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“We Just don’t have the dollars, andthe bgdget

James the Apostle Pansh in Waverly predlct:
ed that funds“being used to kéep the parish

school in, operatron would. run out in June, '

1988.

The committee’s predrchon proved remark-
ably accurate, .

Faced with’ thechorce of closmg the parish’s
34-yéar-old school or going into debt, the St.
J ies Parish Council-voted to recommend

198 788 school year.
Last. week, Bishop Matthew H. Clark con-

firmed: the couricil’s decision, saying in a let-

ter to-the’ pastor, Fatlier Edward J. Foy, that
“itis apparent that the level of giving required
to contmue the Catholrc school at St. James
is beyond the ability and walhngness of your-
self and those who assist you? .
According to Father Foy, the school’s en-
rollment had been stable for several years, but

increasing expenses had far excee_ded what
‘could be raised through reasonable’

creases and had eaten into-the parish’s savings.

- operations had been subsidized by :

$30,000:4 ually from the parish’s savings

rig-St. James School at-the end of the .

ition in- -

,,,,,

1988

March 17.

~ Since last Oetober, diocesan officrals and
- parish leaders had been meeting to examine op--
‘tions for the parish, Brother Walsh noted." -
* Among the officials involved-in the discussions
were Father Peter T.. Bayer, diocésan chancel- -

lor; John T. Trickey,. director of the diocese’s

Department of Financial Services; and Sister. -

Anne Guerin, SSJ, assistant superintendent for

planning and development for. the Deépartment
- .of General Education. , -
,-As a result of: thew;srtsmdrongomg com-*;

mumcatrons ‘with:parish officials, “if became

more and-more clear-that:the focal: level:(of .

support) was not able toesumm the school"
Brother Walsh said. Thepansh doen:othave

theﬁnancral ability to continise supporting the

scliool, nor does it have the resources t0-main--
Lam thc tremendous amount of effort added

-r'neome, and had -exam-
,as;chan_ ging-the school’

Lynch said. “They can see we don’t have the
remarked. “Hmm much
; that parishioners
and parents are anxious. about the school’
closing. “There’s all kinds of eonfuann
tension about.no longer» the:school? he
observed. To li€lp co
of the school, the parish’s reli gious-education
program will be &xamined and nnproved Fa-
ther Foy noted. -
Brother Walsh said thiat with the closrng of
St. James’ school, no.other. sc‘hool closrngs are
currently being - 6on51dered by the di
“Right now there are no irons.in the re? he
remarked. The situation. cor’hd change after
schools look at their. enrollment figures, the s-
perintendent acknowledged, ltfut he sald e be-

grade to pre—kmdergarten ‘through. third-grade.

‘None of the opnons proved vrable, however,

makes me angry that*we‘
New York state!’
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their children: to-attenda Catholié school next f‘m‘“‘d the Diocese.. ::age 2
year must either send.themto Elmira-— 20-- )__C Sifi ed.s """""""" P, :g: ‘ll |
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