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Committee glves seniors a voice in planmng graduation

By Amy Carr
Our Lady of Mercy High School
It is an event that symbolizes change, a trans-
formation into new independence, and a spe-
cial farewell to four years of friendships and

growth. It is the main goal to be conquered

from the first day of freshman year. It is the
moment of graduation.

This year, the senior class at Our Lady of
Mercy High School has participated in the or-
ganization of its upcoming graduation ceremo-
ny through the work of a senior graduation
committee. The committee, under the direction
of moderator Sister Joan McAteer, involves
and represents the ideas of the senior class dur-
ing the graduation preparations.

A tradition that began with Mercy’s first
graduating class, the senior graduation com-
mittee was created to glve interested seniors the
chance to participate in the planning of their
own graduanon In March of this year, 16 to
20 seniors volunteered to be members, al-
though any interested seniors are welcome to
attend committee meetings. The group meets
about.once every two weeks during scheduled
lunch periods to discuss the June 22, ceremo-
ny, which will be held at the Eastman Theatre.

“Planning for a high school graduation is
a kind of thankless job)’ Sister McAteer said.

_“Yet the committee basically represents the
work of Mercy (girls) trying to make (gradua-

DeSales Htgh School
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tion) special for each other.’

Committee membership carries responsibil-+

ity for a variety of tasks. Members collect slides
of senior photos to be shown in a slide show at
the Eastman; create and distribute ballots for
voting on the class and student speakers; and
assist in assembling diplomas and invitations
to family members. The committee is also in
charge of choosing a class song for the ceremo-
ny, and participates in choosing a theme to
unite the speeches of the valedictorian and stu-
dent speaker.

“The committee tries to involve all of the
seniors so that they can have a say in gradua-
tion)” Sister McAteer said. “Much of the
ceremony is formal and traditional, but the
work of the students makes their graduation
unique’

Committee member Karen Da Costa Fer-
nandes echoed Sister McAteer’s remarks. “The
group signifies the moving on of our senior
class;” she said. “The committee tries to rep-
resent the wishes of the senior class for gradu-
ation to the best of its ability”

The committee works with the traditional
aspects of the Mercy ceremony as well. On
June 21, the day beforg graduation, the senior
class will attend the Mercy “Rose Mass™ in the
Mercy motherhouse chapel. The Mass gives
graduates the opportunity to celebrate their ac-
complishments with their classmates and the

Was it wise for the U.S. to notlfy
Iranian rigs that we were attacking?

NOLA ZECK, freshman

In my opinion, it was
good that the U.S. noti-
fied the Iranians before

so a lot of innocent peo-
ple didn’t have-to be
hurt.

PAUL HEZEL, sophomore
It was wise of the U.S. z
to warn the crews on the
oil rig of the attack.
First of all, in interna-
tional conflicts, it is not
wise fo victimize
civilians in a strictly po-
litical affair. Also, it is
in the self-interest of the
U.S. not to receive adverse propaganda about
such an event. Also (since) the U.S. has superi-

As Teens
See It

or equipment and technology at its disposal,
US. forces have the capability of defending
themselves against a counterattack.

STEVE VEDORA, junior
No, I don’t think it
was wise, If we're go-
ing to fight, we should
fight. We shouldn’t
give Iran time to retali-
ate, because that could
cause American
casualities.
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Nazareth Academy to celebrate anniversary of 38 class

Nazareth Academy’s annual alumnae ban-
quet will take place on Friday, May 6, mark-
ing the 50th anniversary of the class of 1938.
All alumnae whose graduating year ends in a
three or an eight will also be honored at thc
banquet.

The gala will take place at the Mapledale
Party House, beginning with cocktails at 6 p.m.
and dinner at 7 p.m. The cost is $20 per person.
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HOUSE OF GUITARS

Most New Album And Tape Releases Just $5. 98
CD’s From $8.98 - $11.98 Each

We received 12 correct entries
identifying The New York
Times & The Daily News as |
the two newspapers identified in %
Billy doel's song “New York
State of Mind”

MUSIC TRlVlA

Homecoming 1988 will continue on Sunday,
May 8, when the spouses and families of alum-
nae ‘will be invited to a 10 a.m. Mass at
Nazareth, 1001 Lake Ave., Rochester. The Mass
will be followed by a breakfast. The price of*

the meal is $3 per person with a $12 limit for .
- families.

Call (716)254-3219 for information.

The winner was
i Marty Lunn -
of SUNY Buffalo

. faculty The rose is an important symbol dur-

ing the Mass, as each student places a rose on
the altar during Mass, then receives it back the
next day to carry during graduation.

“The rose symbolizes a dedication to God
as the seniors give their rose to God during the
Mass and then receive it for graduation — a
giving and receiving)’ Sister McAteer said.

Another Mercy graduation tradition is to
present the “Witness Award” to the senior who
has best lived out the message. of service and
kindness to others. The committee is respon-
sible for organizing the balloting for this award
to give both students and faculty the oppor-
tunity to vote. Committee members also work
with their class when choosing a speaker for
graduation. The committee tries to choose
someone the class recommends, and who can
relate to the graduates and share a message
with them. Past speakers have béen success-
ful Mercy graduates and prominent
Rochesterians.

-As the senior graduanon committee -is a
Mercy tradition in itself, it has* set its own
precedents over the years. “A prayer is said at
the opening of all Mercy graduations;® Sister
McAteer pointed out, “This was an idea creat-
ed by a senior committee one year, and now

all the committees choose who or what their
class’ prayer will be for and what it will rep-
resent”

As graduation draws nearer, most seniors
have realized the importance of the senior
graduation committee. “The girls (in the com-
mittee) can represent the class as a whole)” sen-
ior Lisa Rischenole said. “We have had four

years of teachers planning our entire day; now -

we can do something on our own?

“This graduation is for us and celebrates our
accomplishments;’ senior Cory Curtin said. So
they (seniors) should be the ones planning it,

and the ceremony should be special — but

within tradition?’

For the faculty and parents involved in’

graduation, the committee is looked upon as
a group of enthusiastic seniors helping Mercy
to organize the annual cergmony. Yet to most
seniors, it symbolizes class tihity as well as the
realization of the final compibuon of a peri-
od in their lives.

“All of us have spent four years with the
same friends and many of them we might not
see again)’ senior Amy Bradley said. “Gradu-
ation is the last time we'll be together and uni-
fied as one class. So that is why I believe
graduation should be a special moment”

By Renee Prame

‘ Aquinas Institute
My mother has been the most mf!uen-
tial person in my life. As far back as I can
remember, she has always taught me right
from wrong, bad from good and what is
really important. She has always been there
to help me through the rough times and

she’ll always support me and believe in me,
if she knows that I believe something is real-
ly important. -

With all her “words of wisdom;’ though,
she said one thing that changed my life and
will.always be with me: “Renee, do what
you think is right for you, not for anyone
else. You'll know its truly right 1f it feels
right in your heart?”

So many times 1 have used this statement

1 want to do with'it. Everyone knows that
growing up isn’t easy, but it is much hard-
er than I thought it would be. There is al-
ways that constant peer pressure to follow
the group, but 1 know it is not right for me.
1 would not be hurting only myself if I gave
into peer pressure, I would be hurting my
parents and everyone who loves me.

At 17, 1 know I am probably ignorant of
much of the pain — and happiness — that
can be found in a serious relationship. 1
have a lot of time ahead of me, and I plan

. to use my mom’s words to evaluate my rela-
tionships, decide if they are right for me and
the-steps I'd like to take. As it has done in
the past, her advice will guide me through
any relationships 1 have in the future and,
hopefully, will help me to find the balance
between pressure and a happy relationship.

From kindergarten through eighth grade,
I attended a public school, so coniing to
Aquinas was a big change for me. I remem-
ber my friends asking me why I wanted to
go to school at Aquinas. The only answer
I had was that 1 needed a change: new sur-

congratulate me on the good ones. I know -

~ other aréa which my mother’s words have -

to help evaluate my life and to decide what

Speaking
Out

roundings, new people and a new -start. -
They didn’t understand, but I knew I need-
ed to be myself and make my own decisions
and not live according to how everyone had
stereotyped me. I love being at Aquinas and
I know now that I definitely made the right
decision.

My religion and my faith in God is an-

influenced me. I believe in God and don’t
mind going to church, but in today s socie-
ty — at least at the teenage level — one who
attends church is considered a “religious

“freak? It is right for me, however, and that
is what I truly want to do.

The last thing I want to explain may not
seem very important, but it is to me. When
I came to Aquinas, I decided to join the col-
or guard. 1 know it’s not the most popular
thing to do, but I love it. 1 have found real
friends in that guard, and I know everyone
cares. I would never quit because I have al-
ready made memories and friendships that
will be with me forever.

Pl never forget the words my mom said,
and P’ll always keep them close to my heart ~
so that I’ll do the right thing. Not only did
she teach me to respect myself, but also to
respect the views of others. Only when we
respect ourselves and others will we be hap-
py with what we are doing. I hope that my
mom will be proud of my choices and de-
cisions, and also that she will know how
much I admire her, because she is someone
special who will help me along and guide
me through my life.
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We received 5 correct entries identifying
Bill Virdon as the only NY. Yankees
manager never to manage the team in
Yankee Stadium in the last
50 years.

Team Oumﬂers -
Golf Baseball - Softball - Hockey - Football - Basketboll

SPORT

The winner was
Melanie Falzoi-
of St. Ann's
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This week’s question: Name o This week quesﬁon Name: ,_
Who recorded the original version of " kA _
rded Address | What cunent NHL team-tias ~Address
the song “Whiter Shade of Pale™ City B State i - suffered the- Jorigest since its last Cuy State..
- zZip - Stanley Cup title?
— A: » School -
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