital, Roches- |
ter, to pastor of St. _harles Borromeo ;
Church, Greece, effective June 28, 1988 at

6 p.m. i
Father Donald F. Schwab from dxrcctor

of the Departmerit of Pastoral Care at-
Rochester General Hospital to pastor of St
Christopher’s Church, North Chili, effec--
tive June 28, 1988, at 6 p.m. i
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