Thursday, April 21, 1988

12

^Sfiadee lady

WHISPERING WINDS
BUS TOURS

\

BECK'S OROVE

Lamp & Shade Shop
OFFERS

s

April 27
Neil Simon's "Plaza Suite'
plus lunch

• Wrought Iron Lamps
• Stained Class
• Mini Candle Lamps
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Boat ride/8 meals 1 day Atlantic City
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June 6-10
Historic Tours/
Plymouth and Sandwich
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QERITOL FOLLIES
June 30
• Lampshades — All styles
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• Painted Furniture
• Basket Weaving Supplies .
• Lampshade Supplies
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(716) 385-7559
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Crystal Beach
Buffet lunch & show
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Chartered Buses & Customized Tours
GROUP SPECIALISTS
247-3213

Northfield Commons/Schoen Place £
Tues. - Fri. 10 - 4, Sat. 1 0 - 2
Is

GIFTS FOR FIRST HOLY COMMUNION

FROM The SOURCE

Miraculous
Medals

St. Christopher
Medals

Crucifixes

14 KT. MEDALS, CROSSES & CRUCIFIXES
SAINTS MEDALS INCLUDE:
St. Anne
St. Anthony
Assumption
St. Barbara
St. Christopher
Mother Cabrini
Ecce Homo
St. Elizabeth Seton
St. Florian
St. George
Si. Gerald
Guadalupe
Guardian Angel
Caridad Del Cobre
Holy'Spirit
Immaculate Conception

Infant of Prague
St. John The
Baptist
St. Joseph
St. Jude
La Providencia
St. Lazarus
Loreto
Lourdes
St. Lucy
St. Martha
St. Martin
Matka Boska
St. Matthew
St. Michael
Monserrate

Mount Carmel
Nino De Atoche
St. Patrick
St. Paul
St. Peregrine
Perpetual Help
St. Peter
St. Raphael
St. Roch
Sacred Heart
Immaculate Heart of

Jesus the good shepherd
By Father Albert Shamon
Sunday's readings: (R3) John 10:11-18; (Rl)
Acts 4:8-12; (R2) 1 John 3:1-2.
Seven Sundays separate Easter and Pentecost. The first three Sundays of Easter focus
on the reality of the resurrection of Jesus. The
last four Sundays focus on His presence in the
Christian community. Jesus is risen! So what?
What difference does the risen Jesus make in
our lives? That's the question!
The last four Sundays describe the relationship that should exist between Christ and Mis
own, and between His own to one another. He
is to us as the shepherd is to his sheep (fourth
Sunday) and the vine to its branches (fifth Sunday). We are to love one another as He loves
us (sixth Sunday).
Therefore, the shepherd prays for His sheep
(seventh Sunday) and on Pentecost sends His
Spirit. We need His prayers and His Spirit.
The first readings are from the Acts of the
Apostles, because the Acts tell of the life, witness and growth of the early Church. How fitting this is, since the Acts are replayed in the
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults and in
this period of mystagogia. The second readings are from the first epistle of John, affirming the joyous faith and firm hope of the
neophytes.
In this Sunday's Gospel, Jesus calls Himself
"the good shepherd'' There were other
shepherds around — false ones who allowed
the flock to be destroyed and scattered (Jeremiah 23:1-2). Jesus is a good shepherd, not because He is kindly and gentle, but because "He
• lays down His life for His sheep:' And, "I lay
down my life freely!'
This is not hyperbole. David did battle with
both a lion and a bear in order to retrieve sheep
the wild animals had taken from his father's
fold. Similarly, Jesus, like a lamb, lets Himself be led to the slaughter to save the flock.
His death saves because He has the power to
pick up His life again. Good Friday ends in
Easter.
Thus Peter affirms that the crippled man is

A Word
for Sunday
saved by the name of Jesus (Rl). StJ John
writes that those saved are called children of
God in this life and are destined to be like God
in the unrevcaled future life (R2). And Jesus
declares that He is closer to them than a
shepherd is to his sheep (R3), for He gives His
life for them, motivated not by money but by
love.
Eliza Doolittle became exasperated when
Freddy Eynsford-HUl professed words of love
for her. So in My Fair Lady, she sings: "Words!
Words! Words! I'm so sick of words!... Don't
talk of love lasting through time. Make me no
undying vow. Show me now! Show me!" Jesus
did not just talk of His love for us, He showed
us!
Our baptismal vocation is to love as Jesus
did. We can experience the laying down of our
life in family life. Out of love, parents will put
off purchasjng items for themselves in order
to provide for their children. Because of love,
a husband puts aside his interests to dojsomething he knows will please his wife. In love, a
mother will care for a sick child throughout
the night. Love will prompt us to forget about
a scheduled event when a neighbor drops in
needing someone to listen and to care.
•Unselfish love does not come easily. Our
natural tendency is to make ourselves the center
of attraction. Parents must teach children to
be unselfish. To be changed into a loving person is a gradual process, but it can be done and
must.
|
The image of Jesus as the good shepherd
typifies the profound life-and-death struggle
of Jesus and His intimate relationship with His
disciples, calling for a like sacrifice in us.
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Lady of Sorrows
St. Theresa
Holy Trinity

60% OFF 14 KT. ITALIAN GOLD
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Hours: Mon.-Fri. 10-9, Sat. 10-6, Sun. 12-5

ADVERTISING
IS A NUMBERS
GAME ...
AND WE'VE GOT THE NUMBERS!
Over 100,000 Readers Every Week
No newspaper knows for sure exactly how many of its readers will notice every advertisement, and of those who do see
it... how many will act upon i t But it'a a pretty sure bet
that the more people your ad reaches, the greater the
chances your ad will be seen ... and the greater the likelihood for getting response; which is really what advertising's
all about.

So Why Not Play The Odds ...
TRY AN AD IN THE COURIER-JOURNAL
IT JUST MIGHT PAY OFF!

For Advertising Information,
CALL: (716) 3284340

'Your sins are forgiven'
By Cindy Bassett
"Peter, where are you going?" Andrew called
out drowsily to his brother. "It's so dark out;
it must be the middle of the night."
"It is, and I'm going fishing;' Peter said as
he turned to leave.
"Wait, Peter, I'll go with your Andrew said.
"I wasn't really sleeping either!'
By the time the brothers had prepared the
fishing boat, they had been joined by John,
Thomas and some of the other apostles. They
were one in their silence as the boat slowly
sailed out into the Sea of Galilee. Several hours
later, not a single fish had been caught, yet
Peter continued to cast out the lines in several
places.
"This is just like the first time J met Jesus;'
Peter reflected. "I had been fishing all night
long and was just bringing the empty boat to
shore as Andrew came running up. Do you
remember, Andrew?"
"How could I forget! You were in such a terrible mood because of your bad luck" Andrew
joked. "But tonight you are not angry, just
troubled about something!'
Peter hesitated as everyone waited for an explanation. "I just can't stop thinking about
that last night with Jesus in the garden" he admitted. "I promised Jesus that I would never
desert him, and I failed!'
"Those dark days are over now!' John interjected. "Jesus has risen, and we have much
work to do. We are supposed to forgive sins
in Jesus' name, but, Peter, if you can't even forgive yourself ..!'
Peter made no reply, but instead busied himself with the nets. The sun was just beginning
to cast its light over the sea. "Well, I guess
that's it!' he said, changing the subject: "I've
had enough of fishing if you have." •
The rest of the apostles started to pull in the
fishing lines as the boat approached the shore.
Suddenly, a stranger called to them from the
beach. "Have you caught anything?"
"Not a thing," they shouted back.
"Throw your net put again over, the right
side of the boat" the stranger suggested.
As soon as they had done so, the net was
nearly torn apart, by the size of the catch. Peter
leaped into the water as John exclaimed, "It's
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Bible Comer
Jesus!"
Peter reached the shore before the others. A
fire was kindling, and Jesus told Peter, "Come
and rest awhile with me. Bring some of the
fish, and we'll all have breakfast together!'
When the fish was ready, it was Jesus who
went around serving each'of them. Peter remained silent throughout the meal. Finally, Jesusn^sked him, "Peter, do you love me?"
,s
Ves, Lord, youlknow that I am your friend;'
Peter replied.
"Then feed my lambs;' Jesus said. And then
He asked again, "Do you really love me?"
"Lord, you know that I am your friend;*
Peter again replied, his face flushing with embarrassment.
"Then take care of my sheep;' Jesus told
him. Once again He asked, "Peter, are ypu my
friend?"
Thistime,Peter hung his head and answered
softly. "Lord, you know all that is in my heart,
so you must realize that 1 am your friend!'
"Yes, Peter, I know everything about you!'
Jesus replied. "Those who refuse to accept forgiveness retain their sins. Do you understand
what I am saying to you?"
. "Yes, Lord, ami this time I will be your'rock*,
the name you called me when we first met!'
Peter promised.
' "Then you must follow me!' Jesus said.
"I will follow you even unto death;' Peter
replied.
. . .
-.= Peter kept his promise to Jesus. For his belief, he was killed many years later on a cross
outside of Rome. But Peter, asked to be crucified upside-down because he didn't consider
.himself worthy to die as Jesus had done.
Scriptare reference: Lake 5:1-11; John
20:21-23, 21:l-lt.

