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Schools outreach program helps 
Hispanic students make the grade 

By Richard A. Kiley 
Students at Our Lady of Perpetual Help 

School have been getting quite an education 
this year — in both English and Spanish. 

Through ail Hispanic outreach program the 
parish school implemented last September, 
Spanish-speaking students in kindergarten 
through grade six have been gaining proficien
cy in English while their English-speaking 
classmates have been picking up various 
aspects of Hispanic culture. 

The outreach program became necessary 
when school administrators noticed a sizeable 
increase in the enrollment of Spanish-speaking 
children at the Joseph Avenue school. 

"\Ve're definitely getting more of an influx 
of Spanish-speaking children in the area!' said 
the principal, Sister Clare Francis Mogenhan, 
SSJ. , 

She attributed the influx of Hispanic chil
dren in the school to the fact that OLPH is 
the only school in the area just east of the 
Genesee River. 

The program was formed to develop Eng
lish proficiency among the growing number of 
Spanish-speaking students. It became a reali
ty after a diocesan task force, which had al
ready been looking into ways to integrate the 
needs of Hispanic children into the curriculum 
of certain diocesan schools, came through with 
a $10,000 grant for Our Lady of Perpetual 
Help. 

The task force, which was headed by Father 
John Mulligan, did not specifically identify 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help as the school to 
begin an Hispanic outreach program, said Fa
ther Laurence Tracy, of the diocesari~"Sparush 
Apostolate. 

"We identified them because the school and 
parish seemed very interested in doing some
thing;' Father Tracy said. "A high number of 
Spanish-speaking children is probably recog
nizable in five to eight Catholic schools." 

The diocesan grant enabled the school to 
hire Maria Molino for the 1987-88 school year. 
Moiirto's aunt, Danitza Bull, had served as a 

consultant for starting up the program while 
she was a member of the (school board at 
OLPH, and had asked if hertniece could teach 
the Hispanic students. | 

Both of Molino's parents ire from Colom
bia, giving her a common bond with many of 
her Spanish-speaking students. "We speak 
Spanish at home, too;' said Molino, who re
cently received her degree in microbiology from 
ttie University of Rochester. "But because 1 can 
speak English, not hearing it at home doesn't 
hjurt me like it does them." 

| By teaching at the school three days a week, 
Molino is hoping to fill that void in the lives 
of her students by reinforcing English in school 
so the 25 students in the Hispanic outreach 
program have a chance to catch up to their 
E nglish-speaking classmates. 

"(The Spanish-speaking) children are behind 
in certain subjects like reading, spelling and 
math, so I'm taking them one by one and giv
ing them individualized attention to help them 
keep upl' Molino said. 

! Molino said that the added attention may 
be the difference between an Hispanic student 

, thriving on his or her education or not giving 
education a second thought. 

i "This program is very necessary because, in 
some respects, these (Hispanic) students are at 
the same level in a subject like math, but their 
reading is a grade below;' Molino observed. 
"Jit's frustrating for him because all he needs 
isj a little extra attention;' 

One of the program's goals is to end that 
ft ustration felt by Hispanic children, who have 
the highest dropout rate among any students 
ir the city, noted Sister Virginia Steinwachs, 
SSJ. 

"Early intervention is important for the 
Soanish students; they fall down chiefly at the 
h gh school level;' said Sister Steinwachs, the 
diocese's assistant superintendent for urban 
education. i 

This past summer, Sisters Steinwachs and 
Mogenhan attended a state program in Alba-

- .-Continued on Page 13 . 

Holy Ghost School opening to visitors next week 
Holy Ghost School, 230 Coldwater Road, 

is hosting a community-wide open house on 
Sunday, Jan. 3K beginning at 10:30 a.m. Any
one interested in visiting the school is welcome 
to attend. AH classrooms will be open, and 
many parents and faculty members will be on 
hand to answer questions. Refreshments will 
also be.served in the school hall. The school 
will also be open to visitors on Wednesday, Feb. 
3, from 10 a.m. to noon and 1-3 p.m. 

Holy Ghost has been providing students 
with quality educations for more than a cen
tury. Small class sizes, personalized instruction 

and a family atmosphere are just a few of the 
benefits Holy Ghost has to offer. Among-the 
extras are computer instruction in grades pre-
k to eight, remedial reading and math, and a 
newly constructed creative playground. 

i The school also offers an all-day kindergar
ten program, which includes both the standard 
curriculum and an enrichment program. Stu
dents may also enroll for a three-day pre-
kindergarten program for four year olds. 

JFor information, call the school at (716) 
247-4156. 

Bonnie Trafetet/Courier-Journal 

It's been a long morning 
Thirteen-year-old Kristin Bieek of ChiH. thinks long and hard before answering a ques
tion on the Catholic high school placement examination, administered at Nazareth 
Academy on Saturday, Jan. 9. Meanwhile, at the other five Rochester-area Cathol
ic high schools and Oe Sales in Geneva, eighth graders also labored to complete 
the four-hour test. Students took the exam at the school of his or her first choice. 

COURJER-IOURNAL 
The Award Winning Newspaper 
of the 12 county, Rochester 
Catholic diocese. 

From Lake Ontario to 
the Pennsylvania 
border, the Courier-
Journal reaches 
over 100,000 
readers 
every 
week 

Median age - 56 

Avg. Household Income -
$33,200 

• 73% of atl Courier subscribers 
read every issue... every week. 

!• The average amount of time spent reading 
a typical issue is 43.5 minutes 

(Source McGraw-Hill Research) 

CALL OR WRITE US TODAY 
FOR OUR MEDIA KIT. 

This year, consider adding the Courier-
Journal to your media schedule, and get 

results that measure up! 

GC^MER-IOURNAL 
1150 Buffalo Road • Rochester, New York 14624-1899* (716) 328-4340 

O r t a M r t 

• Juke Boxes•• Pinballs • 
• Video Games • Bowlers • 

* Amusements and Supplies • 

• Your favcrte (^imrcial/Arcade 
Equipment for as little as $175.00. 

RECONDITIONED 
AND CUSTOMIZED 

FOR HOME USE 
683 Winton Road North 

(Comer of Main Street East) 
Rochester, NY 

(716) 482-9800 
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