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By Father Paul J Cuddy

Nearly 20 years ago, I wrote this letter to a

newly ordained priest, and wish to share it.
" Dear Father,

The Courier-Journal carried word of your
assignment, and next Thursday you will pre-
sent yourself to the pastor to assist him in the
care of all the souls within_your parish.

Welcome to the fraternity-of the priesthood!
Your youth reminds me that I am old enough
1o be your grandfather. Your health, your zeal,
your knowledge, your piety, your good - humor,
your resiliency give me the greatest joy. We who
are trudging toward the shadows love you
young priests greatly, both for yourselves as
God loves you, and for the Church, which has
such great hopes in you.

| am smiling as | imagine your thoughts
about your pastor and your people. If coming
assistants have some wondérment what the
pastor is like, receiving pastors are frequently
wondering about the assistant — before dur-
ing and afterward.

imagine their curiosity about you! All priests
differ in gifts and .talents. There is the CYO
type, the organizer type, the inner-city type, the
turtleneck sweater type. But these are all in-
cidental.

First of all, your people need and want a
priest who honors his own priesthood. They
need and want a man who has reverence for
the Mass, who is a man of prayer, who listens
"more than he talks, and who is manfuily kind.

There is a fad — at least I hope it is — of
discounting the Breviary. May I tell you a
story? One Saturday about 10 a.m., almost 15
years ago, the phone rang in my quarters at
Lackland Air Force Base. An urgent voice said:
“This is Captain X. I just arrived at the base
as a directly commissioned officer. Can I see
you at once?”’

“Of course. Come to my quarters 1
responded.

He came promptly. He said: “Father, | am
a priest from X diocese. | got tired of my
priesthood, and since [ have a good education-
al background and several degrees, I got a di-
rect commission in the Air Force in education.

On the
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Now that I'm here, I'm not sure what I want.
If I should want to, would it be possible to be
transferred to the chaplamcy"”

I wondered how a priest could pOSSIbly get
tired of the Mass, of serving God’s _people, of
the holiness and mystery of the priesthood. He

had none of the usual reasons for running away -

— namely wine, women or-song.

But every man is free, so [ said: “I’'m glad
you came over. Of course, only you can decide
what you will do. I surely hope you will return

- to your priesthood. In the meantime, I suppose
If you wonder what the people will be like,”

it might cause-wonderment if you say your Bre-
viary prayers, but 1 hope you will say your ro-
sary every day”

He replied with a trace of chaltenge: “I ha-
ven’t said the Breviary in years. I’m not likely
to begin now!”

I have often speculated on the connection
between the omission of the Breviary prayers,
pledged for the Church and the people, and
his defection. Only God knows, but as a re-
sult of his default, 1 have considered it a grace

to want to be faithful to these prayers rather )

than using even reasonable excuses from recit-

. ing them. May you have the same grace. *

Whatever gifts you have in serving God’s
people, I give thanks to God that you have'the,
goodness to use them. However, above all

“things, be reverent toward the Mass, faithful
to your Breviary, regular with your rosary, and%

take a little time each day for some meditation.

My time is running out, but I am happy to
leave this world knowing there are men like
you: zealous, devout, cheerful, faithful, burst-
ing with a love of God and Qur Lady and the

. Church which is Christ’s Bogly. God continue

to give you His grace and happiness.

More darmg New Year’s predlctlons

By Father Richard P. McBrien
Last year at this timie | made 25 predictions
for 1987. 1 just checked them over and found-

that I earned a perfect score. Look it up, if you

don’t believe me. My very first prediction, in

= fact, was that Pope John Paul 1I would not
appoint Detroit’s Auxiliary Bishop Thomas
Gumbleton to be the new archbishop of
Phxladelplua

But what does one do for an encore? Con-
ventional wisdom would dictate that you
should quit while you’re_ahead. No one can
improve on a perfect recard. On the other
hand, two perfect years in a row would be a
record in itself.

So in the spirit of the holiday season I've
decided to go for double-or-niothing. So here
goes. In 1988 the followmg events will nor
happen:

The national average of baptized Cathohcs
atténding weekly. Mass will not exceed S0 per-
cent. (I could have made it easy for myself and
said 75 percent, but this is a high-class, high-
wire act.)

The national average of church-going
Catholics who actually join in the singing at
Mass will not exceed S0 percem either. (That’s
a safe one.)

. The national average of church-going
Catholics who leave Mass excited about the
homily will not exceed 50 percent. (This is get-
ting too easy.)

The number of Catholics who leave Mass
early will not decline. (Child’s play.)

The number of church-going Catholics who
drop $2 in the collection basket and think it
generous will not decline elther (Am1 gemng
too serious?)

The number of Catholics attending Mass on
the feast of the Assumption will not increase,
and those who do attend will sing even less,
on a percentage basis, than those who attend

“on Sunday. (Two predlctlons for the price of
one.) .

No dlocesan association of religious educa-

-tion directors will complain to the bishop thal

their salaries and fringe benefits are too high.

Fewer than 100 parents nationwide will urge
their parish DREs to increase the number of
sessions they would have to attend in connec-
tion with their children’s sacramental prepa-
ration. (Let’s go for broke: I'll reduce that

number to 25.)

JANUARY SPECIAL
Expires Sat., Jan. 30, 1988
A HEARING AID

- THAT’'S WORN
ALL-IN-THE-EARCALLED
PERSONAL AMPLIFIER

Regular Price $499.50 c.cn

IF YOU ARE NOT BUYING HEARING AIDS FROM US
MAYBE YOU SHOULD BE!

® accompanied by this advertisement ®
Will compensate a loss up to 45db~-

THIS IS ALL THEREIS!
NO WIRES-NO CORDS-NO TUBES no
Daily Hours:
92:30 am. to 5 o.m. SPEGI AI.

Monday thru Friday
John T. SI John Jr. .

Audiphone Co. of Rochester
1303Terr,nple Bidg., Rochester, N.Y. 14604 ' Calil for free demonstration
4543571 Since 1827 _ in your home or our office
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Essays in
Theology

Country Club Plaza
East Rochester
(716) 3856530
Does Your Church Need A New Organ or Piano?

We recornmend the Allen Digital Computer Organ. No unification of stops, no
periodic tuning. Consoles, specifications, and casework custom designed for
your church at reasonable costs.

Outstanding pipe organ sound unaffected by tedsy’'s Tower heat requnrements

Complete Selection of Pianos & Organs for Home, Church, and School "

Fine Pianos and Organs by
" Allen, Steinway, Sohmer,
Everett, Yamaha and others.

Joseph Shale Inc.
Mon.-Fri. 10 am.-9 p.m.
_Saturday 10 am.-5 p.m.
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Not more than 100 people will decline — de-
spite the fact that it’s the dinner hour — to call
the rectory to inquire about the Chnstmas'
Mass schedule.

No active pastor widely respected both in his
parish and among his feflow priests through-
out the diocese will be named an archbishop.
(These predictions aren’t all supposed to be
funny, you know.)

In no parish where the medlan family in-

come is over $100,000 will a majority' of
parishioners request a parish lecture series on
the contents and implications of the US. Cath-
olic bishops’ pastoral letter on the economy.
And if one is presented anyway, a majority will

. not attend.

The number g€ Catholics who fail to attend
announced meetings but regularly complain
nonetheless about the performance of parish
staff members will not decline in 1988. -

Neither will there be a decline in the num-
ber of Opus Dei members who will try to in-

ert themselves in the religious-education
programs of U.S. Catholic parishes with the
primary purpose of “restoring orthodoxy
such programs.

Not more than 37 middle-aged Catholics
who now look upon their parish almost exclu-
sively as a social club — sports’ nights, dances,
bazaars; recreational activities for youth, etc.

~~ will come to see it as a community of faith’

with a serious religious mission — and be will-
ing to pay for it as well!
Thousands of dedicated, self-sacrificing

" women — lay and religious alike — who do

most of the serious pastoral things a parish

" needs to do if-it’s really going to be a Chris-

tian faith-community will not receive the recog-
nition, appreciation, or compensation they
deserve. And the overwhelming majority of
them won’t quite in spite of that.

On that reassuring but sobermg note, have
a happy new year!
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EDWIN SULEWSKI
FUNERAL DIRECTOR
How do | help the oldorly' at
the time of a funeral?
Death of a loged one is painful.
There is a tendency to believe that
the elderly adjust more easily be-
cause they “should” anticipate the
loss. Having more time to prepare
does not guarantee that grieving
will be easier. The elderly may
have fewer resources such as long
time friends, money or good
health. Losmg a partner or long -
time friend may mean living life
alone at a time when a person may
be least able to be independent.
Support from family and friends at

¢ Subsidized rents
¢ Secured Enclosed Parking

.+ Community Activities

e Convenient transportation

¢ Delicatessen on premises

¢ Shopping

¢ Complete Carpeting
 Convenient to medical facilities
® Onsite library

® 24 hour security

Section 8 HUD rental assistance available

Studm,

One Bedroom & Two Bedroom Apartments
The Plaza Apartments

125 St. Paul Street
9:00-4:30 325-5232

A ged by G M Inc.

- 2100 St.Paul St.

this time is most important. Being
over protective or taking away a
person’s independence by making
decisions for them is not desira-
bie and may be harmful. Help the
elderly begin their adjustment by
attending the funeral and offermg .
specific help.

We purchase all forms of insurance to protect our
family & assets, not hecause we expect the worst to
happen, but to be prepared. Doesn't it make sense
then 1o prepare for what Will happen. Let our tramned
counselors assistyou with the man’y ophions available
in planning for a worry-free future.
Burial Cremation

SCHAUMAN-SULEWSKI

FUNERAL HOME
3423400

Engombmen!




