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" that covered a range of issues and to
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‘By Jerry Filteau
. Washington (NC) — As part of a
plea-to end “‘the sin of sexism’” in.thé
Church, the first published-draft of the
U.S. bishops’ pastoral letter on women'
calls for a changé in Church laws that
now exclude girls and women - from
‘certainroles. . ..

The 164-page document, released
says women should
participate fully ' in all liturgical

‘ministries and Church leadership:posi- .

tions that do not require pfiestly
ordination. -

‘It-also-asks that a full study of the
po&ibrllty of ordaining women as

-deacorts in- the' Catholic Church “be

undertalgen and brought to completion

4

results to the committee.
Brshop,lmesch in a brief statemer

. released with thie draft, urged that the

draft be read ““in its entirety”’ to avoid
forming ~“‘misleading. conclusrons”
about-what it says.

drfferent concems fronr women du

“to the traditions of our cliurch,” he:

He said thé committee heard ntany
8. -

said. .
The committee, which ‘began work

on the pastoral in 1984, wrote ‘in an .
rntroductory note to the draft that it

hoped to be able to présént a second

final draft to the bishops for debate: |

and vote at their fall meeting in 1989.
The draft document says church

norms excluding women' from servrng‘

at the altar and from being installed in

_ certain lay ministries “seem to stand in |

* contradiction to ouf call for women’s
more direct involvement’ m 1 the life of
the church.”?

It tepeats the 1976 Vatrcan declara-

.ciurch rev 1ves
and: that ,

2 “patromzmg, -¥
trtudes toward |

By bee Strong
If people reading the first draft of the
us. Cathohg ‘bishaps™ pasioral Tettef on
women'’s congerns focus, solely onits drs-

cussions of " women s ordination or girl .

altar servers, ‘they” wrll miss§ the docu-
ment’s broac scope, ageordrng to. Brsh-
op: Matth . Clark, one of the six
bishops w

“Our intent was to offer a document

.............

.............

e been.involved in writ-
~ ing the pastoral leiter: ‘

present those ‘issues. in the comext of

Christian values;’ Brshop Clarlr’noted ¥ |

Mystery of

= already the-re-
put} he remarked.

that the Church sdoes not con" d—

‘

_ ous pro-hfe aetivists, mclﬁdirgis‘ather Anthony
i February, 1987, The order stated that-anti-

= i 1mp03ed 10 penaities ¢ on the defendants, who

-~ vague and that they created-iio- drsruptron in

" By chhard A. Klley
A schedulmg conflrct on the part of a state
supreme . court ]ud e-has delayed bench -
romdrngs in The: Genesee Hosprtal’s attempt
to- gain a permanent rnjunctron barring anti-
abortion protestors fromxntenng the hospi-
tal'or its grounds
“The-civil trial concerns the activity of vari-

gavero aﬁd ‘Project. Life DrrectonDavri

8. Last September, the two men wére-found
'_freontempttof court for violating ares-
gorder. hospital:officials:had: obgained

abortxon protests.at the hospital.could continue
.-so long as demonstrators remamed on public
Pfopeft)’

- Last’ September, Judge Myron E. Tillman

“¢ould have been fined up to $250, in light of
. théir assertions that the restraining order was

" either case. Judge Tillman.was not ‘able to.
- hear further-testimony in connectron with-the
current civil suit because hie was sched led to
preside at another proceeding on nday,
- April 11. The judge had apparently: allotedonly" 1.
.two days in his schedule for-the bench trial,
which began on Thursday, April 7. %~

“It was simply a scheduling error; (Judge”
Tillman’s) schedule was already spoken foron . °
Monday)’ said Scott- Smith, the attorney ..
representing Father Mugavero Long is acting . -
as his own attorney. T ;
~ According to Srmth and Joyce R. Parker,




