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' THE TREASURY OF CATHOLIC WISDOM cis of Assisi,” St. Thomas Aqumas, Dante  points at which eachi .author addresses this
‘By John A. Hardon, SJ Alighieri, Thomas a Kempis and St. Ignatius  topic. The Treasury needs 4 more generous and
Doubleday, New York, 1987 : - of Loyola, along with the more obscure writ-  instructive introduction, however, especially
768 pp., hardcover, $27.50 etween ings of such familiar writers as St. Johnof the  with respect to the material’s relation to the
- . By Dominic A. Aquila Cross, John Cardinal Newman, Gerard Manley  official teaching of the Church. Father Hardon
— :
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Since the earliest days of Christianity,
thoughtful and inspired writing has profoundly
affected its readers, Perhaps there is no greater
example of the mysucal relation of reader and
text than the one offered by the account of St.
Augustme’s conversion.

St. Augustine wrote that one day, after
weeks of confusion and painful hungering for
God, heheard a cmld’s voice chanting: “Take
and read; take and read” He interpreted the
voice “quite certainly” as a divine command
to open his Bible and read the first passage
upon which his eyes fell. He read a few lines
of the 13th chapter of St. Paul’s letter to the
Romans, closed the book and proclalmed that
“a light of utter confidence” had shone’in all
his heart and that with this light “all the dark-
ness of uncertainty vanished away” Without
this strong conviction of mind granted to St.
Augustine through Scripture, it is doubtful that
he would have prevailed against the heretical
beliefs gaining ground during the fifth century.

St. Augustine knew that the first step in
defending the faith was a clear exposition of
that faith. Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger and
others call for a similar strategy in our modern
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world where, in Cardinal Ratzinger’s words,
“many believers are gripped by skepticism?
Such clear exposition is amply provided by
Faith John A. Hardon’s Treasury of Catholic
Wisdom, a much-needed contribution toward
rebuilding a vigorous Catholic position from
which-to make a stand against the spiritual,
moral and aesthetic vmlence of our secular
culture.

Taking this type of stand is not work for the

* fainthéarted; it demands a courage of will,

which Father Hardon says “is born only from
deep conviction of mind, when a Catholic
knows that the Church founded by Christ and
build upon Peter is true)” Father Hardon says
that the writings of the “intellectual giants of
Catholic history” gathered in this volume pro-
vide the enlightenment that must precede our
“conviction of mind?”

The Treasury includes some well-known

works of St. Augustine, St. Benedict, St. Fran- -

Hopkins, G.K. Chesterton and Fulton J.

Sheen. The historical sweep of the Treasuryis -

breathtaking; to read the selections chronelog-
ically in two or three sittings is to understand
first-hand the mystery of, the Church’s stability
and change through time.

‘What’s more, the reader is struck by the art- -

istry and craft of each writer, a feature recog-
nized by secular readers — who may encounter

these works in literature and history classes — -

but not wholly appreciated because the refi-
gious dimension of the writing is usually ig-
nored in secular settings. For example, Father
Hardon includes excerpts from The Confes-
sions_of St. Augustine that contain'the previ-
“ously discussed account of his conversion.
Professors often have their students read the
confessions, - through the lens of psychoanalysis,
treating the work as a well-written example of
confessional literature, a genre through which

the author publicly purges, himself of his long-

suppressed guilt. Clearly mucKis lost with such
a narrow reading.

Father Hardon provides the reader with a _
- — and about who merits the unique papal

very useful index. One can look up a subject
— say the Eucharist — and then locate the

notes that he has deliberately excluded papal
writings from his collection because, in his
words, “the Bishops of Rome are in a category
of their own, with supreme teaching authonty
in the Church of God”

But it -can be misleading to draw such a
sharp distinction between the writings of the
Church’s great intellectuals and her official
teachings. The Church teaching on the exis-
tence of evil, for instance, draws almost exclu-
sively en St. Augustine’s wrifings; her teaching
on politics and the state rests on the work ft
St. Thomas Aquinas. ‘

Fmally, when the reader sees that the last en-
try in the collectiori dates. from 1946, he

" wonders why Father Hardon stopped at that

point. The silence of the next 42 years can be
haunting and worrisome. Certainly Dorothy
Day, Thomas Merton, Henri de Lubac,
Romano Guardini, Thomas Molnar and James
Hitchcock are worthy candidates to fill this
void. At the very least, however, silence should
provoke a discussion about a proper succes-
sor to Bishop Sheen, Chesterton and the rest

designation of “Defender of Catholic Faith”

To place a classified ad, call 328-4340 between 8:30
a.m.-4:30 p.m. Monday through Friday. Classified ads
cost 50 cents a word with a $7.50 minimum. If you
mail your ad to us, you may enclose payment or in-
clude a billing address.

STOCK SUPERVISOR, Drivers,
Garden/Pation - Shop Manager and

24 hrs.

HILL COURT APARTMENTS S0UTH |

One and two bedroom including

Plymouth Grand Furys, 1985's

KOJAN WALLPAPERING

arriving in August. Become a host

Floor Manager. Phone .in Liberty heat. ot water and sable & 84's. Former NY State Police & INTERIOR PAINTING
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WN

"MASTERCARD

1 19-565-1522. oxt. 02707NY 24 hrs.

COIIQGIOIS Part-t me

terviews with  delinquent
borrowers in your area. Send re-

Experienced, Free Estimates, We also

HOUSEHOLD & ESTATE SALES ' {:

No.ons refussd; regardiess of . individuals to.conduct R Ideal for -offices
credit. hrstory Also erssebad . .| - - g buy accumulations. Nancy Flaheny . V »
credit. Do Hf-yourasit, Call. tial inspections and Persornial in ™ .9)_5.32‘."4"‘” professionals, or cos-

rent. 560 sq. ft. plus

family for -American intercultural

student exchange. C|Il 1-800-

basement included.

SIBLING. (NVSCAN)

motology, etc. Ample
parking. 3861 Lyell
Road at Elmgrove.

'VERY REASONABLE. Free estimates.
Hours 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. daily {in
your home it desited). Anthony
Cimino, 458-8542.

BATHROOM, WALLS, kitchen, panell-
ing, bath washes top to bottom.
.. Tidy Yom: 1-716-225-5885.

1 trat Pllk, Rochester, NY 14“)5

eﬂa:"s:‘ouo BRITIGH PRO. = | 716-436-3200
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e N phdd . TRAIN TO RE & DIESE] MECHAMIC 7 $59. Water damage, drywall, plaster
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payable to, “The irish Eye"Mary o oBLin nEFmeEgATEo xrass's, $149,900. Builder 914-496- sese. ‘ Allstate lnburallce Company

Moriarity) to: The Spirit of Freedom,
P.O. Box 8572, New York, NY 10128,
(stcm)

Call the Covenant House
"9-LINE,
a hotline for troubled youth
: and families,
open 24-hours a day,
seven days a week,
from aywhere inthe US. -

© 1-800-999-9999

The street is no solution.
Old problems get worse,
and new ones are created

“COOK - RESTAURANT HANAGH

Rogers House anily Restaurant,
Corpus Christi's Job Training-Center -
for ex-offenders is fooking for both a
cook and a manager. Jf intomted,
call: 2322740 or send resume to:
Rogers House Restaurant, 271 Cen-

INC. 1-800-331-3985. (NYSCAN) -

OWNER OPERATORS -
Openingst Eam 4.85 per loaded
mile, Weskly Settlements, Bonuses.
Minimum age 23, (1) year OTR,
3'Axle Tractor. KROBLIN RE-
FRIGERATED XPRESS, INC.
1-800-331.3995. (NVSCAN)

immediate

1000 SUNBED TONING TABLES.
Sunal-WOLFF Tanning Beds, Siem
derQuest Passive Exercisers. Call
for FREE Color Catalogue. Save to

_50%. 1-800-228-6292. (NYSCAN)

‘ DOYOUHAVEAPE‘I’tlnlM.
hm?mcwﬁﬂMmIMllmm
your ad for $2.00. Be-humane - give _

somdone a chance to care for your
fuzzy friend! Call the C-J. at
320-4840 to place your ad.

(NYSCAN)

GOVERNMENT SEIZED HOMES tmm
$1.00, you repair. Also properties for
back taxes. For complete details
and forecliosure list call:
(615)022-2770, ext, 226. (NYSCAN)

1 bench’ available. No pets.

UNION NEAR MAIN
Ctean house for poor family of
3 or 4. Quiet, reliable, rent
reduction for handyman Work-

$340/mo. Corpus Christi area.
271-2110.

.| Christi area. 271 2110.

UNIONIKENNELWORTH
1 Bdrm. for quiet.elder, reliable,
clean, private, bus,” $260 in-
cludes everything. Corpus

Buy/Sell—General
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i HALF PHIGE!! Save 50%!! Best, large |
flashing dmow: sign $299! lJumd
Unlighted- $249

non-arow $2801-
Free_lefters! See focally. Call lodey!

Factory direct:’ 1('00)423 -0163,

anytime. (NYSCAN)

OVERHEAD GARAGE DOORS.-‘Real’ |
‘miftwork:  Distinct

Colonlal De-

" MIDTOWN MANOR
APARTMENTS
" FOR AGE 52.AND OLDER

. Convenicnt Dowitown loca-
tion walk to shopping. On a

direet bustine.
- ¢ Studio-$254
* One Bedroom $299
~ Al Utilities Included
. Monthly Mass Scrvices
Scetion 8 accepted
475 East Broad $t.
:546-3650

al, fibreglass, “insulated. Free o
“Titératire: 1-800°631-5856- INYSCAN) " = ~ Qo

............

INCREDIBLE INFORMATION
Jesps Cars*dxd’s seized in drug
. raids for under $100.00? Cali for
facts today! (000)247-3166 eoxt. 885.

(NYSCAN) 248-9653.

WINTER SUPER SAVER

15 Words in the COURIER CLASSIFIEDS FOR $5.00Week.
The ad must run for two weeks.in a row.

Offer Expires February 29, 1988

PAINTING, INTERIOR, exterior, 25 yrs.-
experience, neat, professional work.
Retired tire lighter, Tom Mulhern

693 Titus Avenace
Ihwhcag,crhw York 146)7
2. ’ (716) 266-3540

Call us o see why your nu.‘.ll

bors are s\\mhmg. 10 \llstmi

-,

*

2 for $10
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Fill in the AboveKBoxes with your ad °
Enclose with check or money order & mail to

GCourier-Journal
. .Classified Advertising Dept.
- 1150 Buffalo Rd., Rochester, N.Y. 14624
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