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Court allows suit claiming 'wrongful birth* of Downs baby 
Washington (NC) — A three-judge panel 

of the District of Columbia Court of Appeals 
has reinstated a "wrongful birth" suit 
brought against an obstetrician by the 
mother o f a child with Down's syndrome. 

A Catholic pro-life official said January 6 
that by upholding such suits courts become 
"too l s" of those who advocate abortion and 
also could make it "legally and financially 
impossible" for pro-life physicians to 
practice obstetrics.^-

In a unanimous decision released De
cember 31, the court reinstated a suit brought 
by\Carolyn B. Haymon against her obstetri
cian, Dr. Marciana W. Wilkerson. 

The mother has claimed her doctor de
prived her of the right to decide whether to 
have an abortion and thus avoid the birth of 
her daughter. . 

Judge Judjth W. Rogers wrote for the 
court that if Haymon could prove at a trial 
that Dr. Wilkerson "deprived her of the 

parental right to choose whether to avoid the 
birth of a child afflicted with Down's 
syndrome, Dr. Wilkerson can be held liable 
for the extraordinary medical and other 
expenses attributable to the care of that 
chi ld." i 

Richard Doerflinger, assistant director of 
the'National!Conference of Catholic Bish
ops!' Office for Pro-Life Activities, said 
courts "uniiitentionally make themselves 
into tools o ( pro-abortion advocacy" by 
upholding such suits against physicians 
"who fail toj facilitate the abortion of a 
mentally disabled child. 

"These suita could make it legally and 
financially impossible for pro-life physicians 
to practice obstetrics," Doerflinger said. 

He urged state legislatures that have not 
already done so act to invalidate such suits. 

The state Supreme Court of North 
Carolina and the legislatures of some states, 
including Minnesota and Idaho, have refused 

to allow "wrongful birth" suits. 
"Wrongful birth" and "wrongful life?* 

suits "classify the lives o f human beings with 
disabilities as 'wrong' and . . . they tend to 
coerce physicians against their better judg
ment to promote prenatal diagnosis and 
selective abortion," Doerflinger said. 

A "wrongful life" suit involves parents 
who claim a physician should pay for the 
suffering of an unhealthy child whose life 
might have been avoided through abortion. 

In the Haymon case, Haymon, who was 
34, claimed she was worried about becoming 
pregnant at that age and asked her obstetri
cian about amniocentesis, which can detect 
genetic defects in fetuses. She claims the 
doctor recommended against it. 

Citing the 1973 Supreme Court abortion 
decision Roe vs. Wade, the appeals court 
judges in their decision said Haymon had a 

. valid suit in claiming her physician 
|rtegligently deprived her of her constitutional 

right "to decide whether to terminate her 
pregnancy." 

But Doerflinger said the case "involved no 
particular advocacy on the physician's part." 

He said Dr. Wilkerson "simply used good 
medical judgment in recommending against 
amniocentesis for a 34-year-old woman, 
since at this maternal age the chance that the 
amniocentesis will accidently cause a miscar
riage of a healthy child is higher than the 
chance that it will detect a genetic defect. 

"'Freedom of choice' is a meaningless 
slogan if the only 'choice' to be legally 
protected is the one most likely to produce 
more abortions," he added. 

Douglas Johnson, legislative director for 
the National Right to Life Committee said 
January 7 that the appeals court decision was 
"ominous and appalling for doctors who 
don't want to be accomplices in killing 
unborn children. It violates the conscience 
rights o f a lot of doctors ." 

CATERING 

Rridal 
and 

Special Occasion 
Fabrics 

631 Pilisford Victor Rd. 
Rte. 96 behind Hitching Post Plaza 

Bushnells Basin, New York 
(716) 248-2362 

FLORISTS 
INSURANCE 

19 SOL Main St. 
Pitlsford. NY 14534 

(716)566-3644 
FULL SERVICE CATERING 

"YOU'LL LOVE OUR STYLE!" 
'Wadding Calms From Out Bakery 

SfrrWut Zionist 
TLOWERS SAY IT ALL" 

Wedding Packages 
Starting a t $99.00' 

382 Slate Street 
Rochester. N e w fork 14608 

O p p o s i t e Eas tman K o d a k Off ices 

(7161 546-1195 

• Permanent Lite • Term Lite 

• Retirement, pension and group plans. 

Can: Richard A. Gullo, DtU, ChFC 

(716) 482-0738 
212V East Main Street 
Bocjpter. Jlew York14609 f ^ S T l 

PHOTOGRAPHERS 

WEDDING CANDIDS 
by Burt Shapiro 

PHOTOGRAPHY STUDIO 
25%0ffWMMnglmiti«eflt 

Free Hoc for the Groom 

Burt Shapiro Photography 

(716-244-3554) 

EMPIRE LANES 
Newly R e m o d e l e d B a n q u e t 

Rooms f o r All Types of Forties 
A c c o m m o d a t i o n s For U p To 2 5 0 
P e o p l e Private e n t r a n c e t o b a n 

q u e t rooms. Plenty of f r e e p a r k i n g 
for your guests. Air c o n d i t i o n e d . 

2400 EMPIRE BLVD. WEBSTER • 671-2586 

REMTAL 

LouNtgor-* 

Luigi's 
Party Catering 

Dinner & Party Buffets 
* Party Trays 

CONSULTANT 

I N V I T A T I O N S 

FIORVANTI 
FLORIST, INC. 

For that one special occassion 
you'll want perfection. 

2279 CUfford Ave. 
(near Culver Rd.) 482-1001 

WALDEN W E D D I N G S 
Invitations, Announcements, Informals 
Complete Line of Wedding Accessories 

For rtnoMl Service, Cal 
(716) 467-2072 

« * pkofogimfikg 

10% Discount on Weddings 
reserved 4 months or more 
before your wedding day. 
Call today: (716)783-0860 

FORNATARO'S 
"Anywhere Else Is Merely a Rtstaunmt' 

Perfect For Your Rehearsal Dinner 

246-1240 
2155 Long Pond Rd.- Roch., NY 14606 

For your speical event 
consider the alternative: 

RENTING! 
Hank ftarker** 
ffMTAI ONTO. 

540 Whitney Rd. 

Fairport. NY (716) 586-0901 

35* &* <&^ 
' W e d d i n g Spec ia l i s t s" 

E legant O c c a s s i o n 

P l a n n i n g 

342-6805 

&lowers oil cJedele 
Serving All Your t-lonl Needs 
Waddlnga • Funerals • Hospitals • Gift 

Baakata• Plant*•Fruit Baskau 
Gifta • Favors • Balloona • Gskas 

Silk * Drrad Flomrs 

1418 RMga Road East Roctastar. Ntw York 14621 
OHKM I I I UntMrM . 

(716)342-4581 II No Ansaaf Call 225-0054 
10% Discount wttn presentation of IN! id. 

m DISCOUNT 
WBMK MliTMIN SKCUUSTS 

1279 Chili Ave. 2781 W. Henrietta Rd. 

235-8775 427-0010 

Rogers Studio 
Special Wedding Packages 

from $299.50 
CaU:454-1270 

For Complete Details 

Have your Rehearsal Dinner, 
or Small Wedding 

EHJOY CUIIKEUUCEO, MHWTE 
ATUOOHEK AND HEARTY 

OCMMM AND UmWXJM FOOO 

gof-gntuQime 
-40* Lyall At*., Bochastar. NY 

PHONE: 254-9660 

Reat All Your Party Needs... 
For small, intimate gatherings 

or large, lavish affairs. 

150 Orchard St. 
Webster, NY 

(716) 872-2770 

VIDEO 

D A N C I N G 

y/rt*mrrJ)(mrrmif' 

Learn to Dance For 
Your Special Day 

Mon.-Fri. 1-10 p.m. 
Sat. by Appointment 

87 Clinton Ave. N. 
(716) 262-3310 

JEWELERS 

FURNITURE 

r^tmUkitn, 

• IDA-HNKEN 
For Your Rings & 
Wedding Bands 
Southtown Plaza 

424-1060 

It rT«l«-lB ' M 

S t f u e i i e k s 8 B B « - . 

2H ->l I 1111 > r • "M 

K . M l i . - - i . - r . W I lt»l 

REALTORS 

The 
Hospitality House Inc. 

2226 Psnfield Rd. 
Penfleld, N.Y. 14526 

Wedding Information 
586-2065 

Paula M. Prizzutelll John C Vullo 

EASTERN MDEOZHI. 
PRODUCTIONS, INC. 
•"Professional Editing System 
• Single or multiple cameras 
• Fully Insured 
• %" Broadcast Available 
1997 Penfleld fid: O Q H .,» 
Has. Rta. « 1 * ISO O O l * O o O U 
Otllca HOOT tn appomimanl 

W E D D I N G CAKES 

DECORATIONS 

Beautiful Weddings begin at 

D A N ' S CRAFTS * THIHGS 

"We Specialize in Helping You" 
' 352 Ea»rtert.k»t<sS»IN.iaa Carta H. 

6 5 4 - 8 3 8 8 
OPEN Mon.. Wed.. Fri!. 10 A.M. • 5:30 P.M.; 

Tucs. A Thure. 10 A.M. - 8 P.M. 
Sat. 10 A.M. • 5 ?M.. Suadl) I PM. • 4 P.M: 

MANGURIAN'S 
FURNITURE 

CARPETS a BEDDING 

5 3 1 M o n r o e A v e . 
Corner of S. Goodman St. 

5M Rkttf Rd W. EastllochnttT PHuigtr) Plan 
IDivm Shops) rfcchaiela MaB) 3300 Monro* Aw. 

U142M 3H-57W SIMMS 

Bay his iwdrjrne, band, receive hen tree. 

MAIN OFFICE 
1485 Monroe Avenue 

Rochester, New York 14618 
(716) 442-1800. 

REALTORS 
B a t l m m S Untjiw fothy Cltaaiay • 

igans 
(716) 235-6978 

mnuiinnumEs 
IHnm'SrWTIKIUSE,IK. 

WEDDINGS • BANQUETS • DANCES 
SALES PROMOTIONS • BOWLING PARTIES 

RETIREMENT PARTIES • CLAMBAKES • BUFFETS 

1421 IC t t t l f * NM. Mtt t l O'CMMT 
', N X 14(24 Ndurd O'Cmar 

WEDDING CAKES 
by Rochester Israel Bikery 

Appointments in your own home 

1248 Clinton Ave. N. 
342-6060 

or 266-3444 

WEDDING SUPPLIES 

LIMOUSINE SERVICE 

Master Bedroom Suites 
Solid Oak 

Choke *1495 
2349 Monroe Art., Ph.: 244-2440 

Tltydufak 

We treat your wedding like 
it's our only wedding... 

1020 Maple Street 432-2112 

- 69a>VBalV FOR YOUR WEDDING! 
• We carry a large selection of Invitations 

and Liturgy Program covers 
• Marriage Candles for your wedding 

service 
• Wedding and attendant's gifts, cards, 

plaques. 
» . « ' , <7tt)663-5085 

Chic's Chauffered 
Limousine Service 

WEDDINGS, PROMS, ALL OCCASSIONS 

1565 Ridgaway Ave. _ _ M _ - _ . 
Rochester, NY 14606 2 5 4 - 0 4 6 4 

RECEPTIOMS 

DISC JOCKEYS HONEYMOONS M U S I C I A N S 

,/*V //rxtNMMg «/ the perfai wrt/tftHg 

We bete Special Wedding Packages 

to fit Etery Budget 

Call 448-2660 for Reservations''' 

1361 Marsh Rd, « Pireford. N Y , 

IfSfbt itauM. 
...for a beautiful 

wedding reception 
For reservations call 

235-5654 
6V Beahan Rd. 

roritiries for all Social aji./ Bunnell Ocivttuiti 

OD 
Trent's, Inc. 
Church Supplies & 
Religious Articles 

696 South Ave, 
Rochester, NY 
(716) 442-7120 

WE CARRY A LAME 
SEIECTWN OF WEDDING 
CANDLES AND WEOMNO 

BULLETIH COVERS 

W I N D O W F A S H I O N S 

X 
MUSIC FOR ANY NIGHT 

TOP 40 • D A N C E * 50"S 
Jeff Foust • 254-8263. 

Jean 
Brown II y°" »««r»oo« >o 

— . . ,^i- II fit rout budttl md 

Travel y mauk 

Sat C M A M . . I W m t r , NV (7ISI68S-SD90 

Music ftr Ybur Special Ocxoeton: 
Htm liittm ••• at Tfm,1 mmitt nm • 

weauingat * necepttotu 
Graduatioht • RtOnmentt 

Jarre « SaWe SdkkJm(71t) »Si% 

UtnMavMuke*otr 
" BltiTatrtMl 

SPECIAL! 

»., CrWsd»> 
1 * Fa* Men! rha m*WMs». 

SiMPUcrrY. ELEGANCE 
ANDAfTOMrtBIUTYARE 

WHATSTRATHALLAN WEDDING 

ftKnESAREMADEOF. • 

oSflitUXadSLe, 
^ • • • ^ ^em

m
m^^^mrWmM^e^^^arww 

SSOEaatAvoiK 
r,Ntw\tak 461-5010 

Sf«i»lizit|iiWiaeymFua>ois 
Victor Ptttsfefi 

lotheCoebkKoae Bamlaiaar 
M52Maackoicr. Ckwrr at Jeffenoo 

victor U. saa-105? 
1 ((x*On4-2J]0 . 

li.--i.-r

