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Development workers claim they are attacked by Contras 
By Laurie Hansen •* 

Managua, Nicaragua (NC) — Nicaraguan. 
development workers who are helping the 
poor to form cooperatives and improve 
farming methods told members of a Catholic 
Relief Services study tour that they are 
targeted by U.S.-backed anti-Sandinista re­
bels. 

Atrocities are committed by both San-
dinista soldiers and Contra rebels^ but the 
rebels are attempting to destabilize the 
nation's economy by attacking development 
projects, said Jesuit Father Antonio 
Fernandez lbanez in a November interview. 

The priest works for the John XXIII 
Institute, a private organization that pr% 
motes'" social and economic development 
projects in Nicaragua. He and other relief 
and development workers spoke to social 
action leaders from five U.S. dioceses who 

visited Nicaragua in November to view CRS 
projects. 

On October 15, foT example, when the 
Contras tried to take the town of Santo 
Tomas, located to the'east of Managua, they 
exploded a bomb outside the Clinica Santo 
Tomas, a health clinic funded in part by 
Catholic Relief Services, the overseas devel­
opment agency of the U.S. bishops. 

"It is our belief that the bomb was aimed 
at us ," said a clinic staff member. 

"All the patients left saying they would 
rather die elsewhere," the clinic's nurse said 
in an interview less than a month later. "We. 
haven't had any patients staying overnight 
si nee then." 

Gilberto Aguirre Escobar, executive 
director of CEPAD, a Managua-based Pro­
testant development agency, said that four 
agency workers had been killed by the 

Contras, "They cut the throat of a 21-year-
old lady who was one of our health 
promoters," Aguirre noted. 

When Catholic Relief Services, working in 
cooperation with CARE, tried to set up a 
course in the town of Chaquitillo to train , 
women to be car mechanics, they searched 
long and hard before they located an 
Oakland, Calif., woman who was able and 
willing to teach the course, said Fred Royce, 
a CARE project coordinator. Two weeks 
after the woman arrived, a Centra attack 
three miles^from Chaquitillo killed numerous 
civilians, and the woman decided to return 
home, Royce said. Until a female auto 
mechanic can be found, the CRS-sponsored 
classes are on hold. • 

As at development projects throughout the 
country, Sandinista soldiers carrying rifles 
stand guard at the CARE-sponsored Luis 

Hernandez Aguilar School of Agricultural 
Mechanization in Chaquitillo. 

"People are surprised there are soldiers all 
over the place," said Royce, a native o 
Jacksonville, Fla. 

"The Contras like to attack anything that 
represents progress and change, especially 
new programs that train people, like co-ops 
and health facilities," Royce explained. "I t 's 
just a fact of life in rural Nicaragua. 
Everybody's got guns." 

A 1986 report by the human rights 
organization Americas Watch criticized the 
Sandinistas, their military opponents and the 
United States for the "worsening" human 
rights situation in Nicaragua. The report said 
the victims of the human j ights ' violations 
" a r e , the people of Nicaragua; their 
oppressors are the Nicaraguan government, 
the Contras and the United States." 

Sandinistas are willing to 'pay a heavy price' for peace, Jesuit observes 
By Laurie Hansen 

.Managua, Nicaragua (NC) — Sandinista 
g o \ e r n m e n t o f f i c i a l s , a w a r e tha t 
Nicaraguans have grown tired of war, are 
now willing to "pay a heavy price" in 
exchange for peace, said a Jesuit, priest and 
former top uni\ersity official. But, he said, 
they're not ready to quit until the United 
States stops funding the anti-Sandinista 

'Contra forces, officially known as the 
Nicaraguan Resistance Movement. 

'"The Sandinistas are ready to say "no' to 
Soviet advisers and weapons from abroad on 
the condition that the war ends. But they are 
afraid the United States will not agree to pull 
its Contra bases out of Honduras," said 
Father Antonio Fernandez lbanez, who 
served as vice president of Managua's 

government-funded, Jesuit-run University of 
Central America. 

Father lbanez said the Central American 
peace plan signed August 7 by the presidents 
of five Central American nations had. given 
Nicaraguans "tremendous hope." He called 
the government's decision to name Cardinal 
Miguel Obando Bravo head of the 
Nicaraguan National Reconciliation Com­
mission a good political move. 

"It shows, in my opinion, that the 
government does want peace," Father 
lbanez said. , 

The priest made these comments less than 
one week after the peace plan was scheduled 
to go into effect. Since then, one attempt by 
the Sandinistas and the Nicaraguan Re­
sistance to indirectly negotiate a cease-fire 

with the cardinal's mediation ended without/ 
agreement. A second meeting, scheduled for-
December 14, was delayed by the Sandinistas 
at the last minute. 

A Spaniard, Father lbanez works for the 
; John XXIII Institute, a private organization 

on the university campus promoting social 
and economic development projects in 
Nicaragua. A primary source of funding for 
the John XXIII Institute is the Quixote 
Center, a Catholic justice and peace office 
based just outside Washington. 

Father lbanez said that as long as the 
United States continues to fund the 
Nicaraguan rebels, the Sandinistas will not 
call a real cease-fire. "A country has to 
defend itself," he said. 

The priest described the Sandinista leaders 

as both "altruistic" and "romantic." 
"They af§ generally good people, but they 

have made big political, social and economic 
errors" he asserted. "Their lack of manage­
ment ability is evident. They have not obeyed 
a consistent plan or strategy since they 
assumed power." •.. " 

While advances have been made in the 
areas of literacy and health education under 
the Sandinistas, Father lbanez said individu­
al Sandinista soldiers have been responsible 
for myriad human rights violations. 

"Most often the violations have occurred 
when a young kid is given a uniform and a 
rifle. He gets drunk one day and goes out and 
kills somebody,'.' he said, adding that those 
accused of committing such offenses are 
given trials and many are eventually imprisoned. 
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FURNACE SERVICE SPECIAL 

•3ft « 
I A Trusted Friend 
I For Over 54 Years 

In Heating 

! Clean heat 
. Exchanger 

1 Clean all burners < 
'. Clean pilot assembly 

and-adjust flame 
i Oil motor 

1 Check and adjust 
all controls 

1 Check and adjust 
thermostat 

.1 Check belts & filters 
n Clean smoke pipe 

$34.95 

24 Hour 
Emergency 

Service 

BRAMJf HEATING & 
AIR CONDITIONING 

237 Winton Rd. N. 288-4270 

Senior Citizen 
Discount 

1 
SAVE AN 
ADDITIONAL 

OFF WITH 
iTHIS COUPON $5 

Offer Good 
Thru Jan. 31, 1988 
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' EAST MANOR REALTY. INC". 

1501 East Ave.. Rochester. NY 14610 2 4 4 - 2 9 4 0 

SAVE S S S SAVE S S S SAVE S S S SAVE 

• Real Estate Commission Only 5 . 5 % ! ! 
• Residential, Investment, or Business Property 
• Calr Joe Arena, Broker, 244-2940 

m 
If your property is currently listed for sale with another REALTOR, 
please disregard this offer it is not our intention to solicit owners 

of property currently under listing contract. 

^rSAVE10% OFF^r 
Computer Wheel Alignment 

Tune-ups Brakes Shocks Starters 
Carburetor Rebuilding 

Brace's, The Auto Stop 
"All Round Nice Guy" 

|Bay & Goodman 288-76101 

LI'L DOC CISSELL 
EXTERMINATOR 

• "AH My Patients Are Dead, Sick or Dying" 
• •INDOOFfOUTDOOR'MONTHLY MAINTENANCE 
• -SAFE APPLICATION* 

| | CONFIDENTIAL • FREE ESTIMATES 

INSECTS • BEES • ANTS • MITES 
RODENTS • BIRDS • SQUIRRELS • SPIDERS 

• FLEAS 
ROACHES 
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"For Correct Information" 
CALL... 

2254410 or 436-8359 
469 LATONA ROAD 

. 24 Hour Servlc^ 

SAXBY AUTOMOTIVE & TOWING 
HAS MOVED TO A NEW LOCATION TO SERVE YOU BETTER 

3801 Ridge Rd. W<st 
(Across from Daan Buick) 

723-8880 

«o $}*25 
TOWING 

ANYWHERE 
IN MONROE 
COUNTY 
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ANY REPAIR-
OVER $50.00 

, LUBE-OIL S 
FILTER § 

Includes up to 
5 qts. oil 
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