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By Lee Strong 
Since the "early 1980s, -when Rochester's 

homeless population first gained the attention 
of local media, shelter providers have described 
the situation as a crisis. They-now have the 
statistics to prove their contention. 

Approximately 4,500 people were sheltered 
at least once in a homeless facility in Monroe 
County during the 12-month period between 
late 1986 and late 1987. 

Of that number about 8S0 children and 450 
families sought shelter. 

On typical night, between 300 and 325 peo­
ple in Monroe County are homeless. 

These figures are among the findings con­
tained in Rochester's Homeless Population: 
Numbers; Characteristics, Needs, Service 
Gaps, the long:awaited study from the Men­
tal Health Association's Task Force on the 
Homeless. Thei09-page report — prepared for 
the task force by the Center for Governmen­
tal Research Inc. — was officially released 
Monday, Feb, 29. 

The purpose of the report is to provide fac­
tual information to assist the task force in de­
veloping recommendations to address the 
current and future needs of the homeless in 
Monroe County! The report stipulates that the 
task force will develop and release these recom­
mendations to the public within three months. 

The task force's study is based in part on 
findings compiled from a survey in which 135 
of Monroe County's homeless population were 
interviewed during the first quarter of 1987. 
These findings were integrated with more 
detailed data compiled from a variety of agen­
cies and programs that provide shelter and 
other services to the county's homeless popu­
lation. 

The report describes, the current system of 
providing services to the homeless; estimates 
the size of the county's homeless population, 
indicating seasonal fluctuations and yearly 
changes; describes in detail the needs and the 
characteristics of the homeless population; 
points out gaps in the services currently offered 
to the homeless; and offers projections qn the 
homeless population over the next few years. 

According to task force member William H. 
Privett, director of Catholic Charities at the 
Genesee Valley Office of Social Ministry, the 
report produced some unexpected findings. 

Privett cited the total number of people us­
ing the shelter facilities — 4400 — as one of 
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With temperatures hovering around 20 degrees in Washington, D.C., mourners place their hands on the casket of Henry Dixon during 
an outdoor funeral for the homeless man and an unidentified homeless woman. Dixon was found dead of exposure in a parking lot 
booth in early January, and the woman was found five days later. A recent report shows that on a typical night, between 300 and 325 
people in Monroe County are homeless. 

these surprises. -"It's been a general sense in 
the community that homelessness isn't a 
problem in Rochester!' he observed. Yet the 
data contradict that sense. "It's shocking to 
realize that six-tenths of one percent of the 
population of the county has been without a 
home at some point!' Privett said. 

Another myth exploded by the data is the 
notion that homeless people do not make use of 
the Monroe County Department of Social 
Services'̂ financial assistance system. The study 
shows that 60 percent of the people staying in 
the parish shelters had had formal contact with 

the system, Privett pointed out. More than 50 
percent of the sheltered individuals not only 
applied for assistance, but actually received as­
sistance at some point. 

"More of the homeless in our emergency 
shelters-are willing to work with the DSS than 
we had thought!' he observed. "Any precon­
ceived ideas about the (homeless people's) dis­
position not to work with the system are 
refuted by the data (in the report)." 

These findings, Privett noted, "suggests that 
we (shelter providers) should work closer with 
the DSS than we have." 

Pat Woods, program director of the Mental 
Health Association, also found the data sur­
prising. "I had thought the .total homeless 
population was four ,to five hundred for the 
county, not 4,500" she said.; • 

She was even more, surprised to learn the 
numbers of homeless families. The findings 
dispel the myth that the-homeless person is the 
single man who chose to leave his family, 
Woods noted. 

Among the other findings of the report:' 
• An average of 300 to 325 peoDje in;the 
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Celebrate Your Heritage 
Dis0lay The sr 

FLAG OF IRELAND 
ON ST. PATRICK'S DAY - MARCH 17th 

3' x 5* Nylon, Indoor/Outdoor Flags • $18.20 

Call to order your flag today and we'll mall it 
to you or someone else by St.. Patrick's Day 

Mention This Advertisement And Receive FREE Delivery 
We also carry Religious, State, US. and Flags of other countries 

(716) 454-5145 
UNIFORM COMPANY INC. 

38ST.PAULSTBEET ROCHESTER, NEW YORK 1«KM 

DISTINCTIVE & UNUSUAL GIFTS 
FOR ST. PATRICK'S DAY 

Sweat Shirts 
T-Shirts 

Bow ties/Shamrock Ties 
Wind Socks 
Shamrock Socks/Shoelaces 
Head. Band Boppers 
Irish Flags 
Shillelaghs/Walking Sticks 
Garters 

• And More! 

• Shamrock Panty Hose 
• Music Boxes 
• Rosaries .-. 
•Jams and Shortbread 
• lrlsh^Teas 
• Suspenders 
• Derbysl& Caps 
• Sweaters/Vests 
• Plaques 
• Glassware 

21 So. Main St 
PrHsford 
24S4346 
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Sullivan Shoes Co. 
Easter Shoe Sale 

Ph. 442-8730 
14 Edmonds Street 

^ (Behind Mangurians • 531 Monroe Ave.) 

HEADQUARTERS .... I 
FOR FINE CHILDREN'S FOOTWEAR 

Over 50 Years As Manufacturers 
Of Children's Shoes 

Our Fitters Are Experts In Fitting 
Baby & Children's Shoes 

Let us check for growing room - No Obligation 

10 - 20% OFF LIST PRICE 
Come Over - Save With Us!! 
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Infants • Flexible Walkers • Growing Boys & Girls Footwear 
FIRST HOLY COMMUNION 
Party and Daily Wear Styles 

FINE QUALITY FOOTWEAR 

SIZES: 
0 to 6 - 6V2 to 9 - 9Vi to 12 

I2V2 to 4 - some to size 6 
Narrow to Extra Wide for Chubbies 

Open Daily, 10am - 5pm * Thursday 'til 8pm 
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