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New immigration law eases ~
hildren’s arrival in U '
children’s arrival in U.S.
By Stephenie Overman __ despite the fact that th€ United States and
s Washington (NC) — Burcaucracy has Vietnam do not have diplomatic relations.
made the road bumpy for Vietnamese Since the fall of the government of South
children of American fathers seeking new  Vietnam in 1975, hundreds of thousands of :
lives in the United States. But new immigra- Vietnamese have fled their country, often’ N
tion legislation is helping to smooth the illegally, in leaky boats. About 60,000 have ’
Amerasians’ ‘‘homecoming.”’ been able to leave through the Orderly .
2y BEEIAR: The Amerasian Homecoming Act, in- Departure Program, but about 650,000 g
LA, troduced by Rep. Robert J. Mrazek, . applications arestillon file. .
"D.-N.Y., and signed by President Reagan in Rep. Mrazek got involved in the plight of N
December, creates a special immigration  Amerasians when high school students in his >
category for children boin in Vietnam to  district read a story about a street child in Ho
U.S. military and civilian personnel between  Chi Minh City, Vietnam, and asked Mzarek .
1962 and 1976 During the next two years, to help, according to Stephen Goose, 5
8,000 and 12,000 Amerasian children could Mrazek’s legislative assistant. ¢
arrive in this country. *“The high school students were moved by ’
The' first. group of 65 Amerasiane and  the picture and'got (the street child) iden-
family members to leave Vietnam under the tified,”” Goose S?id- The congressman went
: revised program. arrived in Bangkok, 1o Vietnam last spring to bring the boy to the -
3:5 Thailand, at the end of December. United States. :
g Resettlement agencies — including several That case-sparked Mrazek’s interest in the 2
operated. by Church agencies — will not see  problems facing Amerasians in general, and :
the group until June, after an orientation in  he introduced the Amerasian Homecoming
the »Phdhppmes, .according--to  Loretta Act last August. - - 3
O’Donnéll, resettlement coordinator for the Goose said Amerasians are now arriving if
Diogése of Richmond, Va. the United States as immigrants instead of as
' AT that point, some will join their Ameri- refugees. They will be eligible for -refugee
can fathers. But according to one estimate, benefits, however.
that will.only account for 3 percent of the Amerasians have long been a part thé
young people. ' massive resettlement program operated by
Many more — with mothers, stepfathers, Migration and Refugee Services is one of a
siblings, and sometimes even spouses and dozen voluntary agemcies helping
children — will be resettled by $uch volun- ~ Amerasians claim the U.S. citizenship inher- |
tary agencies as the U.S. Catholic Confer- ited from their fathers.
ence’s Migration and Refugee Services. ~According to Mark Franken, MRS migra-
U.S. government and resettlement officials tion specialist, previous classification of
have acknowledged that the United States ~ Amerasians as refugees had been one of
has a moral responsibility for these children Vietnam’s complaints against the United
of Amencan fathers. These officials have States.
. expressed; concern that in Vigtnam the .Now, for a number of reasons, *‘the B
lf' Amerasians’ mixed heritage causes discrimi- ope_ranonal impediment that created the 5
X re———— nation against them and their familics. suspension was removed. Now there is a ‘
nnie Trafel ourier-Journal . . . 9 ing’? : i
Although Binh Kuang Nguyen‘ 20, (left) and Tuan ¥an Nguyen, 12, are not related, hoth IJ;' ¢ (g;gegl)i olzfe‘zja"\‘,’{;:;,ﬂ’,’i‘;m’igﬁlgj’(ﬂ,:"’ %?:::S u::; rs\[,?:,i:‘rﬁ ::éwfﬁg ;'L'f,gm‘eg
youths are being résettled in the United States by Rochester s Catholic Family Center. <Amerasians, to legally leave the Coumrf, “‘back on track,” Fra;1ken said.
Director decries lack o f sponsors for local refugee program
By Lee Strong _ cause they don’t understand what sponsorship  helps the children register in school, and offers mily spanned approximately Yhree months, but 3
From January 4-11, the US. Catholic entails. 4 counseling™ parishibners discovered thattheir commitment
Church celebrated National Migration Week “Sponsorship.conjures up all sorts of images These services are particularly important for to the family lasted quite a bit longer, accord- '
— a week when dioceses across the country fo- = of financial or time commitmerits}” Delaney  the Asnerasian refugees, Delaney pointed out. ing to LeBloom.
cused on the Church’s commitment to. serving  said, “It’s essentially just getting two or three  In addition to the difficulties most refugees “You found yourself involved whether or not
immigrants, refugees, displaced persons and  people together and running (the refugees)  have when arriving in this country, the Amer- you wanted to because of a sense.of commit-
migrant workers, , through services”’ ' asians have particular problems and needs.. ment,;” LeBloom noted, Par%ﬁﬁf;lers are still
- Jim Delaney’s mmq/ /as on other matters, -+ These services arefoutlined on a Resettle- “In Vietnam, they are ireated as outcasts, in touch with family members, providing ad- *
. however. : [N ment Services Checkllist provided by the Cath- persons-without status because of their mixed- vice and assistance, althoygh the family is
In March, a group of 11-12 060 'Amerasians  olic Family Center. Sponsors meet the refugees  racial background)’ Delaney explained.  largely mdepem_jent
— the children of American servicemen and  at the airport when they first arrive. From  “They’re called ‘bul doi’ — children of the .
 Vietnamese women — and their families will  ~ there, the sponsors help the refugees to settle  dust”
begin to arrive in the United Stites. Delaney, ©  in apartments, get Social Security numbers, Many of the Amerasxan children were una- .
refugee resettlement program manager for the  register for social services, obtain any needed  ble to attend school regularly in Vietnam and s
Catholic Family Center, will be responsible for . medical tests or care and enroll in schools or  were forced t live in extreme poverty or as . TN
coordinating resettlement efforts for those who  job-training programs. street children begause of this prejudice, so they  ° | Around the Diocese. ..... Page 2 .
; come to Rochester. . “Normally, the process takes 60 to 90days often arrivé-in the United States educational- Calendar................ Page 7
In November, he sent a request for sponsors  Delaney said. “It’s not abreeze — whenyowre  ly disadvantaged and lacking social skills, - Classifieds ........... ... Page 13 )
to all diocesan parish human development  helping people it’s never a breeze — but it’s  Delaney noted. When they settle in|this coun- Columnists.:............ -Pages 10-11
coordinators. As of January 8, lic had received  not overwhelming”’ try, they often need extra help to adjust to Echo................... Page 8 .
no responses. Nor is sponsorship a fi nancsal hurden American society. Editorial & Opnmon ------ Page 12 .
“What am 1 supposed to do when (the Unit-  USCC provides $250 per refugee to assist them Delaney estimated that since 1975, approx- Features ................ Page 16+ v
¢ ed States Catholic Conference — one of the  in settling in this country. Clothing and furni-  imdtely 80 Amerasian children and|their fam- Bocal News.......... .-~ Page 3 !
groups coordinating nationally) calls — say  ture are frequently provided through dona- ilies have settled- in the Rochester area. Sports....... RS .- Page 9
no?” Delaney asked. tions, and once settled, the refugees are either ~ Through efforts to resettle these families, pro- &
| Delaney is looking for mdmduals, groups _supported by social services or find jobs and  gram staff members have developed the pro- o
§ or parishes to serve as sponsors. for theincom-  become self-supporting. cess currently being used and learned about the ;-
3 ing refugees. He is also searchmg for volun- The Catholic Family Center provides addi-  additional problems Amerasnans face in this |
. : teer resettlemem andem;x_.case S| ,,,nsors aren’t  tional services to help the refugees and the . country. !
. : ,: work as big  sponsors. Throughi its resettlement program Carol LeBJoom faced some of these prob- o
B ‘ .and the Interfaith: Refugee Assistance Project, lems first-hand in 1985 when she. worked with N
Z{ the.center. provndesttranslators and job-training family bemg sponsored by St. Salome’s Par- .
services, mak&s job réferrals and comtacts,  ishy 'Phe lmense mmahnvolvement with the fa- 7 .
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