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Thursday, febasan. 25,1988

Protestors prowde reminder:
nuclear war will end in ashes

By ﬁee Strong
Under a cold, grey sky on Ash Wednesday,
18 shivering people huddled together before the

. Federal Building on State Street in Rochester.

Several of them clutched signs protesting nu-
clear weapons and the arms race.

Passers-by arid workers leaving the building

for the day looked at them curiously, glanced
at the signs, then hurried on. Most of them
seemed to have seen protestors there before. On
the other hand, several of the protestors —
some of whom had never protested before —
nervously returned the looks of the passers-by.
The protestors, 16 Nazareth College students
and two of the school’s professors, had
gathered at the Federal Building for an unusual
Ash Wednesday service that combined the dis-
tribution of ashes with a protest of the nucle-
ar arms race.
" “The theme for the service is repentance for
the arms race}’ explained Harry Murray, assis-

- tant professor of sociology at the college and

one of the protest’s organizers. “Lent is a time,
for repentance, and the greatest sin we have to
repent for is the arms race”

The service was part of Nuclear Awareness
Week at Nazareth College. Sponsored by the
Social Justice Committee of Campus Minis-
try, the week consisted of lectures, a slide show
about the Nevada Test Site protests, and such
movies as' War Games, Dr. Strangelove and
Gods of Metal.

According to Joe Polsinelli, the comrmttee’s

student coordinator, the week was intended “to -
" let people know there is a problem with nu-

clear war? The week was designed around the.
Campus Ministry theme for the year, “Aware-
ness, Education and Action” The protest
served as the action pomon of the triad, he
explained..

The service included songs, prayers, reflec-

tions and readings from the Bible; Dorothy .
" Day’s reflection on the bombing of Hiroshi-

ma and Nagasaki; and the section on penance

“from the U:S. Catholic bishops’ 1983 pastoral

letter The Challenge of Peace. The service cul-

- minated with the distribution of ashes.

The committee chose Ash Wednesday for
the protest because of the theme of repentance
symbolized by the ashes, Muirray said. “Today,
especially, ashes are a sign of repentance — not

. only for our own sins, but for all nations™

Prime among these sins is the possession of
nuclear weapons, which Murray said “violate
Jesus’ command to love and the Church’s
teachings about just war? He called nuclear
weapons a modern Tower of Babel, a human
attempt to achieve the power of God. In addi-
tion, he said; nuclear weapons are sinful be-
cause they encourage the use of violence to
resolve problems, divert money that could
otherwise be given to the poor, have caused the
deaths of -thousands at Hiroshima and
Nagasaki and —as a result of testing — “are
adnectrepudlauonofGodseomnmndtotrust
in the power of God, not our weapons, for our
defense” ,

Sister Marion Hoctor, SSJ, a member of the
college’s English department, participated in
the protest because she believes the nuclear is-
sue “is important and needs to be kept.in peo-
ple’s- minds” She called nuclear war “the
ultimate blasphemy;” adding that “It’s so easy
to think of nuclear war as a game and to for-
get we're-dealing with human beings”’

Sister Hoctor noted that the ashes used in
the service had a double significance, “Liter-
ally when you look at Hiroshima and
Nagasalu ashes are what was left of the peo-

" Joseph D.

ple}’ she pointed out. Secondly, “on Ash Wed-
nesday, Christians look at the notion that we
arc dust, and when we die we will return to

- dust. There’s a way that it’s a part of the natu-

ral order, but there’s a way — as in nuclear war
— that it’s criminal’”

Several of the student participants ac-
knowledged that they were inspired to protest
because of the Nuclear Awareness Week: John
Sulhvan, a senior, said that not only was this
the first protest in which he'd participated, but
that he'd never thought about doing it before.

“I was motivated to come by the movies and o

(talks) at Nazareth]’ he said.

The Ash Wednesday protest was aiso the
first for senior Bill Mulherin. “I’ve been aware
of the no-nukes movement for a while, but I've’
never done anything before)’ he-said. He decid-
ed to protest because he feels the issue is an
important one. “I wouldn’t just stand in the
cold for nothing;’ he added.

On the other hand, Steve Corryn, had par-
ticipated in other protests. Yet he agreed that
the Nuclear. Awareness Week had helped to
raise consciousness about the issue at
Nazareth.

“The lectures and films made people aware
of the dangers of nuclear arms;’ Corryn said.
“I’ve seen people gettlng involved I didn’t think

- would be awar
Corryn’s own reason for protesting was sim-

ple. “I don’t want to have people reduced to
ashes;” he said. "

Murray said he was surprised at the num-
ber of people who had turned out for the pro-
test. He had expected only two or three, and
was pleased by the number of people who had
never been involved before. Even if only a few
people had participated, however, Murray

. would have gone ahead with the protest. “The

numbers don’t matter, it’s the spirit that

counts;’ he explained. “The spirit (at the serv-

ice and at Nazareth) is strong”’ A
Murray credited the Nuclear Awareness

Week — and the Social Justice Committee’s *

efforts throughout the year — fot helping to

increase student interest in action on a variety - -
of social i 1ssues During the fall semester, for )
example, the commiftee focused on the home- °

less situation in Rochegter, and one of the ac-
tivities offered was serving a meal at one of
the local soup-kitchens. “I still have a back-
log of people who are waiting for me to take
them to serve)’® he said.

As for the nuclear issue, Muray noted that
many students have expressed interest in par-

ticipating in the Nevada Test Site protests.

“There are a goodly number of students at
Nazareth who are interested in getting involved
and'who are looking for ways to show (nucle-
ar weapons) are not acceptable}’ he concluded.

| Diocesan
Appointments

. Bishop Matthew H. Clark has an-
hounced the following appointments:

Father John B. Barrett, CPM, retuming
from temporary parochial vicar of St.
Joseph’s Church, Penfield, to the Fathers
of Mercy, Cold Spnng, NY., effective
February 12. -

Father Casimir Muszynski from tem-
porary assistance at St. Francis DeSales
Church, Geneva, to temporary parochial vi-
car at St. Charles Borromeo, Greece, effec-

‘tive Februa'ry 16. N

| Mantlone

Accou ntant
“Providing professional personal Tax service Yea% Round”

I
|
|
|
1
t
g .

Explration Data— 3-31-88

forms only: Fed.
Form-1040 Sch-A, B,

-
|
“Inciudes the following |
|

and NYS FormiT 201 - |

--J

-
|

e

Monday, Fnday, and Satuday 9-6; ‘l‘ue“_ ay and Tmsday 99. :

3]

‘Bonnie Trafelet/Courier-Journal

Nazmth College student Stove COnyn (Ieft) receives ashes from Professor Hamy

Munay at an Ash Wednesday observanee -and protest in front of the Féderal Building..

49 S1. Bridgets Dr.
Rochester, NY 14605
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SCHOOLS — CHURCHES
BUSINESSES

Complete Office &
School Furnishings

Folding Tables & Chairs for Bingo

Official Furniture Supplier
1o the Rochester Diocese

(716) 454-4220

LAST CALL FOR
ATLANTIC CITY
March 11-13

Limited Space :
Call immediately for -

Details and Reservations $189 pp. dbl.
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Commemorate an event or
honor a special person
through our memorial gift

program,
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~ 89 Genesee Streei
Rochester, New York 14644
(716) 464-3238

Ca%ge coum on you?

WASHINGTON, DC.
April 28-May 1
Escorted from Rochester
Includes Catered Coach, 3
Night Hotel accomoda-
tions, Sheraton National, kel
Washington, DC., Break- . &L -
fast and Dinner Daily, Din- P
ner show and all tours. $336 pp. dbl.
FILLING UP FAST - DON'T DELAY
MAKE YOUR RESERVATIONS TODAY

BAYARIEN FUN FEST)

DONT MISS OUT
ON THIS ONE!
July 3031

Includes: Transportation, 2
Days, 1 Night Hotel with

. Breakfast, Admission to
Bavarian Festival, Dinner at
Festival, Lunch and Tour of
Tara Mansion, All Taxes.

$119 pp. dbl
CALL TODAY FOR A FLIER

°

GreatSeIectmns

e Juke Boxes ® Pmballs .
¢ Video Games-* Bowlers ¢
¢ Amusements and Supplies ¢

e Your favorite Commercial/Arcade
Equipment for as little as $175.00.

RECONDITIONED
AND CUSTOMIZED
FOR HOME USE

683 Winton Road North
(Comer of Main Street East)
Rochester, NY

(716) 482-9800
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v ) BUS LINES, INC.
"IRELAND ’88
4 Days from $625
7 Days from $785

Summer Rates Now Available -
C.all Today For A Brochure

. ARISTOCRAT
TRAVEL /A’crat, INC..

1200 SCOTTIVILLE AD., AOCHESTER, NY 14836

(716) 235-5770
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