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Continued from Page 1
such records exist, he said.

“Many illegal aliens were paid in cash by
contractors and there are no records)’ Pierre-
Philippe said. “They often only know the con-
tractor’s nicknames, not their real names.
When searching for documentation, we have
to call the labor departments in places like
South Carolina and hope someone there knows
who ‘Shorty’ is?”

According to Father Larry Tracy, pastoral as-
sistant for the Diocese of Rochester’s Spanish
Apostolate, another potential reason for the
lack of applicants may simply be that the
government overestimated the number of aliens
-living in this country who are ehgible for legali-
zation.

“This is speculation, but perhaps there were
never many people out there in the first place’
Father Tracy suggested. “Or, more-likely, there.
are more people who are illegal who dont
qualify”

Many of the aliens who fail to qualify en- _
tered the country after January 1, 1982. Pierre-
Philippe blamed thé government’s delay in
passing the law for creating this large number

 of ineligible aliens.

Accordmg to Pierre-Philippe, when the law
was first p‘roposed, January 1, 1982, was a
reasonable cut-off date. The date wasn’t
changed, even though the act was not signed
into law until 1986. “If they changed the date
to January 1, 1983, 200,000 more people would
be eligible]’ Pierre-Philippe asserted.

The law’s many provisions also cause con-
fusion, Pierre-Philippe observed. The legisla-
tion contains several sets of requireménts, each
ap’plying to a distinct group of illegal aliens.
Seasonatl agricultural workers, for example,
must be able to prove that they worked with
perishable crops at least 90-days between May
1, 1985 and May 1, 1986. Illegal aliens who ar-

nved in the United States prior to January 1,
1982 must be able to demonstrate a history
of employment in this country, must not have
received public assistance and must not have
been convicted of a felony or three mis-
démeanors in the United States. A third group,
Cubans and Haitians, also must be able to
demonstrate that they lived in this country pri-

or to January 1, 1982. However, the process -

of application is shorter and simpler for these
two groups“than for other aliens.
ven as themmlgrauon network-mounts a
last-mmute campaign to register- gguahfied
ahens, its members are already prepaiiig to as-
t the many aliens who will remiain un-
d xcumented-after the program ends.

#Following the legalization process, we will
turn to broader issues)’ Zuroski said. “We will
begm advocating for the rights of the im-
mlgrants”

These broader concerns will mclude work-
mg for just and humane legislation for un-
documented aliens, dealing with families in
which some ‘members qualify for amnesty

while others do not, and tackling discrimina- -

tion problems in the work place.
" The latter issue will be particularly impor-

tant in light of the provisions of the 1986 act.

Employers are now required by law to ask all
new employees to produce documentation
proving that they reside in this country legal-
ly. If a company is found to be employing ille-
gal aliens, it is subject to fines.

Several potential problems might arise be-
cause of this system of employer sanctions, nét-
work members said. Some employers may
hesitate to hire any immigrants to avoid pos-
sible problems. Some legal aliens as well as U.S.
citizens of certain ethnic backgrounds — Puer-
to Ricans, for example — might also be de-
nied employment because they cannot prove
that they are in the country legally.

Although the sanctions may lead to unin-
tentional discrimination, Barrus explained, the

N i SR A T = ATy X

methodhasltsmgmsmmntfol:an

Eastereggshelsdoeoratmg ThedyehgofEastueggsusuigﬂnwax-and-swqtch

INS must use them because other methods of

dealing with undocumented aliens have not
worked.

“Rounding up aliens won’t work;’ he said.

~ “It’s expensive, it’s not good publicity and the

‘bottom line is it isn’t effective. We round them

up, send them across the border and they just
“return?’

Enforcement of employer sanctions, Barrus
added, |will cut down on employment of un-
documented aliens and will “cut off the aitrac-
tion .olT coming to the United States?”

As the amnesty program nears its end — and
the final push for applicants is underway —

network members acknowledge that despite-
flaws, the legalization efforts have produced .

positive results;-Zuroski noted.

“‘Although thie numbers are léss than we
guessed at, the liumbers have been substantial
enough that I féel we have helpedhundreds of
people in our community,” Zuroski conclud-
ed. “When you see the kinds of people we have
helped, the need for this program has, been
demonstrated” :

“And when the sabbath was past, Mary
Magdalene, and Mary the mother of
James, and Salome, bought spices, so .
that they might go and anoint him. And
very early on the first day of the week
they went to the tomb when the sun had
risen. And they were saying to one
another, ‘Who will roll away the stone
for us from the door of the tomb?’ And

- looking up, they saw that the stone was
rolled back; for it was very large. And
entering the tomb, they saw a young
man sitting on the right side, dressed in
a white robe; and they were amazed.
And he said to them, ‘Do notbe amazed;
you seek Jesus of Nazareth, who was e
crucified. He hasrisen, heisnothere’...”
Mark 16:1-6
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