
12 Thursday, April 28. 1986 Courier-Journal 

ZCmOtd 0#tx - - A » Sptmf &Uu»-

s3,500 
Solid Vinyl Siding 
average installed price 
for Ranch or Cape Cod 

^ J 7 Avg. Two-Story $4,500 
IClbOf S J Menme nonpiOfJteo INnsterjDW nwiMnt, untfi t ; colors and i UylM !0 cnoose I row 

Gutters are included with any complete) 
siding and trim installation. [ 

Windows $225 Installed 
Custom made solid vinyl replacement 
windows, offering any size CCuOle 
nung with 

• Tut in sasnes • Double Locks 

• Thermooane * Secunty LOCKS 

• DouDie weatner stripping 

Induces a lifetime warranty 

FnTim 
FREE Est imates 

20 years experience 'uliy insured 

LOW OVEfiMEAD SAVES VQU MONE* 

J,A,M, CONSTRUCTION 
544-3445 

DayTours 
GROUP TRAVEL VIA MOTOR COACH, AIR, RAIL 

(716) 377-1017 

Tuesday, May 31 
Includes: Tivoli Miniature 
World, IMAX Theatre, lunch 
at "The Beacon." 

$3300 

Wednesday, June 1 
Includes: Matinee performance 
"Hit the Deck" and lunch at 
Oban Inn, Niagara-On-The-Lake 

$40 00 

Tuesday, June 14 
Includes: Tour of Cornell Plan
tations and campus, lunch 
at "The Station." 

$onoo 30 
Wednesday, June 29 • 
Saturday, July 2 
Elgin House Resort. 
Port Carting, Ontario 

$2sgoo DB/do 

Friday, June 24 -
Saturday, June 25 
"Geritol Follies" 
at Hamilton, Ontario 

$103 DO 

a gram 
On all 14K Italian Chains 

• Herringbone 
• Serpentine • Box Chain 

• Diamond Cut Rope 
and much more. 

RINGS 
CHARMS 
EARRINGS 

$15 99 
a gram 

Panorama Outlet Mall 
(716) 381-52S9 

Southtown Outlet t h e 
(716) 272-0540 

Rochester, 
New York 

fabric house 

CREATE 
YOUR SPECIAL 
PROM GOWN 

Choose From Beautiful 
• Satin • Taffeta 

• Lace 

Hours: 
MonrThurs. 10 am-9 pm 
Fri. & Sat. 10 am-5 pm 

248-2362 
631 Wttsford-VktorRd. 
Rt. 96 BushnelTs Basin 

RED CROSS HAS 489 WAYS 
YOUR TEENS CAN SPEND 
THEIR SUMMER VACATION 

We have more than 70 agencies ready to fill your teen's 
summer with new and valuable volunteer experiences. 
The 1988 Red Cross Teen Volunteer Directory lists 
summer volunteer opportunities that can give your teen: 

• confidence 
• real life experience 

For your free copy call Red Ctass at 461-9800, ext. 259. 

• job training 
• marketable job skills 

American Red Cross 
Rochester-Monroe County Chapter 

United Wfay COUNCIL OF 
O O C H E S T E n . 

Space donated to the Ad Council 
a t a public service of 
Courier Journal. 

I give you the gift of peace 
By Cindy Bassett 

Just after Jesus was born, Joseph and Mary, 
took him to the Temple of Jerusalem to present 
the baby to God. On that day, Simeon, a 
devout Hebrew, was also at the Temple. When 
the old man saw Jesus, he was filled with the 
spirit and proclaimed' "Now lean die in peace, 
for I have seen the Messiah!" Then he took 
the baby from Mary and said to her: "A sword 
shall pierce your soul, for this child shall be re
jected by many in Israel, and this to their un
doing. But he will be the greatest joy of many 
others." (Luke 2:22-35) 

• • • 
John hesitated at the doorway, uncertain 

whether he should intrude on the gentlewom
an and her quiet thoughts. Mary, the mother 
of Jesus, sat gazing out of the window. But 
suddenly, as if aware of his feelings, she turned 
to John and smiled. "All has been fulfilled by 
Jesus," Mary said, her expression tinged with 
sorrow. 

"Is everything all right, Mary?" John asked 
as he sat down beside her. 

"Yes*' she nodded, "it's just difficult some
times to separate a mother's concerns for her 
son from the knowledge that Jesus was the 
Messiah." | 

"And by consenting to be Jesus' mother, you 
helped change the world," John said. 

"Jesus loved you so much, John;' Mary 
reflected. "You were one of his favorite apos
tles. And now, you've been so kind to me." 

"It's what. Jesus wanted," John replied. "I 
can do nothing less than what he asked of me 
as he hung there dying on the cross!' 

They both were silent for a few minutes, each 
recalling their own memories of Jesus. 

"Did I ever tell you about the time that 
Joseph and I lost Jesus?" Mary asked. "We 
had all gone to the temple in Jerusalem for the 
annual Passover celebration. When we start
ed home, we thought Jesus was traveling with 

The 
Bible Corner 

some of our relatives. We were halfway home 
before we realized that he was not with us. In 
great haste, Joseph and I returned to the tem
ple, where we found Jesus surrounded by the 
teachers of the law. Jesus was debating the 
Scriptures with them! 

When I told Jesus how worried we had been, 
he replied: 'Did you realize that. I must be 
about my Father's business?"*^ 

Mary paused, smiling at the memory. "Do 
you remember the first miracle Jesus per
formed?" 

"At the wedding feast at your friend's house 
in CanaJ' John offered. "I'll never forget the 
expression on the wine steward's face when he 
cnided the groom: 'Sir, you are certainly 
different from most hosts. It is customary to 
serve the best wine to one's guests first. Why 
have you saved yours until now?'" 

"John, there is still much work to be donej' 
Mary said, coming back to the present. 

"Yes, we shall bring Jesus' message of peace 
to all nations," John agreed. "It is what he 
commanded us to do until he comes back 
again." 

Scripture Reference: John 19:26-27; Luke 
1:41-50; John 2:1-11. 

Meditation: " I am leaving you with a gift 
— peace of mind and heart! And the peace I 
give isn't fragile like the peace the world gives. 
So do not be troubled or afraid." 
(John 14:27) 

The misinformed pope 
By Father Richard P. McBrien 

Every five years a diocesan bishop is required 
to visit Rome to report to the pope on the state 
of his diocese and to venerate the tombs of 
Saints Peter and Paul,. This is the so-called ad-
limina visit, which means "to the threshold" 
of the tombs of Peter and Paul. 

In recent years these visits have been the oc
casion of papal talks on the state of the Church 
in the visiting bishops' country or region, and 
they have not always been free of controversy. 

In early September 1983, for example, Pope 
John Paul II addressed 25 US. bishops at his 
summer residence at Castelgandolfo. The 
meeting attracted some attention because there 
was a negative, even scolding, tone to the pope's 
remarks. He was deeply concerned about the 
changing role and expectations of women in 
the US. Church, and about dissent against 
some of the Church's teachings on sexuality. 

Several of the American bishops felt that the 
pope had been unduly influenced by hostile 
reports from ultra-conservative sources, both 
in the Vatican and the United States. Over the 
next few years a rift seemed to develop between 
the Vatican and .the Church in America — a 
rift exacerbated by the disciplining of Arch
bishop Hunthausen, the censure of Father Cur-
ran, the launching of an investigation of US. 
religious communities, the appointjment of very 
conservative bishops to major archdioceses, 
and similar initiatives. 

So serious did the situation become that 
several leading US. bishops met with the pope 
last spring to urge Mm to adopt a more posi
tive attitude toward American Catholicism as 
he prepared for his second pastord visit to this 
country. 

We have recently learned that the pope was 
pleasantly surprised by that visit to the Unit
ed States. He discovered that the Catholic 
Church in America is in far better spiritual and 
institutional shape than he had been led to be
lieve by those whom Pope John XXIII had 
once called "prophets of doom!' 

In an address to 25 Midwestern U.S. bishops 
making their ad limina visit early last month, 
Pope John Paul II expressed his "admiration 
for everything that the grace of Christ has ac
complished in the lives of God's people in your 
land. 

"The ecclesial reality in the United States;' 
he continued, "is an expression of the power 
of Christ's, paschal mystery at work in the lives 
of countless individuals and numerous com
munities. I know the commitment of all the 
people of God in America to carry out their 
vocation of Christian service!' 
- In private conversation with the bishops, the 

in 

pope complained that he had been misin
formed about the state of US. Catholicism. 
Misinformed by whom? Evidently by Vatican 
officials, including some high-ranking Ameri
can curialists, and by ultra-conservative groups 
in the United States. 

The pope also assured the bishops that his 
proposed meeting with representatives of the 
entire U.S. hierarchy would take place, as 
planned, early next year. It will probably be 
similar in format to his highly successful meet
ing with the Brazilian bishops in 1986. 

The Midwestern bishops left Rome last 
month in a very, hopeful mood. Archbishop 
John May of St. Louis, president of the Na
tional Conference of Catholic Bishops,-was 
remarkably outspoken in his assessment of the 
ad limina visit. 

"I got the impression!' Archbishop May told 
the press, that the pope was "a little irked by 
people who had filled him with all kinds of 
warnings and apprehensions about going to the 
United States!' 

He and the curia had received "a lot of false 
indications" from media reports and "from 
others, too!' the Archbishop noted. "Despite 
the fact we had come over here (last March) 
to try to disabuse him, apparently we didn't 
succeed. But the people did. Apparently he saw 
a different Church in the United States from 
what he had been led to believe." 

On the whole, therefore, this recent ad limi
na visit "couldn't have been more positive, 
more complimentary to the Church in the U.S., 
and I was amazed, frankly!' Archbishop May 
concluded. 

Meanwhile the March 10 issue of the con
servative Catholic newspaper The Wanderer 
urged its readers to flood the Vatican with more 
horror stories detailing the pastoral decadence 
of the Church in America. With an exquisite 
sense of timing, the paper probably went to 
press as the pope was complaining to the 
bishops about the misinformation campaign 
to which he had been subjected. 

The editors must feel like the pundits who 
were still predicting the demise of Vice Presi
dent Bush's candidacy as the polls closed in 
New Hampshire. 


