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DPC _foc- 1Ses
on gan bling,
fall crusade

S By Lee _Strong

Bingo ani:l 1 Billy Graham dominated deliber-
ations at the Diocesan Pastoral Council meet-

.ing held at St. Anpe’s Church, Palmyra, on
Saturday, March §.

The most animated discussion of the day
centered on the draft version of a questionnaire
about gambling — especially bingo — and al-
cohol at parish functions. The questionnaire
was prepared by a DPC committee formed last
May after Howard Enkling, a representative
from theThompkms/Tnogaregxon, raised the
-issues of-bingo-and alcohol during the Bishop’s
Forum portion. of the DPC’s. April meeting.

~ At that time, - Enklmg qusuoned whether
panshs contnbute to.the +human cost of al-
coholism. andcompu]slve gambliﬁg‘ by serving
alcolioli and- by ‘o

members before Saturday s meeting. Only 15
minutés, had been set aside for discussion of
the dlaft., The aetual discussion, however lasted
'far longer than 15 minutes, and extended be-
yond the draft itself and into the-philosophi-
cal- issues underlymg -Enkling’s onglnal
q_uesuon. .

Karl Dennmger, -a npmemanve«from the

Northwest region, even qumoned\whnher

bingo and alcohol were appropriate issues for
the DPC to deal with legislatively. “If this is
a moral question, then majority rule is not the
way to settle a moral question]’ he said.
Other :council members said ‘that alcohol
and gamblmg should considered separately A

‘ number of members also asked ‘whether the

complex Guestions related to bingo, raffles and
aleohol at pansh funcuons coild be adequately
enoompm in a questionnaire.

Tim ‘Mancini, repmenung the Northeast
reglon, smd that “bmgo is dslgned in most

income depeuds upon bmgo agd raffls. Thcy
also_urged that questions aslnng for imoral
judgments — such as “Should:it.-be necessary
for a parish to have bingo.or:should expenses

i becovetedbyaprogmmofresponsxblesacnf‘p

cial giving by the panshlonets"” — be elimi-
nated or reworded.
. DPC’ Chamnan Ron Jodom po;n;ed out

* . u; Therésultiof thiat studywasthe dl:aft ques-.
ti nniaire, which had been mailed to DPC
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something under the.rug because it makes us’

feel good or brings money into a parish)’ he

said. ‘Whathndofcxampleatewcsetungfor

our community or our children?”
He.acknowledgedl thamnany parishes rely

YR r‘r

Bnd;ets Pirish in Rochester.

-“Why ‘should we evert be involved with this?”
Father Werth-asked as he began his talk. “Be-
causc&llmeham:saboutasgenencaChns-
tian -evangelist as you will find”

The Catholic Diocese of Rochiester should
participate in the crusade, Father Werth assert-

ed, because “the experience of the Graham .

Crusade is that approximately the same num-
ber of Catholics as you will find in-a commu-
nity will attend the crusade’ Thedloctse. he
added should “capitalize on that involvement”

Father Werth pointed out thit Graham, un-
like many other. cvangelists, dogs not try to
recruit followers for.any partlcuhr denomina-
tion. Instend, he encouxags péople — espc-

cially the “inquirers” who st¢p forward in

mponsetohlscalleechmghtgfthecmsade
—toaccethesus,goback:;othenrown
chmchesandwuhes,andgetmvolvedlfthe

Catholic diocesc is w take ad‘\ﬂnlasc of: tlus.;
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