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John Roselli has been offering en-
couragement to his wrestlers since he
came to McQuaid in 1964.

‘Wrestling coach turns raw talent into champions ... ...

McQuald grapplers
win despite having
little experience

By Richard A. Kiley
Many of those who have wrestled at
" McQuaid Jesuit High School since John Rosel-

li became head coach 23 years ago had never :

wrestled a single match before stepping,
through the private school’s doors.

That’s OK, their coach hadn’t either. In fact,
Roselli, who has guided the Knight grapplers
since 1964, has never wrestled at all, neither
while he attended McQuaid Jesuit High School
nor at St. John Fisher College.

Yet his Knights have consistently had one of
the best programs year after year.

“Our kids are really, really dedicated]’ said
Roselli, who did play football at McQuaid
(Class of ’60) and basketball at Fisher (’64).
“They come into a winning program and work
hard to keep it that way. It’s a credit to them
that, in two or three years, they can compete

compemion through the years.

with public high schools that have junior-high .
programs.’

Having little or no experience on the mats
hasn’t stopped the Knights from pinning an
opponent or two along the way. Since 1975,
when Catholic schools became eligible to com-
pete'in the sectionals, the Knights as a team
have finished runner-up three times.

Last year’s grapplers, who were 14-0 in dual
meets and ended the season ranked No. 13 in
the state, were a breed apart. Not one to sched-
ule easy matches, Roselli’s Knights saw seven
of the section’s top 10 teams last year. Rob Wil-
son was a state qualifier in the 119-pound class
after finishing runner-up in the sectionals, and
Shawn Costello was the Section 5 champion

- at 138.

John Lama and Dan Gutkowski are also
gone from last year’s team. Lama placed third
in the sectionals at 167 pounds, and Gutkowski
was a 20-match winner at 177 and heavyweight.

And although inexperience has haunted .
McQuaid (7-4) in several losses this season,
Roselli again has -some of the best in the
section.

Ed Porto (126 pounds), Chris Passero (119
pounds), Jeff Knauss (132 pounds) and Paul’
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Jeff Knauss. who wrestles at 132 pounds shows Rush-l-lonnetta s Don Riorden: why the Knidm ha

s

Roselli (145-155 pounds) are all among the top
wrestlers in their weight divisions.

Porto is a cinch to win 20 matches and Pas-
sero (20-2) was a sectional champ last year. Un-
defeated in dual matches this season, Passero

‘beat Canandaigua’s Kerry Foster, 4-2, on

Saturday, Jan. 30, marking the first time Fos-
ter (22-1) tasted defeat this season. The host

' Braves. defeated the Knights, 37-21.

Knauss is 18-4 for the season, and Roselli’s
son, Paul, has compiled an impressive 21-2-1
record despite wrestling in two different weight.

divisions.

The season has not been free of adversnty,
either. Shannon Costello went down to an in-

6 béen able

jury during the Hilton Tournament on Janu-
ary 14. He may’ be able to return for the
sectionals, giving the nghts a shot at anoth-
er individual title.. -+ . %

‘Winning the Sectlon 5 team champxonslnp A
may be out of reach for the Knights, who must-

get by the likes of Spencerport and Brighton.
The two teams are ranked sixth and seventh
_ in the state, respecnvely

-“We've lost a couple of close matches and
we've had some. injuries, but I've been very

pleased with these kids?® Roselli said. “And'if
. Shannon comes back, we could have two or-

three sectlonal champlons”

YMCA registration on tap for upcommg program offenngs

The Monme Family YMCA, 797 Monroe
Ave., Rochester registration for its upcoming

proglams,whlchrunfroml?ebmarywto .

April 16.

A wide range of youth spons incliding
karate, basketball, baseball, t-ball and wres-
tling — will be offered. Assorted fitness pro-

grams are also conducted Swnmmmg instruc-/
tion/orientation is available to those as young.
‘as six months. Registration begins February.15 -
for YMCA members and February 11 fon the .

general public.

For mfpnnanoo anda complgte hst of pro- .

gram offm call 716y 271-5320
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s:.uhm)a.s;uuga samss Holy Name 54
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Lewis Street 65, St. Margaret Mary 41 Chulesl-louu”StAnne/S(Bom(mss
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s-.-owun .

St. Sdacph (Pew), Blesed Sactaineist 11 (*)  CYP (Mendon), St. Louis (*)

_ Junior High Girls' lzague

" Sewthwest Division

Goodw 75 S John (Fpt.)-65

West Division
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